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Existing artificial reef areas (each approximately three acres in 
size) enhanced with clean, crushed limestone. 

Mississippi Artificial Reef Habitat Early Restoration 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Mississippi Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) implemented the Mississippi 
Artificial Reef Habitat Phase I Early Restoration 
Project to help restore natural resources of the 
Gulf following the 2010 Deepwater Horizon oil spill 
(Spill). Valued at $2.6 million, the Artificial Reef 
Habitat project enhanced existing nearshore reefs 
within Mississippi waters. The hard bottom 
provided valuable nearshore habitat and shelter 
sites for small crustaceans and mollusks, as well as 
juvenile shrimp, crab and oysters that live on the 
reef and in the sediment. 
 
During the fall of 2012 and spring of 2013, barges 
equipped with a large crane and an attached 
clamshell bucket were used to hoist crushed, 
domestic limestone and place it on the existing 
reefs in coastal waters. A total of 28,530 cubic 
yards of the limestone cultch were deployed on 47 
of the 67 artificial reef locations in Jackson, 
Harrison and Hancock counties. 

 

Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration 

Secondary productivity monitoring of this 
project is complete; data are available at 
https://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/. 
 
Funding for this project is the result of an April 
21, 2011 negotiated commitment from BP to 
provide $1 billion for early restoration Gulf 
wide. When negotiated, the agreement was 
the largest of its kind. Of the $1 billion, 
Mississippi was allocated $100 million. More 
information about this project and other 
restoration efforts can be reviewed at 
www.restore.ms.   
 
 

Phase I Early Restoration 

https://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/
http://www.restore.ms/
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