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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Office of the Mississippi Geological, Economic and
Topographical Survey
Jackson, Mississippi

June 27, 1974

Mr. Gordon W. Gulmon, Chairman, and
Members of the Board
Mississippi Geological, Economic and Topographical Survey

Gentlemen:

I am pleased to transmit Bulletin 119 of the Mississippi
Geological Survey entitled, “Tinsley Field 1939-1974, A
Commemorative Bulletin,” by William H. Moore.

The discovery and development of the largest oil field in
the southeastern States is an exciting part of Mississippi’s
history. Thefactthat this giant field was discovered through
the application of basic geology, in an investigation not
necessarilyslated toward oiland gas exploration, is a tribute
not only to the geologist making the discovery but to all
geologists engaged in similar undertakings.

Respectfully,

William H. Moore
Director and State Geologist

WHDM:js
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PHOTO BY DR. MARTIN J.M. BLESS, SEPT. 10, 1967

This commemorative bulletin is dedicated to Frederic
Francis Mellen. Mr. Mellen was born at Mississippi State
University, then Mississippi A & M, on August 21, 1911. He
was educatedinthe Public schools of Starkville, Mississippi,
holds a BS Degree from Mississippi State University and a
Master’s Degree from the University of Mississippi. Mr. Mel-
len served on the staff of the Mississippi Geological Survey
asageologist and Assistant State Geologist. From the period
0f 1962-1965, he served as the State Geologist of Mississippi.
His work career encompassed work with the Tennessee



6 MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Valley Authority, British American Petroleum and many
years as a consulting geologist: He is presently a consulting
geologist in Jackson, Mississippi. Although Mr. Mellen is
best known for his discovery which led to the establishment
of the Tinsley Oil Field, his geological work also led to the
establishment of the Mississippi Valley Portland Cement
Company in Warren County, the development of an agricul-
tural lime plant at Cedar Bluff in Clay County, and the Miss-
Lite Lightweight Aggregate Plant at Cynthia in Hinds
County. He also was a leader in the exploration of the
Warrior Basin area in northeastern Mississippi. Although
Mr. Mellen has received many honors and much recog-
nition of his geological work, we think that on the 35th
anniversary of the Tinsley discovery other recognition
should be made. Almost daily we see persons of mediocre
talents held up as leaders and their accomplishments
extolled far beyond their worth. In the day of the ordinary
man it seems fitting to pay tribute to an extraordinary
man.
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RESOLUTION

Board of
Mississippi Geological, Economic and Topographical Survey

WHEREAS the mineral production in Mississippi in
1972 totaled approximately $261 million, and

WHEREAS mineral fuels production was valued at
approximately $266.7 million, and

WHEREAS mineral fuels accounted for approxi-
mately 85 percent of the mineral value of the State, and

WHEREAS Mississippi ranked ninth in the Nation
in production of petroleum (crude) and eleventh in the
Nation as a producer of natural gas, and

WHEREAS the month of August 1974 is the 35th
anniversary of the discovery of the first and largest oil
field in Mississippi,

Therefore be it Resolved that the Board of the
Mississippi Geological Survey recognize publicly the work
by Mr. Frederic F. Mellen which ultimately led to the
drilling of the discovery well in the Tinsley Oil Field, and

Be it further Resolved that this resolution be a part
of the Tinsley Field commemorative bulletin to be pub-
lished by the Mississippi Geological Survey as Bulletin 119.

Gordon W. Gulmon, Chairman
James G. Hawkins, Vice Chairman
Robert L. Abney

O. B. Curtis

Troy J. Laswell
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Introduction

At the end of 1938, Mississippi ranked 41 in mineral
production among the 48 States and the mineral production
for that year amounted to only $5,200,000. In 1938 a chain
of events began in the hills of Yazoo County that would
change Mississippi’s mineral economics forever. The Mis-
sissippi Geological Survey, working in cooperation with
the Works Progress Administration, undertook a geologi-
cal survey of ten Mississippi counties. Dr. William Clifford
Morse, Director of the Mississippi Geological Survey,
assigned Assistant State Geologist Frederic Francis Mellen
to supervise the surveys of several of these counties.
Mellen and his workers surveyed Yazoo County with the
idea in mind of finding good ceramic clays. In the course
of this investigation Mellen found several indications of
geologic structure. In February 1939, while observing
outcrops along Perry Creek near Tinsley, a small exposure
of Moodys Branch marl was discovered at an elevation of
250 feet above its normal position (Figure 1). Mellen re-
ported this discovery to Dr. Morse, along with reports of
other structures.

Figure 1 - Anomalous outcrop of Moodys Branch on Perry Creek. (Photo by W.C.
Morse)
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Dr. Morse decided that the Tinsley structure was of
enough import that a press release should be formulated
and issued, and on April 12, 1939, the following release

appeared in newspapers in Mississippi and others in the
South:

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
University, Mississippi
Memorandum for the Press
The Tinsley Dome

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APRIL 12, 1939

A structural “High” in Yazoo County has been discover-
ed by Frederic F. Mellen, supervising geologist of the
W.P.A.-Mississippi State Geological Survey, in the miner-
als survey of the county, in which the Yazoo County Cham-
ber of Commerce and Board of Supervisors are acting
CO-sponsor.

The first indication of the structure was noted in Oc-
tober, 1938, when a thin bed of bentonite in the Yazoo
clay member of the Jackson formation, a bed believed to be
a reliable stratigraphic marker, was determined to lie at
250 feet above sea level six miles southeast of Yazoo City
(Center of Sec. 26, T.11 N., R.2 W.); at 225 feet 2-1/2 miles
farther south (SW. 1/4, Sec. 2, T.10 N., R.2 W.); at 220 feet
9-1/2 miles southwest of the latter place (SE. 1/4, NE. 1/4,
Sec. 32, T.10 N., R.3 W.); and at elevations of normal south-
west dip at points farther south. Approximately the same
elevation of the bentonite bed at two places 9-1/2 miles
along the dip is the significant fact.

In checking his Yazoo County stratigraphy in February,
1939, Mr. Mellen discovered 12 feet of the Moodys Branch -
marl member of the Jackson formation on Perry Creek, a
mile southwest of Tinsley (SW. Cor. NW. 1/4, Sec. 13,
T.10 N., R.3W.), in an area where normally only younger
Yazoo clays should have been exposed. Test hole C-60
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revealed the base of the Moodys Branch marl 6 feet below
water level; and 26 feet of the underlying silty, lignitic,
pyritiferous, argillaceous beds of the Yegua. At this point
the base of the Moodys Branch marl is 150 feet above sea
level; in test C-34 in Yazoo City, ten miles northeast, it is
15 feet above sea level; in a small stream 1-1/2 miles south
of Eden and about nine miles northeast of Yazoo City, it is
160 feet above sea level. The inlier of the Moodys Branch
marl on Perry Creek at an elevation of 150 feet above sea
level shows, therefore, the Tinsley structure to have a
northward contour closure of at least 135 feet —a structure
so favorable for oil and gas accumulation as to warrant
further geologic study and seismographic exploration.

Although the existence of the Tinsley structure in a
thickly loess-covered area is based largely on the evidence
of a single outcrop of the Moodys Branch marl on Perry
Creek, the structure of the higher bentonite bed tends to
corroborate its presence; although all elevations are baro-
metrically determined and are, consequently, not precise,
and although the area was leased, seismologically sur-
veyed, and surrendered, some ten years ago, nevertheless,
the Tinsley structure should be further explored, especially
with a seismograph, to determine whether or not the
subsurface structure is sufficiently pronounced to warrant
a commercial test well, and especially should it be further
explored for the reason that it lies less than 35 miles north-
west of the Jackson Gas Field.

Because of the great expense involved in oil and gas
exploration and especially in deep drilling tests, this press
notice is being released by William C. Morse, State Geol-
ogist, who spent a few days in the field, and by Frederic F.
Mellen, the discoverer, only on the condition that this
article be accepted in its entirety.

After the press release almost immediate leasing ac-
tivity took place centered around the Tinsley structure.
Union Producing Company (United Gas, now Pennzoil
United) had been interested in Mississippi for some time
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and had concentrated some of its exploratory efforts in
western Mississippi. After the release, Union Producing
was active with its geophysical crews and soon assembled
a lease block near Tinsley. Drilling of the first well on this
structure began on July 18, 1939, and on August 29, 1939,
a successful drill stem test at the Union Producing No. 1
G. C. Woodruff indicated a significant oil discovery (Figure
2). Prior to this discovery there had been natural gas pro-
duction in Mississippi from two small fields, this production
amounting to some $3,200,000 in 1938. Now the boom was
on!

Figure 2 - Union Producing No. 1 G. C. Woodruff. Discovery well on Tinsley Field.
(Frank Noone photo)
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Many oil companies, independent geologists and lease
brokers rushed into Mississippi. Jackson and Yazoo City
became centers of the activity. Other wells were rapidly
drilled in the Tinsley Field, and by the end of the year
only one dry hole had been drilled in the growing Field
(Figure 3). The significance of Tinsley Field, its production
data and other details will be discussed in later pages, but
at this time we will turn to actual news releases from the
Yazoo City newspaper and other papers throughout Mis-
sissippi and the south to chronicle the events of the months
after the press releases. The news clippings are from the
files of the Mississippi Geological Survey and the personal
files of Frederic F. Mellen. They make up a fascinating and
exciting story of the birth of a giant oil field.
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THE YAZOO CITY HERA

Union Producing Company
Began Active Drilling For Gil
At Tinsley Dome This Week

Thorough Survey Of P
il Possibilities Made 'unﬂil']‘un:.‘ ::1:,“{.‘:.‘»

Before Company Began pany only vere

Drilling Operations

“The Union Produem Company
bLepan active drlling operation tis |-
weel at the Tinsley
hope of stk cither or il
The dilling operations beng
caried out on the property of G C
Woodrat! nd the well i known as
Waoodrul? 1

\ RN
W Yarao €

cun D« st be attested
residing in the  nei
Tinsley. where seve
dollars have been pai
ers for leases on mineral
women in that section 1
200 for her mineral rights.

The Union Produ Company
made a thorough survey of the pos-
sibilities of oil or gas in that s
tion before moving in its derr
and drilling rig from Monroe. L
The discovery ¢
section would »

The Tinsley Do was discovered
in April of this year by the WPA
clay and minerals

sissippi Gieologic Survey i
The cluy survey was completed
during the first part of this yeuar
and its results will be mude public|j
shortly by Dr. W. E. Mors
University of Mis:
of the Mississippt Geologl
The character of the clays
county will be shown. and &
mate given of the quantity x.r
uable cluys to be found in thi
tion It s known that o L

ture of rock-woul
ed in the lower p
ty und tests of thes maerial will be
run shortly by the University of |
Okluboma at Norman

At the present time. Yuzoo City
finds it difficult o house and tuke
cu
men now in this section exploring
the mineral situation. The Explora-
tions. In an affiliate of the Union
Producing Company, has been in

' lln.

e feamity approprialed

¢ diseovery of 1
s[bourd of adderi

lights, heal. s wffice space 1o
k

newcom
o il or s in this|ic difficult to
volutionize ceonom- | in living quart
ic conditions in the lower Delta. w.,t the least .....x of the

survey  project | who have been paid o
under the supervision of M. F.oiands of dollur: [
Mellen, who hud  charge  of  the | This
Yazoo County survey for the Mis- |harvest o tho o who

of the | side
ssiopi. director | drawing their

Survey. | sourc
rent Cry
Union' Byenincinng
- |spent severnl

of the large number of work-| A of

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

. YAZOO CITY, MISSISSIPPI FRIPAY. JULY 21.

