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• ~82,000 miles of rivers and streams
• ~260,000 acres of lakes and reservoirs
• ~750 square miles of estuaries/harbors/bays
• ~84 coastal miles
• ~2.7 million acres of freshwater and tidal wetlands
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• Fishing
• Swimming 
• Water sports 
• Supporting wildlife
• Drinking water
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http://opcgis.deq.state.ms.us/beaches/
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Beach monitoring data are used daily 
to add or remove swimming advisories to 
protect public health.  

The data collected in this program
has also allowed MDEQ to identify public beaches
• where the designated use of recreation was not met
• generating the TMDLs for pathogens
• led to changes in wastewater treatment along the coast

However we still have issues with swimming advisories
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• The Mississippi coast has ~ 34 
miles of beach in municipalities

• The beaches contain 
approximately 200 outfalls on or 
under the sand that drain 
directly into the Mississippi 
Sound

• Beach advisories due to high 
bacteria counts is a large issue 
with many stretches of beach 
under advisory for weeks 
annually.  GOAL:  Decrease Beach Advisories
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Urbanized NaturalUrban
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Invest with 
RestorationUse the data to invest in 
problem areas

Coordinate the Effort
Work with municipalities to hone in on 
potential stormwater and sewer 
infrastructure problems

Build More Data to 
Assess the Problem
Expand bacterial monitoring
• Upstream
• Sediment
• Source tracking 

Review of Current 
DataAnalyze MDEQ beach 

monitoring data to assess 
trends and problem areas
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• Upstream 
Sampling

• Sediment 
Sampling

• Source Tracking
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For more information, visit www.restore.ms.


