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MS TIG Welcomes Public Submission of Project Ideas  

By Gary Rikard, MDEQ Executive Director  

As Mississippiôs Trustee on the Natural Re-
source Damage Assessment Trustee Coun-

cil, I wanted to pass along information from 
the Mississippi Trustee Implementation 

Group (MS TIG) and ask for your input.  
The MS TIG is beginning the process of 

writing the Restoration Plan II and would 
like your ideas regarding natural resource 

restoration project ideas in Mississippi. In-

formation about the restoration types being considered, as 
well as the Oil Pollution Act criteria against which project 

ideas will be evaluated, can be found in the Programmatic 
Restoration Plan .  

We intend to focus on, and would like to receive your pro-

ject ideas for, these restoration types (found in Chapter 5 of 
the plan):  

¶ Wetlands, Coastal and Nearshore Habitats  Projects 
will focus on two restoration approaches: 1) Create, re-

store and enhance coastal wetlands, and 2) Protect and 

conserve marine, coastal, estuarine, and riparian habitats 
(Sections 5.5.2 and 5.D.1).   

¶ Nutrient Reduction  (Sections 5.5.4 and 5.D.2)  

¶ Oysters  (Sections 5.5.9 and 5.D.1)   

¶ Sea Turtles  (Sections 5.5.10 and 5.D.4)   

¶ Marine Mammals  (Sections 5.5.11 and 5.D.5)   

 

Submitting Project Ideas  

There are two avenues to submit new restoration project 

ideas or to make revisions to previously submitted project 

ideas:  
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http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-planning/gulf-plan/
http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-planning/gulf-plan/
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Trustee Council Project Submission Portal  

 

MDEQ Restoration Project Idea Portal  

 

We will consider new, revised, and previously submitted project 

ideas relative to the specific restoration types above that are sub-

mitted by August 10 for the upcoming Restoration Plan II.   

Project ideas submitted after the deadline, along with previously 

submitted and unselected project ideas, will be considered in fu-
ture restoration planning.  

Updates and comprehensive information about all restoration ef-

forts can be found at restore.ms .  Thanks for your assistance and 
interest.   

 

 

 

 

 

P A G E  2  

http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration/give-us-your-ideas/suggest-a-restoration-project/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/restoration/project-portal/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/restoration/
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Restoration Project Update ð Hancock County Marsh Living Shoreline  

The Office of Restorationôs Natural Re-

sources Damage Assessment (NRDA) 

program recently took representatives 

from the Mississippi Trustee Imple-

mentation Group (MS TIG) on a tour 

of the Hancock County Marsh Living 

Shoreline project  (upper photo).   

The breakwaters (top right photo) 

were constructed along the coast to 

slow further erosion.  

The boats in the two bottom right  

photos are used for bringing material 

to create the Living Shoreline.   

https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/EARLY.RESTORATION.PHASE-III.-HANCOCK.COUNTY.MARSH_.LIVING.SHORELINE.pdf
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/EARLY.RESTORATION.PHASE-III.-HANCOCK.COUNTY.MARSH_.LIVING.SHORELINE.pdf
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Orientation photos 

courtesy of William 

Carey University.   

Restoration Project Update ð WCU School of Pharmacy  

William Carey Univer-
sity recently received 

approval from the Ac-
creditation Council for 

Pharmacy Education 

to admit the first class 
to its new pharmacy 

school at the Tradition 
campus in Biloxi. The 

WCU School of Phar-
macy  opened July 23 

with a class of 58 stu-
dents.  

 
In September 2017, Gov. Phil Bryant announced that the U.S. De-

partment of the Treasury had approved a $1 million RESTORE  
grant award for accreditation support for the School of Pharmacy.   

These funds were designated to support workforce development 
and job creation. This project aligns with the workforce develop-

ment priorities developed by the GoCoast 2020 Commission.  