Tion with ils peo. physical
Six months,

Dol b e cor

ol ke
bl By exer

and v ton beelnse
ution e

Done 'I‘ln-

erated  tnrough

: -
st of the times that
was made at the
lelI“l\(‘ committee
Yiroo County Chamiber of
Thiz oy o has
onstructive: service Lo
who quite often find
A properly located

value of
v has been the
income o andowners,
val thous-
I rights
welcome
- been in

monev  has

Ceonome fea-
are at present
shborhood of ifty out-
familics liviny i Yazuo City

money from outside
1 spend [ or

¥

e
ll\nn‘ «
L rix Juonths,
of the state
v omurvey of Y-
it s
$6.000

W group
income for Ya-
o County  was
ble by the commendable
sed by
and board
v when they
quest of the Chur-
of Commeree for cluy and
als swrvey of Yazoo County.
i A L

1939,



YAZ0O OIL
TEST SEEN
PRODUCER

United Gas Subsidiary 0wns
Leases Mue and Hali In
Al Directions

L1 Voo City

AT THX OTL W

excned to-

Auz. 29— Missis<ippi 2oi
day  becanse oii spoated from
fest hole hore. compEIeRt Criics

oressed the beield aut o dest ihe

e has the “real M Cov
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iondent ol the Union Pro m
OMBDANY . Nl b W in bt

Ay i
dome  section whal amonnis Bl
Louisiana oil tield

Amona carly armvals ar the well
ihis a H. M. Morse
state oil upervisar wio
carried of the 1hua back
to Jack:en

Absence o he il v
an enconvasing Supervi
Morse sl He =aid the ol
about 33 aravity

Supt. Quizles =aid it would take
a week or ten duve o rin down tie
casing. bt exper: eilmen believen
the well will flon irveely when ik
supply is controlled

The United Gas Corporotion
leased the area voihin a vawas ol
onc and ome-Falt niles fro he
well. The Uniom Producie com-
pany is a subsicdiary of United Gas

Local residents wondered  how
discovery of the black 1hud would
react on a state which never be-
fore has scen such oremisine indi
cat‘~ns of a recular oil-licld

v the announcemnent resull m
a . . cral migration into this tern-
tory? Is Yazoo Citv desiined tlo

bencfit or will the le Tmxley
community. onlv a mile (rom the
well site. become a thriving delta
nictropolis?

Tc Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Woodratt

owners of the land. the discovery
is an_inspiration for real rejoicing
Mr. Woodiuff is a farmer-planicr

TINSLEY FIELD

Jar Of Yazoo Oil Shown

Powed at Yazon City vesterday tor (he {1t time in
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! and showed it 1o Editor T M. Hederman riaht
1 the oif is a2 “most enconrazia siepn
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H

her husband owns an-
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Mr. and Mrs. Woodruff ave en-
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s (helocal  aeologist on  (he
aveuands The crew  this  morning
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THE VICXSBURG EVENING POST, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 1939.

Tlus Mny Become Mmmlppls Fxrst Commemal Oxl Well

Mississippl's prospects of nnd(n; ofl

in commercial quantities were helghtened yesterday when the
Union Producing Company of Houston, Texas, announced it had struck ofl at its Woodruff, No. 1
well near Satartia. The lop photo shows the big rig, with smoke billowing from one of three boilers
which drive its machinery. The lower left photo shows G. C. Woodruff, owner of the land, while the
lower right plclure shows Fredric Mellon, geologist who made original recommendations for drilling in
that

Casing Expected At

Satartia

Early This

Casing was expected to arrive
nlly uu: nnemnon for the Union
mpany’s  Woodruff
No. 1 off well meas Batartis, Meanc
while there was little stir in the
area as the well crew marked
1 the pace of curlosity
seekers slackened somewhat.
Oficils of the Unlon Com;nn}
predicted yeste:
o 'n drill stem test, ' the “velt
would produce in commercial
quantities.
Officials of the company

sald

pol
through the nnhs outer form:

jons since July 15.

W. J. Quigles, general superin-
tendent, said the well was not
brought all the way in, however,
a drill stem test, taken 1mm2d|—

0
slightly
gasoltzie-con-
tent ofl of Louisiana and Texas.

Specific gravity of 328,
lower than the high

Ofl was discovered, Mr. Quigies

said at 8 depth silghily lower (aun
. He voiced no predic-

tion regnmlng future ofl discuver-
but_predicted
7, fifieen rigs
the imme-

diate vicinity.
“This may thing bl
oll pocket, but ¥ do not aink w07
Mr. Quigles declared. He then said
it seemed certain the well would
in commercial amounts
r as to predict 8
method of getting it (o markst.
In all probability, he explained,
a pipe line would run to the Y2200
river seven miles o ey
crude oll trans) rges.
Well was dlscovered on whei
geologists have termed the Tius-
ley Dome. G. 0. Woodrutf, veter-
o farme: of ths DA
owns the property on whic
Well 15 located, &nd_ siightly less
than 800 acres in that particular
section.

E
H

Yesterday, Mr. Woodruff was
bardly ruffled by his suddenly - in-
ased chance: come Mis-

s o
nmpms first to “cash in”
liquid gold. He sat musingly be-
hind the counter of a mskeshift
stare he built to serve "cold drinks

d_merels ©

Toug!
smued at the jlhu about his sui-

n good fortune.

Survey Made

e story of the Woodruff No.
1 well dates back several months,
when a young man named Fred-
eric Mellon started a study of the
state’s clay and mineral resources.
Working on & Works Progress Ad-
ministration and Mississippl Geo-

Mississippl, operating from his of-
fice at Washington and Speed
streets in' Vicksourg,

In a report made the early part
of this ye said two places
Which he had studied showed def-
inite_signs favoring oll.
the Tinsley Dome area, and
Diticantly enough, the other wi
the Glass Dome section nesar
Glass, eight miles south of her
Mellon spoke favorably in his
port of & section near Blakely,
north of Vicksburg, but recom-

mended a selsmograph study be
al

)( lion was on the scene o( e
‘Woodruff well yesterda
checked with company otticixis r=<
garding their discovery, and stud-
ied carefully the ofl had
come from the well. Melion
predicted other wells in_for that
section. He, too, like Mr. Quig-
les, expressed a degree of confl-
dence that the well would stand
up.

The Woodruft well came tn. Mel
lon said, e top of & strata of
“very n.m" limestone into which
had been forced by
pressure. The
¢ the top of the sand
Mellon said, was indic-

Shility of s small pocm *would
have been increase

on sits
o0 Geinitely a family
hree

Oil Well

Afternoon

Glass Prospects Good
Asked for & comment regarding
possibilities of ofl on the Glass

cerned, the two areas check very
nearly the same.

thing which set the whole
investigation off, Mellon said, was
a formation of rocks he found jut-
ting from the ground nearby the
Woodruff well. This, too, he com-
pared to a formation near the
Glass Dome.

The Woodruff well is the third
to be drilled by the Union Pro-
in Yazdo county.
“indi-

drilled into the ares designated as
the Tinsley Dome.

By a dome, Geologist Mellon ex-

pared it to an orange cut in half,
and said ofl was usually in such
a formation. An anticline is an-
other popular formation for ofl
findings, he explained, but knew
of none in this section of the
state.

n the vicinity of the Woodruff
ywell the Union Producing Company

licens in iston, ' Tex., has
from two to e Apsmand aces
leased. Quigles opined that

this constitutes. The. ot promis-
ing section in the Tinsley Dom
area.

site of the Woodruff well
was determined means of a
reflection seismograph, an instru-
ment which ‘“shoots”  vibrations
into the ground and determines
what lies beneath by mean:
reflections which rise when
brations hit and bounce back from

ion the different underground forma-

tions. He described it in the na-
ture of an echo, where vibrations
from sound bound back from a
distant object.
Waodruff Family Man
nwner of the property where
g Woodruff rig, is
man. He reared

e

as he tossed a nickel

cash drawer after selling & cold
ink.

Yesterday, people flocked to the
site from f and near. Workmen
had curbed the flow of ofl, Eow-
ever, and all the greater part of
them saw were ol smeared prem-
ricied_from

pec!s for a commercial flow.
Should the well live up to ex-

pectations this se
nce a new

o
yesterday could visualize a village
of oll field shacks and in contrast

other more-imposing bulldings 1o
the ‘meighborhood.

In the next few days, the future
be s matter
on.

4

Quigles suld new casing
Teady been ordered. and Should ar.

rive b; ay. About a day

ind a half will be required o in-

stall it, he added.

y at the scene yesterday

in

operations ot
the weter pumps in order to keep
the well opan. 1f the operation
were stopped, B. G. Barnes, drill-
er said, the veli would s00n cave
and fill itself.

In the meantime, Satartia is en-

roads that lead to the site.
er the boom will last will depenﬂ
upen the fuure of the Woodrutf
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THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL, MEMPHIS, SUNDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 3, 1939 SECTIONT 7

‘Yazoo Countians Anxiously Wait As Oil Drama Nears Climax

A battery of steam boilers powers the drilling for oil near Yazoo City, where “black A driling crew sets a “Christmas tree" (drilling appartus] in le It will be placed on
gold" fever is reaching high pitch. A derrick is shown behind the boilers on J\e farm of G. C. tubing in the new well for actual determination of the oil supply, estimated roughly yes-
Woodruff, country storekeeper. terday ot several thousand gallons daily when the well is brought in.

On the derrick floor a drilling crew tightens the collar on a casing. Left to right: G. G. Storage fanks stand ready fo hold the ol if it is found according fo epectations when &
McVallum, driller; L. Gilmore, A. L. Moore, J.B. Moody and W. L. Green. 30-foot concrete plug in the well is pierced tomorrow night or Tuesday morning.

Helen Louise Johnson, foster daughter of Mr. Woodruff, left, and her friend, Clara Mar-

And here is the .mp.mrb.bl. Mr. Woodruff himself, who says he'll just go shead
tin, dipped their fingers in the sticky black treasure from a fest hole. _ waqr protor by e cl.rlmg in_his little store—only build

g in the "town" of Tinsley—even if he gets rich.
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THE YAZ0O CITY HERALD,
YAZOO CITY, MISSISSIPP1

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1939.
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T vo New Wells In

W.! ¢ Started
Wells To Ee Drilied
North Aud South Of
Woodruff No. 1, First
State Producing Oil Well
e P, Redpecs, distriet mana-
g the Umited Gas & Pipeline
Compiuny, aeat  organization of
the Uwon Producing Company, dis-
coverers of  Mhs ppr'e first oil
mmercial qQuan-
it unced that his com-
pany is planiing t6 put down two
additional welis 11t the Tinsley sec-
ton. startiug work at once.

It is theush: thai one well will be
drillod on the J-nime Slephens tract
sbout a mile noith of the Woodruft
Tie, 1wl and another el be put
l;"\‘vll fe the south of Woodruff No

e

The pressure in the Woodrutt No
1 well iz reported to be increasing
steadily. ac¢ cleaning progresses, and
appuarently the well 1s slightly in-
creasing 1ts production. Wednes-
day the guage showed approximate-
1y 312 barrels of o1l per day through
3 qQuarter-inch choke

It will be about 30 days before
officials of the company cun ar-
range for storage facilities for the
normal flow of cil from this well,
and in the mean time the crude
o1l is being stored in tanks near
the well.

