1
Page 1

2012 CLEAN WATER NEEDS SURVEY (CWNS)
FACT SHEET

Purpose of 2012 CWNS 

The CWNS 2012 is designed to document any wastewater collection, wastewater treatment, storm water runoff control, and non-point source pollution control project needs in Mississippi to address water quality or public health issues.

Why is it important?

The “needs” documented in the 2012 CWNS will be submitted to Congress and may be used to determine the amount of federal funds to be received by Mississippi for the Water Pollution Control (Clean Water) Revolving Fund Loan program.  It is important that Mississippi document as much of its water quality and public health related “needs” as possible to protect or enhance its share of the federal CWSRF appropriations.

What can the Consulting Engineers do to help?

· Work with your clients to complete and send in CWNS Survey Forms.

· Help document costs for wastewater, storm water, and non-point source needs on the Small Community Survey Form.

· Help re-document needs and costs for documents that are over ten years old if those needs still exist.

What are “needs” according to the CWNS?

For 2012, EPA defines a “need” as a capital project, with associated costs, that addresses a water quality or water related public health problem existing as of January 1, 2012 or expected to occur within the next 20 years (by December 31, 2031).
What type documentation is needed to document a “need”?

To be included as part of EPA’s estimate of eligible needs in the 2012 CWNS, the documentation must include:

1. A description of the water quality or public health problem;

2. The location of the problem;

3. The solution to the problem;

4. The cost of each solution;

5. The basis of the cost; 

6. The total cost; and
7.   Current documentation.
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Sources of documentation:

It is not necessary that the needs and cost be found in the same document.  Needs can be documented from one source and the solution and costs can be documented in another document.  

The documentation can not be older than January 1, 2002.  The CWNS allows for two levels of documentation depending on the size of the community.

Acceptable documentation for large communities (> 10,000 population) includes:

· Capital Improvement Plans;

· Infiltration/Inflow Analysis;

· Sewer System Evaluation Survey;

· Final Engineers Estimate;

· Facilities Plan;

· Municipal Compliance Plan;

· Federal or State Grant Application Forms;

· Diagnostic Results of Treatment Plant Demonstrating Need for Construction;

· Sanitary Surveys (Documenting High Failure Rates);

· Certification from a Health Official that a Health Emergency Exists;

· Municipal Storm Water Management Plans;

· Approved State 319 Project Implementation Plans;
· Well-Head Protection Program and Plan; and
· Large Community Survey Form (as last resort if no other documentation is available)

Acceptable Documentation for small communities (< 10,000 population) includes:

· All of the above, plus;

· CWNS Small Community Survey Forms (See next page for tips on completing this form); and

· Information from an assistance provider.

For additional information contact:


Tom Webb, Program Support Coordinator


Construction Branch


MDEQ


Telephone #

(601) 961-5136


E-mail Address
Tom_Webb@deq.state.ms.us
Please send any of the above documentation to:


Tom Webb, Program Support Coordinator


Construction Branch


P O Box 2261

Jackson MS 39225-2261
Please indicate in the transmittal letter if you need the documents back.

Tips for completing the Small Community Survey Forms:

· This is not a request for funding through the Water Pollution Control Revolving Loan Fund (WPCRLF) Program.  Completing and sending in this form does not obligate the Community in any way to seeking a WPCRLF loan.  We encourage all communities to complete and send this survey back to our office.
· Even if the small community does not have a consulting engineer that can help them complete this form and certify costs, we would ask that the mayor or public works director document the needs that they foresee over the next twenty years, sign the Needs Certification and submit this form to our office.  There are cost curves in the CWNS database that we can use to help calculate costs for the needs indicated on the survey form.

· Consider using recent cost estimates for CDBG grant applications to extrapolate needs and costs for the Communities entire wastewater system over the next twenty.  We can only use the CDBG grant application and engineering report to document the amount of needs identified in the grant application.  There is no limit to how much needs can be documented on the Small Community Survey form.  Using the Small Community Survey form would allow us to capture all of a Communities needs.