 
ñThe accreditation of the William 

Carey School of Pharmacy will be 
a boost to the economy for South 

Mississippi as well as making a 
difference in studentsô lives. Weôre 

pleased to support the university 
with RESTORE funds that were al-

located for this important initia-
tive,ò said Gov. Phil Bryant.   

 
ñWe are so pleased to be approved as the second school of phar-

macy in the State of Mississippi. This is another step in our efforts 
to meet the health care needs of Mississippi and the Gulf South,ò 

added WCU President Dr. Tommy King.   

 
WCUôs School of Pharmacy is an accelerated program, enabling 

students to earn a Doctor of Pharmacy degree in two years, 10 
months, instead of the more usual four years. Classes will meet 

year - round in four terms of 10 weeks each. It is one of only 11 ac-
celerated pharmacy programs in the country, and the only one in 

Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana.  
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https://www.wmcarey.edu/School/Pharmacy
https://www.wmcarey.edu/School/Pharmacy
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Want to join 

enHance?  

More information 

about the enHance 

program, including 

how to apply, is 

available at 

www.enhance.ms . 

Looking for New enHance Members  

The enHance program is seeking its next class of environmental 
leaders in the state, and interested manufacturers, local govern-

ments, and other organizations are encouraged to apply.    
 

The application period began July 1 and closes September 30. 

More information about the program, including how to apply and 
access to online applications, is available at www.enhance.ms .   In 

addition, questions about the program may be directed to Mr. 
Khairy Abu -Salah  with MDEQ at 601 -961 -5284.  
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https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/land/waste-division/enhance/
http://www.enhance.ms
mailto:kabusalah@mdeq.ms.gov
mailto:kabusalah@mdeq.ms.gov


P A G E  6  

 

 

P A G E  6  
MDEQ Awards $295,000 to 17 School Districts for New 

School Buses  

MDEQ announced July 2 that it has awarded $295,920 to 17 

school districts to apply to the purchase of new school buses for 
the upcoming school year.  The rebates were provided to the 

school districts toward the purchase of new diesel powered buses 

with more stringent pollution controls to replace older buses thus 
reducing emissions of particulate matter, hydrocarbons, and car-

bon monoxide.  Since 2009, the MDEQ Diesel School Bus Replace-
ment Program has awarded over $1.08 million to 38 school dis-

tricts for the purchase of 67 school buses.  

ñBecause thousands of Mississippi children begin and end their 
days with a trip on a school bus, providing for clean school buses 

is an ongoing priority for the Mississippi Department of Environ-
mental Quality.  School buses are the safest and most efficient 

way to transport students, but we want to ensure that itôs a 
healthy trip,ò said Gary Rikard, MDEQ Executive Director.     

The districts selected were:  

¶ Cleveland School District -  $28,640 for two buses  

¶ Greenville Public School District --  $28,640 for two buses  

¶ Lawrence County School District --  $28,640 for two buses  

¶ Alcorn School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Coahoma Early College High School --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Greene County School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Harrison County School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Leake County School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Lee County School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Long Beach School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Monroe County School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ North Bolivar Consolidated School District --  $15,000 for one 

bus  

¶ North Pike School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Pontotoc City School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Pontotoc County School District --  $15,000 for one bus  

¶ Starkville Oktibbeha Consolidated School District --  $15,000 for 

one bus  

¶ West Jasper School District --  $15,000 for one bus  
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Ask a Geologist  

MDEQôs website has recently added a new 
feature, ñAsk a Geologist.ò  Office of Geology 

staff are frequently asked to identify finds at 
shows or through social media.  To help keep 

up with demand, a webpage has been added 

for people to attach a photo of their rocks 
and fossils found in Mississippi for identifica-

tion.  That page can be found at 
www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/ask -a-geologist .  Whatôs your find? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Maps  

The MDEQ website has links to several interactive maps available 
to the public.  They range from mines to boreholes to floodmaps 

to Underground Storage Tanks.  They can be found on the website 
here . 
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https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/ask-a-geologist/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/geology/ask-a-geologist/
https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/about-mdeq/interactive-maps/