H. M. Morse, state geclogist, stat-
ed that no drilling permits have
been 1ssued through Thursday, but
it 1s said that the Southern Natural
Gas Company, who have 12000 acres
m this territory under lease, is con-
templating drilling at an early date

It 1= expected that the work ot
developing the Tinsley Dome oii
field so as to bring 1t into com-
mercial production on a large scale
will go ahead at once, as this 1s
practically the only ‘‘free” terri-
tory in the United States, with few
state laws regulating drilling or
production

Lea~mg activities and the pur-
chuse of royalties and mineral
rights have been going on at a fev-
erish pace, though the excitement
caused by the discovery of oil near
Tinsley and -the attendant ruch of
those interested in speculation in
the field has almost died dowis.

Mayor Sees Meiropolis
Here In Near Future COn
Heels Of Oil Discovery

Predicting a city of over 100.-
000 population 1 tive
vears due to the ciscovery of oil
north of Jackson Mayor Walter
Scott vesterdayx said the City of
Jackson is formulating olans (0
provide facilities for a rapidly
growing municipality.

e mayor said v engineers
had already been working on
plans for the luture for a creater
Jackson but lhe recent discovery
just north of the city has promp
ed the realization that the pro-
gram will have to he spceded fo
kcep ahead of the growth.
inted io the building of
472 | idences in Jackson tre first
eighi months of this vear provid-
ing housing facilities for 618 new
families.

Plans for a Jackson of 100.000
peoulation include extended thor-
oughfares to take care of increas-
ed traftic: enlarged schools. wat-
er maimn extensions and more
sanitary sewers. larger police and
fire fiahting torces and larger
headquariers 1o house the muni-
cipal departments.

Picturing a Capital City-metrop-
olis growing at such a rapid rate
that facilities are already pressed
to render municipal service. the
2mayor said ‘“‘we might as well
face the facts.” .

“Of course the proposed im-
provements will not be made
without the consent of the ocople
in Jackson.” the mayor added.

Asked to elaborate on  what
improvements will he needed [irst.
the city's chief executive mention-

ed the following in the order nam-
rd

Galloway Schonl. on Bailey
nue. recently condcmned as
sale. must be rebuilt.
city must be “torn cown and re-

Another public school in the
built at the end cf the next school
term. Several other schools will
have to be enlarged.

Due to the $7increased traffic,
toroughfares east and wes! and
north and south must he oi 3 opened
to relieve the congested areas.

This would include cxtension ot
Roach and Lamar strects. extend-
ing and widening Pearl. Pascago-
ula and Fortification strees to (ke
northern city limits.

Extension of the water mains.
sanitary and storm sewers and
concreting th ebotton of Town
Creek from Fortification to Ran-
kin street to keep water flowing
and stop the breeding of mo:qui-

ave-
un-

toes.
Larger police and fire hahting

JACKSON, MISS,,
MONDAY MORNING,

SEPTEMBER 11, 1939

YAZ0O OIL
FIELD HAS
ACTIVITY

Three Supply Houses Seek
Spur Tracks; Lease
Scene Shifts

YAZOO CITY. Sepl. 10—As an
oi outside in

Yazoo county as an ofl producing
county and as concrete interest in
‘Yazoo Cily as a dJistributing point,
three outside supply houses have

mnde application ‘o the Y. and M.
. Rallroad company for spur tr‘c}.
These

are being promptly handled by the
railroad company through local of-
feiial P. 1. whalen. jr.

R. M. Poindexter ot the Superior

lron works and J C. Judy ot the
Supply hoth

forces and larger riers 1o
take the place of the already ob-
solete and inadequate  Ceniral
Flre station and police depart-
ment quarters and ciry jail.

Mayor Scott said Jackson is 1o
benefit by the production of oil
just north of the city and surely
Yazoo City will benefit by its prox-
imity to the oil ficlds,

Reiterating hi: prediction ol a
city of 100.000 eopulation “bhelore
yvou can bhegin 1o realize it." ihe

mavor said ‘we cannot he canzn'
napping by not planning for the
near future.’

ol Shreveport, La., were in town
this week end completing arrange-
ments to move a branch to Yazoo
City.

Cliff Robertson ot the Bowrey J.
Smith Supply company of Houston,
‘Texas. was the thad firm making
application (o the railroad company
for facilities.

‘The Superior Iron Works and the
Continent~] Supply company have
been furnishing supplies to the
Union Producing ¢)mpany for man;
years and the move on their parl
holds considerable significance for
Yazoo Ciiy.

Trading in leascs has shitted now
fiom the Tinsley section, to the
sites of the old Free Run well and
the old Amerada well. The Fi
Run well was sunk in Section
Township 15. Range 1W in

the
southeast quarter of the northeast

cuarter. Drillers went down 272.1
feet. The old Amerada well was in
Section 24. Township 12, Range 2W
in the center of the northwest quar-
ter of the northwest quarter. Tt is
on these two fronis that the next
activity is expeete;l to break.
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YAZ00 OIL
IS SHARING
LIMELIGHT

Cotton Combines With New
“Black Gold” To Spur
“Boom"

By JAMES B. Gibson
YAOO CITY, Sept. 12 — This
little delta-hill city, nestling in the
giant elbow of the muddy Yazoo
River, finds itself today between
two big ‘‘booms” — one resulting
from the discovery of ofl and the
other from the rising price of cot-
ton and cott 5
Its people appear undecided
which boom to follow — the “black
gold” which if flowing from the
poor hills, or the “white gold”
which is being hauled by wagons
and trucks out of the rich flat
lands,
-booms are contributing

But in town there is' a lot of ofl
‘‘drilling,” leasing, gossiping
planning. You can ask the first five
men — Or women — you meet on
the crowded streets any question
you think to ask about the oil
boom and receive five separate
and distinct answers.

In that respect, the Yazoo boom
is running ture to the form follow-
ed by the booms of other years.
4There is lacking most of the
color which attended the gireat
event in ElDorado eighteen years
ago, the Burkburnett development,
or the East Texas discoveries some
thirty-odd years in the past.

I mean that Yazoo Is

Both
their share to the g ~of
business in Yazoo City and few of
the natives are seen these days
with frowns upon their faces.
erhaps, the oll boom, which has
in the wake of the dis-

lwo weeks ago, h
share of attention at present.

This is due to the fact that Ya-
200 has never had an oil boo mbe-
fore, while cotton booms have be-
come routine affairs in the life of
the town.

But while the people everywhere
— in town and in the country —
talk incessantly of the oil strike
and {ts possibilities, they keep
their hands busy picking an dgin-
ning the excellent cotton cro
which. man’s labor and nature'’s
magic has produced.

War Helps Market

And with a war going on in Eu-
rope, the market news is getting
to be about as exciting as the war
news and the oil news from down
around Tinsley.

m town, Yazoo City is very
little different from any other town
that happens to be close to the spot
where oil is first discovered.

The air is thic kwith storles of
fabulous lease transactions and
yarns about what is happening in
the “oil field.”

However, the chancery clerk’s
records do not fully bear out the
stories about the leases, nor does
the “oil field" itself reveal any
great activity.

True

By that
not filled with dx;glers. riggers,
e

and
armies which were attracted by
the booms of yesteryear. Instead.
the city is working alive with men
who hold college degrees and big
important-looking maps.

True they talk in low tones, but
they eat in the town's restaurants
and they sleep in regular beds,
either in the hotel or in rooming
houses and in private homes. So
far there have been no sleepers
snoring in the streets, on the steps
of public buildings, or in the hotel
lobby and you can't sell a cot as
quickly as yo ucan dispose of a
lease on that “back forty" acres
of the old homestead — provided
the old homestaed happens to be
in the vicinity of Section 13, Town-
ship 10 North. Range 3 West,

They All Sell Maps

Now and then you can se ea man
— usually one of the army of geol-
ogists here for the big show —
walking around with knee- high
leather boots and khaki trousers
and skirt, but most of the ‘“‘opera-
tors” and hangers-on wear ordi-
nary seersucker and linen cloth-
ing, plus straw hats of varying
types and models.

Almost every business house in
town, it seems, is selling mpas and
“‘oil forms.”

Of course, everybody knows
what a map is, but there may be
a few uninitiated who can't figure
out an “oil form.” Well, # s
simply a standard form of lease
contract, all ready to be filled out
signed before a notary by the
parties of the first and second
parts and recorded in the office of
the chancery clerk.

Actually there is a lull in the
oil boom right now and the na-
tives are taking advantage of the
hh]z to get their cotton out of the
flel and to the gins.
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Production of Well
In Twelve Hours

Showing Considered
Excellent by Oil Men
As Test Run Was Made
By Officials Monday

Reports here late yesterday in-
dicated that the Woodruff No. 1
well of the Union Producing Co.,
located on the G. C. Woodruff
place near Tinsley, produced at the
rate of 812 barrels of oil in twelve
hours, in a test run made by of-
ficials of the company Monday.

This showing is considered ex-
cellent by oil men who are familiar
with conditions in a new fleld, and
they say it points to quick develop-
ment of this area in oil production.

Actual drilling of the Stevens No.

well, about three-quarters of a
mle north of the Woodruff well,
started last night. while Perry No.
1 well, a short distance south of
the first discovery. is expected to
kc started very soon. Part of the
crude oil coming out of the dis-
covery well will be used for fuel
for the engines that will drill the
two new wells.

Fred Endom, Jackson derrick con-
tractor, is in charge of erecting
derrlcku for the Union Producing

Arrnngements have been made
through P. J. Whelan of the Yazoo
City office of the Y. & M. V. R. R.
for tank car shipments of the crude
oil recovered in the Yazoo County
fleld, and he also expects to con-
clude a deal for spur track facil-
ities with three supply houses who

made applications for sites
here.

-~

EW WEL
DRILLING
IN YAZOO

Actual Drilling Gets Under-
way At Stevens Site;
Boom Continues

(From Yesterday's Late Editions.)

YAZOO CITY, Sept. lB-Aﬂtul.I
drilling at Steven’s No. 1 well, just
north of the Woodruff pmdmr.
began last night, and drilling o]
tions at Perry No. 1, south of '.ha
‘\.votlzdruff well are expected immed-

tely.

Woodruff No- 1 is choked down,
8upt. B. J. Barnes stated, because
©f lack of storage facilities for the
oiL A part of its output will be
piped to the two new wells to sup-
Ply fuel for the Diese] engines used
i drilling. Movement of the ofl by
tank car is not expected for two
weeks.

P. J. Whalen, of the Y. and M. V.
railroad, announced this afternoon
that the railroad had its facilities
ready for tank car shipments, and
that he expected favorable response
1o petitions by three concerns for
spur track accommodations.

Another new firm opens tomorrow
here when the Mississippi Realty
company, backed by Bamweu and
Barbour, insurance agents of this
city, and Grant Alexander, of

der will manage the fi

Supply houses, hwyers. and other

interests, seeking locations, consider
nothing less than five year leases
which indicates wJe soundness of
Yazoo City's future.

The local telephone authorities re-
ported today that un average of two
new phones per day had been ine
stalled urlng t.hh month,
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' DISTINGUISHED VISITORS AT OIL WELL

A group of distinguished Mississippians visited the Woodruff No. 1 oil well near
Tinsley last Wednesday afternoon, and made an inspection tour of the roads serving that
area. From left to right they were: George Godwin of Jackson, prezident of Dixie Ad-

vertisers, Inc.; Sidney T. Raebuck of Jackson and Newton, highway commisioner of the
Middle District; K. J. Ferris, president of the Yar

C. W. F. Harper, district engineer, with the Mixssi

00 County Chamber of Commerce; and
sippi State Highway Department.
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Regulations Governing The

Tinsley Oil Fi

eld Adopted

By State Oil and Gas Board

Only One Well May Be
Drilled In Each 40
Acre Block Under The
Decree Issued Monday

Jackson, Miss.—Regulations gov-
erning drilling of oil and gas wells
in the newly-discovered and defin
ed Tinsley Field in Yazoo County.
including a restriction of one woll
on each 40-acre block, were issued
Monday by the State Oil und Gno
Board.

The proven area was described as
3% miles east and west and five
miles north and south. with the
Woodruff Discovery Well in the
center of the ficld. Regulations
will apply only in this prescribed
area and will remain in effect until
further developments change the
boundary. The board also set up
safety regulations. No proration
order was issued.

The only objection raised was in
relation to limiting the number of
wells. which was withdrawn by

In event of proration. the order
states that it shall be on the basis
of the drilling or spacing units upon
which a producing well is located.
with each such producing unit ap-

1 acres a
proration unit and each such pro-
ducing unit less than 40 acres shall
be a fractional proration unit. The
proration from each well would be
based on the number of acres in
the proration unit. whether frac-
tional or not.

With respect to the limitation of
wells. the order. adopted by Gov-
ernor Hugh L. White. Attorney Gen-
eral Greek L. Rice. Land Commis-
sioner Guy McCullen and William
C. Morse. follows:

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

‘Such application shall be veri-
fied by some person acquainted with
the facts, stating that all statements
and representations therein made
are. within the knowledge of the
affiant. true. and that the accom-
panying plat is accurately drawn
fo scale and eorrectlv reflects all
pertinent and required data. Such
exception shall be granted only
after at least ten (100 days' notice
to all lessees and operators of ad-
jacent properties affected thereby
has been given. and after public
hearing at which all interested par-
ties may appear and be heard. and
after the board has determined that
applicant has been unable to pool
his tract or tracts with contiguous

“The Tinsley field shall be divid-
ed into drilling or spacing units:
approximately 40 acres each, con-
forming as clnsely as possible to the
boundaries of the sectionized sub-
divisions of said land. and as the
limits of said field may be further
extended. additional 40-acre units
may be added by the board. Only
one well may be drilled on each

Lewis Peyton, Jackson attorney drillin, i i

: % or spacing unit to each
representing  independent  com- producing horizon and in all in-'
panies, when it was shown that

major oil companies have most of
the holdings in proven territory de-
fined by the board.

Tip Ray, Canton attorney. repre-
senting the Union Producing Co..
owners of the discovery well 12
miles south of Yazoo City. ex-
plained the regulations were de-
signed to encourage development
of the area by major companies.
He pointed out that these com.
panies would not be inclined to
spend large sums in dcvelopment
unless some protection were ac-
corded.

Governor White was inclined tn
elimination of the drilling limit.
but agreed when it was pointed out
that two major companies, Union
Producing and Southern Natural
Gas, held most of the land involved
under lcase. There arc. however,
several small blocks which will be
affected.

As defined by the board's order.
the proven Tinsley. Oil Field is as
follows:

In Towinship 10 North. Range 3
West, the following sections and
part sections: East half of Section

stances said well shall be located as
nearly as practicable in the center
of the unit upon which it is drilled,
e¥=ept that where it is impractic-
able because of topography or oth-
erviise o locate said well -in the
center of such unit. it may be lo-
cated within one hundred and fifty
{150+ tect of the center thereof.

« to all tracts containing less
than 40 acres. the board. in order
to picvent waste or to prevent the
confiscation of property, may grant
exception to permit drilling on such
tracts upon application therefor as
hereinafter provided: provided. how-
cver, the board will not grant an
application to drill on a tract or
tracts containing less than 40 acres
until the applicant shall have first
made a bona fide effort 1o pool such
tract or tracts with a contiguous
tract or tracts or parts thereof. so
As to cstablish at Jeast a 40-acrc
drilling or spacing unit. In all
such cases .applicant shall offer cvi-

dence at the hearing on his applica- |

tion concerning his efforts to enter
into a pooling agreement.  Any
such application for an exception
shall be filed with the board. fully

tract or tracts or parts thereof so
as to establish at least a 40-acre
drilling unit. and has determined
that an exception to such rule is
necessary. either to prevent waste
or to protect from :onnsrnglon ghe
property belonging to applicant.”

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1939.

stating the facts. which application
shall be accompanied by a plat
orawn to the seale of one (1) inch

3; east half of Section 10: east half
of Section 15: east half of Section
22 east half of Section 27: and all

of Sections 1. 2, 11. 12, 13, 14, 23. |cqualing four hundred (400) feet,
24, 25 and 26, {accurately  showing to  scale  the
|property on which the permit--isi

In Township 10 North. Range 2

19 Isought to drill a well undéer the

|exception to this rule, and“accurate-
|ly showing to scale all other com-
Ipleted drilling and permitted wells
{on said property, and aceurately
Ishowing to scale all adjacent sur-
rounding propertes and wells there:
on.

West. all of Sections 6. 7. 18.
and 30.

One section of the order requires
owners or operators to report all
wells producing two per cent or
more salt water to W. C. Morse,
state oil and gas supervisor. An-
other requires “plugging” of a well
brought in in violation of regula-
tions.
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culty n setting '.\u casing, This
difficulty was easily overcome, how-
ever, and the company reported

FOR NEW OIL WELL 5 o= R Tess

ed.
The permit granted yesterday to
fourth leouea. by the oll and gas
Shreveport Concern To Drill board for the Tinsley area.
of three have been taken out by

Test Near Woodruff Pro- the Uzion Productng Company.
ducer In Yazoo City

» permit for e ailing of Base Prices For Royalties

other ofl test well on the Jennie

5 o i T AndLeases GivenIn Yazoo;

No. 1 well of the Union Produc-

Pl e a Work Begins On 4th Well

La.
The new well is located within YAZOO CITY, Sept. 26.—Prepa- (and leases around the wells: With-
& few hundred feet qf the south- rations are under way.here today (in one half mile of Woodruff well:
west corner of the northeast quar- to sink the fourth well in Yasoo | Leases, $250.00 to $330.00 per acre;
ter of Section 18, :{ownmp 10, county, it was announced here this | royalties $175.00 to $250.00 per acre.
North, Range 3, West. morning. The new well is located [ Within three quarters of mile of
The Union Producing Company, Just east of Stevens No 1 and|well: Leases $1560.00 to $250.00 per
a subsidiary of United Gas Pipe northeast of the commercial pro- |acre. Royalties $175.00 to $250.00
Line Company, drillers of the first ducer Woodruff No. 1. Materials |per acre.
commercial well in Mississippi, 18 "u.e' m,fwwmnumd“mmgﬁxmam“n
drilling & well on the Stevens driller’ being assembled. 00 per acre. Royalties
1‘3::. X;“"m.“"‘“'i‘ should get under ugsoo to $135.00 per acre
and O‘Brien are t be- ‘week, thin one and one half miles of
moine reparations for j\;‘mn The well is being drilled for |well: Leases $70.00 to $100.00 per
eir well while the Union’s wel O’Brien of port, | acre. 375000 to $125.00
has already been drilled to a depth Louisiana. The Rex Drilling com- | per acre.
of 1,527 feet. Casing is now being 7any is handling the drilling with | Within two miles of well: Leases
set in the latter well leorge Thurber, Jr. in charge of |$60.00 to $90.00 per acre. Royalties
The Union company also is drill- operations. $75 00 to $95.00 per acre.
ing a third well on the Perry farm Meinwhile drilling crews of the| Within three miles: Royalties
a short distance from the Woodruff Union Producing company are [$2500 to $40.00 per acre.
well. This test is known as Perry pushing the work on Stevens No. 1, | ilightly less.
No. 1 and has been sunk to a depth and Perry No. 1. The well, | Four miles: Royalties $20.00 %o
of 1,334 feet. Just north of Woodruff No. 1 had |$30.00 per acre. Leases alig] less.
A slight deh¥ in the drilling of reached a depth of 1600 feet today.| Five miles: Royalties n"igo to
the Perry vﬁell was experienced The Perry well, south of Woodruff | $25.00 per acre. Leases slightly less.
when the drillers had geme diffi- No 1, reached 1500 feet last night.| These figures are approximate as
T These wells are expected to be |to transactions consummate during
completed within two weeks. the past week Sales are not as
The Yasoo Realty company today | active awaiting the
announced the following as base Iﬁédﬁummvﬂhm
pricss Zor feansaction 10 vopalties|is expecied ¥e&ry shortly.
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JACKSON (MTSS.) DATLY NEWS

OFFSET DRILLING
CALLED GUIDE TO
YAZOO OIL FIELD

BY CHANDLER DIEHL

YAZOO CITY — (AP) — The
next three weeks may well be classed
as the most important in the state’s
industrial history—they should de-
termine whether Yazoo county's
new oil discovery is to be a boom
for all Mississippians or just a'
handful few.

Within three weeks drillers of lhe,
Union Producing Company will have
completed two offset wells 10 the
oil-producing Woodruff No. 1 hoie
and the state will learn whether it |
has on oil field here o1 just a un;le'
well.

Oue well has meant boomtimes—
an estimate $1.000.000 of new money ,
—to Y¥azoo county.

A field of producing wells could!
mean boomtimes for many Mls-r
siss:ppians: might afford tax r=-|
lief to all citizens because of new
sources of state income.

A field of producers would mean i
a rush of capital to the state; should '
mean a sudden surge in business.

The drillers will leave nothing un-
done to prove the field. It is report-
ed that even though oil should e
located at the same horizon as in
the discovery well 14.540 feet). the
drilling  will be continued in a
thorough testing for additional oil- .
bearing horizons.

With such prizes at stake. state-
wide interest is approaching tevci
heat. Thousands of persons are
ponrine into Yazon county to look
at their “interesis.”

One month ago these same citi-

Supply and tool companies havé:
spplied for railway spurs, anticipat- : 3]
ing & heavy surge of business.

Minature settlements have sprung
up around the two offset wells. the

Perry No. 4, a half- mile south of |
woodnlrf No. 1, and the Stevens No.
1 about 3-8 mile to the north.

These baby boomtowns are uni-
que. Outstanding are their fieid
Kkitchens and restaurants on wheels. | |

And—for a wee bit of the oftpic-
tured “frontier” lawlessness— t.he:e'
1s a lone slot mac!

Already deserted is the bal bv'
‘boomtown at the Woodruff well’
site. There four stores stand empLy '
and quiet while & lone surviving .
establishment tries to eke a living !
from the sale of cold drinks to the
few visitors who still call that way.

So great was the leasing boom !
that Governor” Hugh White and |
State Land Commissioner Guy Mc- :
Cullen moved to place a moratorium
on sales of state-owned tax-forfeited ; i
lands in 23 counties. i

The zovernor also started a poll ;
of next vear's legislators for au-|
thorization of an immediate allot- i
ment ol funds for the work of the,
Oil and Gas

The board wet, defined the Tins- |
fey fichl. and sel up a code of field !
regnlations, \

Governor White said he would
recoimmend 1o the next legislature !
that the state cnact a law permit-
tng reteution of A 1-16 royalty on
all siate  lands.  Governor-Elect
Panl Johnson toured Oklahoma to
cheek legislation  and  regulations ,
there relative 10 the petroleum m-‘

Supervisor H.
Morse announces now that drming|

the state hns' !

zens were  lackadaisical about ol . durrry,

ospects i the  Magnolia  state. 0§l and Gas
Hadn't there been 490  wells  sunk
without a ial oil | activity
resulting?

‘Then. on August 29, nudway be-
tween the two present drilling loca-
tions, 12 miles south of here, the
‘Union Company brought in tl
state’s tirst  worthy producer, a |
probarie 5.000 barrels-a-day well.

Yazoo county citizen immediately
tested the sweels of an oil boom.
Scouts. promoters. leasemen swept:
in. filing hotels and boarding,
giving restaurants a rusa:

rties, already scarce
becanse of highway and river work
nearhy. disappeared from the mar-
ket at. top prices

And the rush continue:,

Landowners, especially  those
within a five-mile radius of the dis-
covery well, are receiving envelopes ;
o{ cnsh for leasing and royalty:

Dnlllng leases, on land assessed !
on county books at $2.70 an acre. |
started selling at 85 an acre, has|
men a3 high as 350 an acre. There |

are reports a top of $350 has been
paid for acreage close to the du—'
cove

Y.
Royalty thl.s too, sell at fancy!
ices—up

boom umn has been lur\wyedi
lt ths railroad way-station of Tin-
enterprising salesmen now

tmodmt of cholce locations.

quickened since report of the Yazoo
discovery,  Drilling operations .l'Fy
underway in Itawamba. Prentiss and
Kemper counties for the first tlme;
In history, leaving only 13 counties .
ye! withoul & test ol some sort.

Mississippi's first well was start-
ed in the spring of 1903 in Clarke |
ceunty. The  driliers reported 8
shew of oil at 800 fcct, continued 1o |
1,800 teet. and then shut down op-
erations. apparently giving up hope
they would obtain commercial pro- |
duciion.

In the next 20 vears some half-a-
hindred wells were drilled in the
state but none went o deep as the '
Woodruft discovery well and none |
produced oil in commercial quali-
ties.

A half-dozen wells pmducmc.
small quantities of a heavy asphai
tic oil were brought in shortly ull.-
er the opening of the Jackson gas
field in 1930 but none produced in
what is generally considered com-
mercial quantity. |

Explanation given for the heavy!
percentage of “dry holes™ is that:
many of the wells were not drilled
on o structure and of those on
structurc many were not drilled suA-
ficiently deep.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

The Tinsley structure was located
by Frederic F. Mellen. supervising
geolosusl. of a WPA-Mississippi state
geological survey in Yazoo county.
Mellen noted an outcropping of the

Moody Branch marl formation and
further tests indicated the possibil-
ity of oil.

The Union Producing Company
was the first to move into the area.
Buccess followed.

Now all Mississippl awalts reports
on the offset wells. which, completed
successfully, will hernld the open-
. ing of & new mdustry in Mississippt
‘and plosnei ity for many,

H. M. Morse, state ol and gas su=

;mn.sm', said today casing had been
set at 1,500 feet on the Union Pro-
ducing Company's Stevens No. 1
well in the Tinsley tield and that
| casing would be x,e'. today on Union's
Pen‘v No. 1 hol

This work. he explamed is in ac-
cordance "with the Oil and Gas
Board’s regulatory orders of Sep-
tember 25

‘The piping. extending from the
ground surface to below the Sparta
sands and the underlying Cane river
fornnation. protects drinking water
supplies from contamination by any
nll that might be located at lower

ns.

'l‘he piping is set in cement which,
under Oil Board order, must be al-
lowed to stand a total of 48 hours
before drilling is resumed.

, 1939
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STATE SWEPT
BY OIL FEVER

Single Prom’mer in Yazoo
Iuspires Flurry of
Transactions

By CHANDLER DIEHL

YAZOO CITY, Sept. 27.—@)—
More than 600 wells have been
drilled in Mississippi, only one
has been broughl in a commer-
cial oil producer, vet “oll fever'

today is sweeping the Magnoiia
state.

Northeast Mississippi has seen 2
new wave of lease-buyving So
has mid-Mississippi. Prentiss. Ita-
wambe and Kemper counties are
(emns their first drilling tests.
High hopes surround the ;mkmg
of wells in the southwest se:
of the state.

Interest in the oil industry. in
fact, abounds over the entire state.

Source of all this “oil fever
is the 5.000 barrel well brought
in by the Union Producing com-
pany in Yazoo county's Tinsley
field near here August 29. -

Mississippi's first well to pro-
duce oil in real commercial quan-
tity, the discovery well—Woodruif
No. 1—has restored faith in the
Magnolia state's potentialities: has
roused thoughts of a new major
industry within the state.

Just now the eyes of Mississippi's
iwo million citizens are focused
on the hill-bumpy edge of the
deltalands, south of Yazoo City,
where the Union producing com-
pany is drilling two offset wells
to its discovery.

All citizens are interested vitally
for, should the additional wells
.pout commercial oil. Mississippl
will have an®oil field and not
Just a single well, and there will
be the posslblmy of new revenues
for the state to be enjoyed by all
its citizens in added benefits or
lessened taxes,

The answer is expected in the
next two or three weeks when
the wells are completed. Already
drilling is below the 1,600-foot

ff

"PERMIT IS ISSUED

FOR NEW OI OIL WELL

Shreveport Concern To Drill
Test Near Woodruff Pro-
ducer In Yazoo City

(From Yesterday's Late Editions.)

A permit for the drilling of an-
other oil test’well on the Jennie
Stevens farm in Yazoo county, a
short distance from the|Woodruff
No. 1 well of the Union Produc-
ing Company, was granted yester-
day by the oil and gas board to
Jones and O'Brien, of Shreveport,
La

The new well is located within
a few hundred feet of the south-
west corner of the northeast quar-
ter of Section 13. Township 10,
North, Range 3, West.

The Union Producing Company,
a subsidiary of United Gas Pipe
Line Company, drillers of the first
commercial well in Mississippi, is
also drilling a well on the Stevens
farm.

Jones and O‘Brien are just be-
zinning preparations for drilling
their well while the Union's well
has already been drilled to a depth
of 1,527 feet. Casing is now be!
set in the latter well.

‘The Union company also is drill-
ing a third well on the Perry farm
a short distance from the Woodruff
well. This test is known as Perry
No. 1 and has been sunk to a depth
of 1,334 feet.

A slight delu‘y in the drilling of
the Perry well was experienced
when the drillers had some diffi-
culty in setting the casing. This
difficulty was easily overcome, how-
ever, and the company reported
yesterd-y that drilling had been
resu

The permit granted yesterday to
the Shreveport concern makes the
fourth issued by the pil and gas
board for the Tinsley area. The
other three have been taken out by
the Union Producing Company.

THURSDAY MORNING,
SEPTEMBER 28, 1935

MISSISSIPPI TO SHIP
FIRST OIL OUT TODAY

Yazoo Activity Continues As
Other Firms Enter Field

Special (o The Commercial Appeal

YAZOO CITY, Miss.. Sept. 27—
First oil ever to be shipped from
Mississippi will leave Tinsley Sta-
tion, 12 miles south of here, tomor-
row afternoon, when four tank
cars holding 8000 gallons will be
sent to the Stnndud Oil Refinery
at Baton Rou,

Shipment ll balng made by the
Union Producing Co. owners of
Woodruff Well No. 1, first oil well
in the state. W. D. Quigles, general
superintendent, said the oil was
being shipped for testing purposes,
with the results to establish the
grade being taken from the Wood-
ruff field.

New Well Planned

‘The Southern Nntural Gas Com-
pany will probably be the next
company to enter the drilling field
in Yazoo County, a report received
here today indicated.

The firm, the report stated, will
drill on the A. G. Johnson pluca,
ard operations will begin as soon
as the titles are cleared. This is
expected within the next two
weeks.

The A. G. Johnson place is just
west of the Jennie Stevens prop-
erty and the Union Producing
Company's Stevens No. 1.

Boom Continues

Yazoo City continued to show
signs of the boom today. M. B.
Dolan, manager of the Yazoo City
district office of the Southern
Natural Gas Company, announced
that his company is planning to
construct an 18-inch pipe line from
ils pumping station at Onward in
order to guarantee an adequate
supply of natural gas for the an-
ticipated growth in this section.
The project will cost approximately
$200,000.

Work also began this week on
the warehouse and_ building of the
Superior Iron and Supply Company
which is establishing a branch
house here.
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BEGIN REFINERY
'}ORK NEXT WEEK

$200 w0 PLANG 3+iLL BE PUT IN
BY YAZOO REFINING T ..
INC.

rLcration Secured Near E. W. Coop-
ec Place ‘And Short Creek
—3urveyiny Now

Yazon City will soon have its
ry. a statement from W.
president of the Ya-
ng Co. Inc. revealed

corperation has sccured a
on  fifty acres three miles
sou*h of Yazoo City and adjoining
the Y. & M. V. tracks. The site
i the E. W. Couper plac:
Short Creek.

eying and leveling of the
now underway. and actual
ruction of the “cracking
viil get underway Tuesday
2dnesday of next week. Some
dred men will be emplov-
o the. job and the completed
ry will represent an invest-
of  $200.000.00. Ninety days
bte required to finish the job.
The reflnery will have an aver-
age capacity the ear 'round of
0 barrels per day. Mr. Krug-
said. This takes care o the
indic cleanouts which are re-

5

of the crude oil here will
‘ne the frequency cf clean-
The piant ma; handle as
E 53 4200 barrels in one day.
in {ae actual operation of the
and - offices, Mr. Kruger said
from 70 to 80 persons would be
sloyed, forty percent of which
3 21 be imported skilled labor.
I regard to securing crude oil
for the retinery, Mr. Kruger stat-
ed'that he had contracts with the
oil markets and there would be
no diificuity on this score.

SEPT 29,1939

S00. NATURAL
45 70 DRIL

OPERATIONS REPORTED TO'
PFGIN ON A. G. JOHNSON
PLACE
Operations Awaiting Clearing Of)
Titles—Is In Northwest Quart-
er Section 14

The Southern Natural Gas-Com-
pany will very probably be the
next company lo enter the drilling
%eld in Yazoo County, a report re-
zeived here this morn ng, indicates

The firm, the report stated, will
+rill on the A. G. Johnson place
and operations will begin a3 soon
1s the titles are cleared. This isex-
pucted to be within the next two
weeks.

The A. G. Johnson place is juct
west of the Jenn'e Stevens prop-
erty and the Union Producing Co.
Stevens No. 1. It is located in the
Northeast quarter of Section 14.

THIRD DERRICH
NOW GOING UP

REX DRILLING COMPANY IS
BUSY EAST OF STEVENS
NO. 1

Expect To Go Deeper In Next Tweo
Urion Producing Company
Well:

*A third derrick will within the
next few days rear its head in the
Tinsley oil qeld. The structure is
being erected by the Rex Drilling
Company just east of the Union
Producing Company's Stevens No.
1.

The drilling company crews are
now engaged in clearing the land
and setting concrete for piers.

Meanwhile at nearby Stevens No.
1 and Perry No. 1 drilling is go-
ing forward at a rapid pace. It was
stated . this morning that both
these wells will in ail probability
have to be sunk deeper than the
No. 1 “Wnodruif producer befcre
pay is siruck.

OIL SHIPMENT
BEGAN THURS.

FOUR TANK CARS LEFT TINS-
LEY FOR BATON ROUGE
REFINERY

Unlon Producing Company Has
Leased Four Tankers For
Service

The first shipment of oil from
the Woodruff No. 1 well, the first
Mississippi crude oil, and the first
shipment of crude oil produced
from a well south of the Ohio
River and east of the Mississipi
River, rolled out of Tinsley Sta-
tion yesterday afternoon about
5:00 o'clock bound for the Faton
Rouge reftinery of the Stendard
Oil Company.

Each tank car, W. J. Quigles, gen.
eral superintendent for the Union
P ing Co., said, contained ap-
proximately 200 barrels of oil an
a total of about 8,000 gallons made:
up the shipment.

The cars were loaded on the
five-car spur provided by the Ya-
200 & Mississippi Valley Raijroad,
which 10ad has the distinction of
handling the epoch-making ship-
ment.

Shipment by tank car had been
delayed because of road work ou
the route from Tinsley to the
Woodruft Well. The fuel lins which
was utilized in pumping oil to the
station had to be taken up during
progress of the road improvement.

The Union Preducing Company
has leased the four tankers which.
are being used. If the shipment
of oil makes its scheduled run and
is unloaded at once at the Raton
Rouge refinery, the tankers may ba
back on the Tinsley spur Tucsday
morning. It is not yet known how
fast the shipments will leave i'ins-
ley as this will be goverened by the
expedition with ', which shipments
are handled and cars returned.

A great deal of light will be shed
upon the value of the Woondruf
oil when it -has passed through tae
refinery. One oil man stated that
the specific geravity of 32, at viich
the Woodruff producion was rated,
Was not so good. However, he said.
there are nearly a score of pro-
ducts which are made from crude
0il and he had seen some low
aravity oil which was very valu-
qblo because it was particuiarly
fitted for the extraction and LIERU
facture of some certain product.

Some crude oil, he said, might
have a specific gravity as high as
66. and such oil, just as it comes
Trom the well would come near to
rurning an automobile,




TINSLEY FIELD

DATLY CLARION-LEDGER, JACKSON, MISS.,
SATURDAY MORNING. OCTOBER 7, 1939

Expert Says Tinsley Oil
Field Covers 220 Square
Miles; Lease Prices Up

YAZOO CITY, Oct. 6.—The Tins-
ley oil field was described today as
approximately 20 miles long ard
1 lmiles wide, in the opinion of
.William Randall, state field man-
ager for the Illinois Refining com-
pany, which has taken offices here.
Randall declared that his firm was
ready to take its part in develop-
ing the field.

The field lies northeast by south-
west, the oil expert said, and added
that people should not be discour-
aged if some dry holes result from
drilling, as this is a natural con-
sequence in plotting the outline of
the field.

Randall's company is now en-
gaged in clearing titles and will
begin drilling operations as soon as
this work is completed. Around 4,000

acres have been leased by the firm-

and it is tentatively planned to
drill seven wells in the county. The
Pioneer Drilling company does the
drilling for Randall’s firm.

Also among the company’s plans
for developing this section is the
building of a refinery near Yazoo
City should the field pan out as
expected. The company has already
procured a 230 acre tract which
will be used for erection of the
refinery.

Drilling operations will begin,
Randall said, in Section 9 of the
Tinsley sector.

With the arrival of seversl hun-
dred out of town people during the
past week, interest in ofl interests
has hit a new high with the excep-
tion of the first week after the
Woodruff well was brought in.

During the past three or four
days Yazoo City has seen the first
of “settled citizens,” meaning those
who are moving to Yazoo City with
their families and taking leases on
houses and apartments for a long

period.

All of this new activity has
caused much feverish action among
oll lease and royalty buyers. The
news has spread around that new
money is coming into the Yazoo
field during the weekend from
Texas, Louisiana and Illinois.

Prices for royalties and leases
have fluctuated with news of de-
velopments in different sections,
with most of the activity swinging
south of the wel laround Mechanics-
burg. However, a last bit of news
during the day has directed interest
of many buyers to the north. Leases
and royalties are higher in the
south.

The Yazoo Realty company to-
day announced the following scales
on_transactions:

One lease sold within % mile of
the Woodruff well for $3,000 Wed-
nesday. Royalties in the % mile
radius continued at $250 to $375.

At 3-4 mile, leases $100 to $170,
royalty $120 to $190; 1 mile, lease
75 to $140, royalties $90 to $165;
1%. lease $72.50 to $115. royalties
88 to $55,
royalties $50 to 70; 3 miles, lease
25 to $40, royalties $40 to 60; 4 hiles,
lease $1750 to $20, royalties same.
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LARGE AREA ASCRIBED
10 YAZOO OIL FIELD

Randall Says It's 20 Miles
Long By 11 Miles Wide

Special to The Commercial Appeal
YAZOO CITY, Miss, Oct.
The Tinsley Oil Field, south of here,
was described today as approxi-
mately 20 miles long and 11 miles
wide by William Randall, state
field manager for the Illinois Re-
fining Co., which_has taken offices
here. Mr. Randall declared that
his firm was ready to take its part

in developing the field.

The field lies northwest
southwest, the oil expert said, and
added that people should not be
discouraged if some dry holes re-
sult from drilling, as this is a natu-
ral consequence in plotting the out-

line of the field.
Titles Being Cleared

Mr. Randall's company is now
engaged in clearing titles, and will
begin operations as soon as this
work is completed. Around 4000
acres have been leased by the firm
and it is tentatively planned to
drill seven wells in the county.

Also among the company’s pians
for developing this section is the
building of a refinery near Y:zoo
City, should the field turn out as
expected. The company has al-
ready procured a 250-acre tract
which will be used for erection of

the refinery.
Drilling ~operations will

Mr. Randall said, in Section 9 of

the Tinsley ‘sector.

With the arrival of several hun-
dred out of town people during the
past week, interest in oil has hit a
new high, with the exception of the
first week after the Woodruff No.

1 was brought in.

Realty Transactions

The Yazoo Realty Co. today an-
nounced the following scales on
transactions:

One lease sold within one-half
mile of the Woodruff No. 1 for
$3000 Wednesday. Royalty in the
one-half mile radius continued at
$250 to $375.

Three-fourths mile, leases $100 to
$170; royalty, $120 to $190.

One mile, leases $75 to $140; roy-
alties $90 to $165. Oone and one-
half mile lease, $72.50 to $115; roy-
alties $80 to $235. Two mile, lease

“ $40 to $55; royalties $50 to $70.

Three miles, lease $25 to $40; roy-
alties, $40 to $60. Four miles, lease
$17.50 to $25; royalties about the
same. Five miles, leases $12.50 to
$20; royalties same. Prices outside
the five-mile limit have increased
in the south from $2 to $3 an acre
to as high as $7 to $10. Other sec-
tions have about held their own
outside of the five-mile limit,

0il Test Near Toccopola
Arouses Excitement

PONTOTOC, Miss, Oct. 6. —
There is renewed .excitement over
the oil test near Toccopola—but no
indications of oil as yet. The drill-
ing is on the property of Zollie
Lewelling and hes reached a depth
of nearly 3800 feet.

This is the second test in this im-
mediate area, the first being made
a few years ago. Dr. H. M. Morse,
director of State Oil and Gas Sur-
vey, has sald that the area “looked
too good to be true.” The late Dr.
Lowe, when he was state geologist,
said “the structure is the most out-
standing and picturesque in the
:tu:g_ and is certainly worthy of a
esf

Crews are working daily in three
shifts at the well, keeping the ma-
chinery going 24 hours a day.

The orizinal contract calls for a
depth of 4000 feet, but a new con-
tract has recently been made to go
to a depth of 8000 feet, or to con-
tinue as long as prospects for a
strike are favorable,



28

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

THE YAZOO CITY HERALD, YAZOO CITY, MISSISSIPPI

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1939.

Yazoo County

Oil Analyzed

By State Chemist W.F. Hand

An analysis of the crude oil com-
ing out of the Woodruff No. 1 well
was taken by Dr. William C. Morse.
state geologist and sent to Dr. W. F.
Hand. head of the chemistry depart-
ment at Mississippi State College,
for anaylsis. Dr. Morse wrote us
as follows:

Mississippi Geological Survey
University. Mississippi
October 3, 1939
Hon. N. A. Mott, Editor,
Yazoo Herald,
Yazoo City. Mississippi.
Dear Mr. Mott:

A sample of crude oil from the
Union Producing Company's Wood-
ruff No. 1 well was taken by the
Mississippi State Geological Survey
on September 9, 1939, and was sub-
mitted to Dr. W. F. Hand, State
Chemist, for analysis. The sample
was analysed, under Dr. Hand's
direction, in the new Petroleum
Products Laboratory, created by act
of the 1938 Legislature as an addi-
tion to the Mississippi State Chem.
ical Laboratory. The analysis fol

lows:
YAZOO CITY CRUDE
General Characteristics
Specific Gravity—0.852
Per Cent Sulphur—0.730%
Saybolt Universal at 100°F—54
A. P. 1. Gravity—34.5
Color—Black
Distillation, Bureau of Mines
Hemphel Method
Dry Distillation Barometer 756

First Drop 81°F
Temperature Per Sum Spe. A P.
°F Cent Per cific

Cut Cent Grav.
Up to 122 3.18 3.8 0630 93.1

122-167 207 525 0670 79.7
167-212 309 834 0697 715
212-257 446 1280 0.717 6585
257-302 443 1723 0735 610
302-347 4.53 21.76 0.755 55.9
347-392 420 25968 0762 542
792-437 4.30 30.26 0.786 48.5
437-484 4.26 34.52 0.8045 44.4
182-527 4.80 39.32 0.820 41.0

Kerosene 13.36; Light Naphtha 17.62;
Light Gasoline 8.34.
Total Gamlme and Naptha 25.967%—
624 A. P.
Kerosene Dlstlllate 13.367%—440 A.
I

Dr Hand. who has devoted years
of outstanding professional service
lo the Statc of Mississippi as its
state chemist, and as head of the
Chemnslry Department of Mississip-
ri State College, writes: “We had
hoped to du some additional work
on the »il, but the pressure of va-
rious dutics here, especially thosc
incident to the opening of college,
have delssed us. At any rate, the
characteristics shown on our re-
poct will enable you to determine
the usefulnese of the oil for re-
firing

Very tieuly yours,

WILLIAM C. MORSE.
State Geologist.

-t a——-

Yazoo Qil

Field

Arousing Inferest

Grant G. Alexander
Found Interest High
In Greenville Section
ﬂrun! G. A]rx.mdrw of the Mis-

cek-end <|av

. buck today from

n Greenville, said

hn finds infcrest in Yazoo County's
nil prospects axtremoly high all over

the northern part

of the state. He

has had inquiries, he said. from men
in ncarly every kind of business

concerning Yazon
County.

City and Yazoo

Interest in residence property is

increasing. he s

because of the

influx of people who will be more
or less permanently located here.

Houses are still
continued, though
ing more scarce
that passe

to be found. he

they are becom-
with cw\ry day

Mr. Alexander said rooms still can

be had heve. but

that apartments

are becoming more and more diffi-

cult problems.

————

Law Very Strict On
Sale of Securities

Yazoo Situation Is
Being Investigated By
The Secretary of State

Hon Walker Wood. secretary of
state. who has the responsibility
for the enforcement of the “Blue
Sky" laws of the state. is develop-
ing information with reference to
poss:ble vinlations of the law in
connection :1ith the oil development
in Yazno County. Securities of any
kind, except those exempted by law,
cannot be sold in Mississippi with-
out compliance with the law. The
term “securities” is very broad un-
der the statutes. Before even ex-
empted securities can be sold an
agent's permit must be secured and
the exempt securities listed with
the secretary of state.

Judge O. B. Taylor of Jackson.
a former chancery judge of Yazoo
County. is acting as attorney for the
secretary of state. and ic spending
some time in Yazno County investi-
gating the situation for Mr. Wood

It would seem to be important
that all persrns or companies en-
gaged in selling oil securities should
first contact the office of secretary
of state in Jarkson., and do what-
ever is necessary to qualify secur-

ities for sale under the laws of

Missi

ppi.

buying oil zeeuriticz or other items.

should aseertain if the stock has
been qualified under the “Blue Sky™

laws.

P
Persons purchasing stock. before
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YAZ0O WELLS
NEAR BOTTOM

Crews Drill Deeper Into
Second Sand Layer; Oil
‘Trend’ Reported

(From Yesterdsy's Late Editions.)

YAZOO CITY, Oct. 13—Reports
received here today from the two
offset wells being drilled north and
south of the Woodruff No. 1, by the
Union Produclig Company indica-
ted that both holes are showing fa-
vorable developments and final and
conclusive reports may be avail-
able tonight or tomorrow.

A showing was struck yesterday
morning ln both wells at around
4500 feet and both crews were oc-

cupiled with coring. The same thin
sand was struck in the Woodruff
well, it was reported, but the crew
went deeger to find the second oil-
bearing sand.

Deep well tests are reported in
ess today and the result of
will probably determine the

final decision on the two holes.

Developments in Yazoo county’s
fast breaking oil activity at the two
Union Producing company’s offset
wells were overshadowed today in
the face of a congealing of opin-
fon among scores of oil experts
here to the belief that the petrol-
eum concentration will prove to be

“trend" nther than a “‘dome’ as

n t.hu bellef 15 true' the magni-
tude of the field will be intensified
an unlimited number of times, lnd
this section will see much impe
added to development that bn not
been dreamed.

Roughly, the ofl men describe a

t.mnd" as an underground river of
ot WohEn T Compares tocamar

c] com| a pool.

The trend, many fre ely stated,

might be as much as 75 miles in

and 25 miles wide dotted in

places with faults, or spots where
dry wells mlg t be drilled.

course of the suspected trend

la southwest to north

m belief, the experts point-

ed out that the same elevations

over the geophysical conditions
bere but had, in the vast mjonty.
become firmly convinced

the past few days that ﬂm
existed.

5 lﬂ)::huy is*
the big delegation from east Tex-
a8, it was reported by members of
the representation from that sec-
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YAZOO CITY, Oct. 13—The Ya-
200 Realty company in their oil ex-
change market release reported that
asking prices in m:- viec]lnity of the

had

ad-

vanced sharply duving the past two
days with some deals being closed
at fancy figures. In some instances
huyer:’ have retuud to give the ad-

vance

ces , 1-2 mile, no leases
nvn!lnble. wynlty 350, $450.

‘Three-fourth mile, leases $15 to
uso, mynlty 3150 to $265; 1 mile,
to $140; 11-3, royalty
'lll to 3150 11-2 mile, leases, $75 to
mo. royalty $80 to $115; 2 miles
ieases, $60 to $90, royalty, $65 to
:100 3 mile, leases, $35 to $55, royai-
, $40 to 60; 4 mile, leases $25 to
MO. royalty $27.50 to $45; 5 miles,
leases $17.50 to $25, royalty $20 to

$27.50.

Outside the 5 mile iimit prices are
remaining at 25 cents to $7 and $8,
with the better prices prevailing in
the south.

LAUREL, Oct, R’)——Oﬂ de-
velopment mum-t. in Mississippt
is Invading Jones oounty again
where ﬁwuund; M lcres were
under lease ago and
where geolognu h-vo mnde en-
couraging reports. No real test
has ever been completed. Records
at the Chancery Clerk’s oﬂ
here show more than sa
of leases and royalty deeds hlve
been filed recently and others
are reported l.ng drafted,

BATON RUUGE 1a., . 18—
(—Oll flowed today {rom a_sec-
ond well on the Louisiana State
University campus.

‘The second producer on Unl-
versity lease wns brought in by
Willlam Helis and the Louisiana
Progress Oil Co., Inc., as practically
a muﬁneﬂmmplenun at 6.500 feet.

TOCCOPOLA, Oct. 13—A depth
of approximately 3310 feet has been
reached by the drillers in thé Toc-
copola oil well located four miles
southwest of here. The well t5 lo-
cated on the property of Zollie Lew-

The original contract calls for a
depth of 4000 feet but a new con-
tract is reported to have been made
to drill to a depth of 6,000 feet or
to continue as long as prospects for
striking ofl are favorable.

Crews are now working in three
shifts ut the well keeping the mach-

inery in operation continuously.

MERIDIAN, Oct. 13—(#)—Negoti-
etions for leases and mineral rights
for the qrilling of two wells in
g‘mrn county were in progress to-

.

One location s four miles south-
cast and the o'.hsr u miles south
c¢f Quitman. locks of leases
already have: bun ukln by Joe
Modizett of Shreveport.
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NOTHING CALM
ON OIL FRONT

Activity Increases In State
After Second Producer
Tapped

YAZOO CITY, Oct. 18 — Crews
at the Perry well, where oil was
struck Saturday afternoon, will be-
gin pumping concrete tomorrow to
set the production string, it was
reported here today, and the well
is expected to be brought in Fri-
day of this week.

Reports as to its potential com-
mercial production are but guesses
at this stage of the game, and it
will not be known definitely what
the well will do as a commercial
producer until it is brought in.
However. it is conceded to be a
better well than the Woodruff No.
1.

At the O’'Brien well, being drilled
by the Rex Drilling company on
Jennie Stevens land just east of
the Stevens No. 1. the crew had
reached a depth of 3688 feet this

morning.

It is believed there may be no
more Union Producing company
wells until the Stevens No. 2 is
decided. At the rate the work is
progressing, nay may be struck
early next week.

At the Stevens No. 1 indications
are not so favorable, however, the
well may be drilled considerably
deeper in search of & second pay

sand.

Only about a fool of pay with a
light showing has been enountered
so far. It would not be unusual i
such were the case. In other oll
fields there are wells standing
close together which are producing
from sands which lie at depths of
considerable variance.

Drilling contract is expected to
be let this week on the Yazoo Re-
finery Co.. site where the derrick
has already been erected. This
well will be in the Tinsley field and
the location was highly praised by
Geologist Frederick Mellen, who
discovered the Tinsley field.

Nothing wss quiet on Mississip-
pi's oil front yesterday as enthusi-
asm gained momentum after Ya-
z00'; second commercial producer
was brought in Saturday. irst
stem tests on the new producer—
the Perry No. 1, owned by Union

C

it might “e capable o even greater
output than Union’s discovery well,
the Woodruff No. 1. .

The discovery well. brought in
one-half mile to the north on Aug-
ust 29. is tabbed as good for 4.000
barrels or better a day. The Perry
might produce as high as 7,000 bar-
rels, it was said.

While production string casing
we being set on the new well to-
day, drilling operations
er locations in Mississippi were in-
tensified and there was word of
much other activity.

Sevcral companies, hat were

rations for operations on the loca-
tions they already had secured.

‘The flurry of lease-taking and
royalty-buyving that swept into
Scott county, Clay county and into
northeastern Mississippi two weeks
ago, extended southward into Clarke
and Jones counties.

Negotiations were in progress in
Clarke county for the drilling of
wells -1 locations four miles south-
east of Quitman and 15 miles south
of the county seat. The Jones
activity was the greatest since in-
complete tests for oil were made
se years ago.

An early start on a Wilkinson
zunty test likewise seemed assur-

Of the six wells under dril, two
are located in the Tinsley field, and
e each in Hinds, Itawamba. Kem-
)e!r and Lafayette counties.

N reported
at 4540 foot depth, and the Jones-
O'Brien Stevens No. 1 below 2,000
feet. The latter well is to the east
of “Jnion Producing company's lo-
cations.

Surface casing was set during the
past week at Mississi Basin
company's Gaddis Farm No. 1 well
to the east of Brownsville in Hinds
county. and at G. C. Grasty’s Ken-
tucky Lumber company No. 1 in
Itawamba county.

‘The Lafavette county well, four
miles southwest, of Toccopola, was
reported drilling once more after
time had heen taken for tests at a
point below the 3,800 foot level.
Tnere was no statement as to how
nweh longer drilling  operations
would continue.

Meanwhile, reported recent show-
ings of both gas and ofl at the
Kemper county test well near Dale-
ville, created additional interest in
that sector.

Ofl sand in Union's new Perry
well was reached between 4,579 and
4,589 foot depth and the well was
completed at 4,603 feet. Drill stem
vests cnowed oil flowing at a 310-
barrel rate on a 1-12 inch choke.

‘The Woodruff discovery well tap-
ped pay sand between 4,540 and
4,550 feet. Its first flow, after cas-
ing was set, was 312 barrels through
8 1-4 inch choke. This production
increased greatly as the well clear-
ed itself and it is now tabbed as
capable of between 4,000 and 6,000
barrels unrestrcted flow.

The Perry's production string
casing: will be allowed to set for
72 hours and the well then will be
“brought in" and mere complete
tests taken.

United Gas company officials
here were highly pleased with the
drill stem test. John Rogcrs, man-
ager of the Jackson otfice, said the
oil sand in the Perry was vel
sinilar to that of the discovery well
and indications were that produc-
tion would be as great as that of
the first.

_ EDWARDS. Oct. 16.—A big bus-
iness in oil leases has been going
on in Edwards within the past
few days.

C. W. Hicks. an independent oil
operalor of Tulsa, Okla. and
Owensboro. Ky. has been here,
and an operator from Tyler, Texas,
is_expected this week.

I is rumored that drilling 15
to be started here in the near
future,

D . Oct. 16. — Holmes
countians are very optimistic over
the developments to follow in the
oil fieid following the successful
discovery of a commetclal produc-

clerk's office. The acreage is In
scattered areas of the county,
southern, western and eastern
areas being in the list of leases
1

iled.

With the oil area southwest of
Holmes in adjoining Yazo0 county,
lease buyers are not all seeking
acreage in the fleld to the south,
but they are following what geolo-
gists in the past have termed a
structure that forks in this county,
one following the foothills of the
delta and the other going across
the county from southwest to
northeast. Most of the leases on
file embrace the two areas, al-
though some have been taken bor-
dering the Big Black river in the
extreme eastern part of Holmes
county.

Although no test well has ever
been drilled in northeast Holmes
county, a well in the Free Run
area between northern Yazoo
county and southern Holmes, was

ed several
encouraging oil signs, but the
depth penetrated was not within
half of the distance where oil was
found in the Yazoo producer.
Gas pressure was found along
the Tcheva creek .area that
prompted location of the test well.
This company. known as the Free
Run Oll company, was by

several prominent business men of
the county with the late Bill Wil-
lis as operating manager. Willis
later became prominent in the de-
velopment of Jackson gas field.

Geologists have always predict-
ed a potential ofl field in Holmes
county, their claims being based
on structures they claimed ran
down into Yazoo county, giving
Holmes county a larger pool. Drill-
ing tests now in the process of
development, will soon prove or
refute the claims.

In the list of leases bought in
Holmes county on file with the
chancery clerk are found the fol-
lowing:

Lexington Lease and Royalty
ompany; Dr. O. D. Hooker, Paul
L. Domengeaux, Irby Turner, wil-
bur Hooke . B. Wal F.

er, D tson, D.
Sprulll, Parker Ellis, J. E. Gwin.
Je J. P. Arb

Mrs, Irby Johnson, uth-
not, Mrs. Olivia Jones, N. Schur
No large block of acreage hac
been secured as yet, although sev-
eral are working on blocks of 8,000
to 10,000 acres. These have not
been finsh the fact is generally
known. Several other private buy-
ers have secured leases in vari-
ous areas to be filed later,
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6. Lessee shall have free use of oll, gas, wood and water from

“OIL, GAS ANN MINERAL LEASE said land, except water from lessor's wells, for all operations here-

This agreement made this 4th day of October, 1939, between the under, and the royalty on oll and gas shall be computed after de-
Board of Supervisors of Wacren County, Mississippi, lessor (whether ducting any so used. Lessee shall have the right at any time during
cne or more) and G. M. Sucduth, lessce, witnesseth: or after the expiration of this lease to remove all property and fix-
1. Lessor in consideration of One and 00!100 Dollars ($1.00) in tures placed by lessee on said land, including the right to draw
hand paid, of the royaltics herein provided and of the agreements 8nd remove all casings. When required by lessor, lessee will bury
of lessee herein contained, hcreby grants. lcases and lets exclusively all pipe lines below ordinary plow depth, and no well shall be drilled
unto lessee for the purpose of within two hundred feet of any residence or barn now on said land
drilling and mining for and producing oil, gas and all other minerals, Without lessor's consent. Lessor shall have the privilege at his risk
laving pipe lines, building tanks. power stations, lelephone lines and 8nd expense of using gas from any gas well on said land for stoves
other structures thereon, to produce, save, take care .f, treat, trans- 2nd inside lights in the principai dwelling thereon out of any sur-

rort and own said products and housing its employees, the follow-
ing described land in Warren County, Mississippl, to-wit:

School Section 16, Township 16 North, Range 4 East.

2. Subject to the other provisions herein contained, this lease
shall be for a term of ten vears from this date (called “primary
term”) and as long thereafter as oil, gas or other mineral is pro-
“uced from said land hercunder.

3. The royalties to be paid by lessee, are (a) on oil, one-cighth
of that produced and saved from said land, the same to be delivered
at the wells or to the credit of lessor in the pipe line to which the
wells may be connected; lessec may from time to time purchase any
royalty oil in its possession, paying the market price thcrefor pre-
vailing for the field where produced on the date of the purchase;
(b) on gas, including casinghead gas and other vaporous or gaseous
substances produced from sald land, as follows: In case lessee shall
itself use gas in the manufacture of gasoline or other products there-
from % of 25% of.the market value at the plant of gasoline or other
produce h , q y of produce to be ascer-
tained in a manner recognized in the industry; in case lessee shall
sell gas at the wells, %3 of the amount realized from such sales;
and in all other cases when sold or used off the premises, the mar-
ket price at the well of % of the gas so sold or used; and (c) on
2ll other mineral mined and marketed, one-eighth, either in kind
or value at the well or mine at lessee's election, except that on
sulphur the royalty shall be fifty cents (50c) per long ton.

4. I operations for drilling are not commenced on said land
cn or before one year from this date this lease shall then terminate
as to both parties unless on or before such anniversary date lessee
shall pay or tender to lessor or to the credit of lessor in ........_...
Bank at ... ___ Mississippl (which bank and its successors
are lessor's agents and shall continue as the depository for all rentals
payable hereunder regardless of changes in ownership of said land
or the rentals) the sum of twentv-five cents per acre, (herein called
1entals) which shall cover the of d
of drilling operations, for a period of twelve (12) months. In like
manner and upon like or tenders
ment of drilling operations may be further deferred for successive
periods of twelve (13) months each during the primary term. The
payment or tender of rental may be made by the check or draft of
lessee mailed or delivered to sald Bank on or before such date of
payment. If such bank (or any successor bank) should fail, liquidate
or be succeeded by another bank, or for any reason fail or refuse
to accept rental, lessee shall not be held in default for failure to
make such payment or tender or rental until thirty (30) days after
lessor shall deliver to lessee a proper recordable instrument, naming
enother bank as agent to receive such payments or tenders. The
down cash payment is consideration for this lease according to its
terms and shall not be allocated as mere rental for a period.

5. If prior to discovery of oil or gas on said land lessee should

plus gas not needed for operations hereunder,

7. The rights of either party hereunder may be assigned in
whole or in part and the provisions hereof shall extend to the heirs,
successors and assigns, but no change or divisions in ownership of
the land, rentals, or however shall operate
to enlarge the obligations or diminish the rights of lessee. No sale
or assignment by lessor shall be binding on lessee until lessee shall
be furnished with a certified copy of
same. In event of assignment of this lease as to a segregated portion
of said land the rentals payable hereunder shall be apportionable
as between tlie several leasehold owners ratably according to the
surface area of each, and default in rental payment by one shall
not affect the right of other leasehold owners hereunder. If six
or more parties become entitled to royalty hereunder, lessee may
withhold payment thereof unless and until furnished with a re-
cordable instrument executel by all such parties designating an
agent o receive payment for all.

8. This lease shall not be or for
fallure by lessee to perform in whole or in part any of its implied
obligations, nor while oll or gas is being produced in paying quen-
titles for any cause whatsoever, unless there shall first be a final
Judiclal ascer that such or cause exists and that
lessee is in default. Upon such final determination, lessee is hereby
given a reasonable time thereafter to comply with such obligation,
or at lessee's election, to surrerder the lease, with the option of
reserving under terms of this lease, each producing well and ten
acres surrounding it to be selected by lessee. Lessee shall not be
liable in damages for breach of any implied obligation.

. Lessor hereby warrants and agrees to defend the title to said
land and agrees thai lessee at its option may discharge any tax,
mortgage or other lien upon said land and in event lessee does s0,
it shall be subrogated to such lien with the right to enforce same
and apply rentals and royalties accruing hereunder toward satis-
fying same. Without impairment of lessee’s rights under the war-
ranty in event of failure of title, it is agreed that if lessor owns an
interest in sald land less than the entire fee simple estate, then
the royaltles and rentals to be pald lessor shall be reduced pro-
portionately.

Lessee herein or assigns agrees to make his own arrangements with
the owners of the surface leases affecting the property described herein
with reference to ingress and egress, thereby relieving the Board of
Supervisors of Warren County, Mississippi, from any lability con-
cerning the surface leases alfecti the prop herein.

Notwithstanding any provision herein to the contrary, it is under-
stood by all parties hereto as follows:

That if bonafide drilling of a well for the production of oil or
gas Is not begun within six months from the date hereof upon the
property covered by this lease, or upon the land, commonly known
as a block, covered by a group of leases of which this lease may be

drill a dry hole or holes thereon, of if after discovery of oil or gas % part, o within & distance of five miles from the land under this
the production thereof should cease from any cause, this lease shall 685¢, an P with due to a depth of
lessee drilling or reworking 0% feet, unless oil or gas is found in paying Guantity at a lesser
sixty days thereafter or (if it be within the pri- depth, then and in that event this lease shall become null and void
mary term) or res: e or tender of rentals :"d,r‘:" L“° effect.

cn or before the rental paying date next ensuing after the expiration at Iif at any time duiing the life of this lease a well shall
of three months from date of completion of dry hole or cessation P€ _completed as a producer of ol or gas in commercial quantity
of at the of the primary term ofl or gas within a distance of five miles from the land covered by this lease
is not being produced on said land, but lessee is then engaged in VU 1Ol thereon, then withi. a period of six months immediately
drilling or re-working operations thereon, the lease shall remain 10lloWIng such completion a well shall be begun upon the land
in force for so long as are with no covered by this lease and shall be prosecuted with due diligence to
of more than 30 consecutive days, and, if they result in the produc- 8! least sufficfent depth to test the horizon from which such pro-
tion of oll or gas, so long thereafter as oil or gas is produced from duction was had. In the event of failure to fully carry out this pro-
sald land. In the event a well or wells producing oll or gas in Vision then this lease shall become null and vold and of no effect.
paying quantities should be brought in on adjacent land and within In witness whereof this iustrument is executed on the date first
160 feet of and draining the leased premises, lessee agrees to drill 2bove wuiiten

such offset wells as a reasonable prudent operator would drill under

the same or similar circi 3

not 1
operations within
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Jackson

May Get

Supply From Oil

Fi_eld

Increasing Pressure in East-
ern Fringe of Tinsley.
Field Noted

Increasing gas pressures in ol test
wells drilled in the northern and
eastern ‘ringe of the Tinsley field
in Yazoo county raised hopes yes-
terday that a new source of natural
gas for Jackson may be found near
at hand.

Geologists interested in the Ya-
200 development reported that the
gas pressure in the Jones-O’Brien
well, newest oil praducer tapped in
the Tinsley area, was considerably
higher than in either the Woodruff
ar the Perry wells previously drilled
by the Union 3

Outshkirts

Otficials ot tne Union company
expressed the hope that the coarser
otl-bearing sands would be encoun-
tered at a greater depth.

In the meantime Texas interests
are preparing to «rill one or more
test wells ir the vicinity of Bolton,
and hope to start the first well by
November 1. Harold Byrd, of Dallas.
has a contract for the Stewart
company to drill ihe first well in
Eection 12, Township 6, North,
Range 3, East.

E. R. Owen. local driller. is work-
ing on a well at Brownsville, north-
cast of Bolton. and was reported

have the

Further tests in the Tinsley
Field by the Union Producing
company will be announced, it is
reported, while Inauguration of
drilling tests by Southern Natural
Gas, O'Brien Brothers, Amerads,
Barnsdale, Gascon, ,
nolia, Byrd, Frost and others who
have leases in the field will prob-
ably be announced at any time.

A drillng contract will prob-
ably be left next week for the
yazoo Refinery, Inc., Brooks No.
1 which is in the Tinsley fleld.
The derrick has already been
erected on a location described

Wilcox iormation Little informa-
tion concerning th's well has been
made available.

The Byrd interests of Dallas have
jeases on some 10,000 acres in the
Bolto nares and their geologists are
hopeful thst this section offers bet-
ter ofl production than the Tinsley
come section of Yazoo county.
this. Yazoo act-

Increased gas pressure also was
roted, they said, in the Jennie Ste-
vens No. 1 well of the Union Pro-

ducing Company.

Although doubt was expressed that
a profitable gas well can be made
in the Tinsley arca at this time,
the possibility of a large pool of
gas between the fieid and Jackson
:“u admutted by oil men and geolo-

ts.

‘The news of increased gas pres-
sure in the Yazoo area was heert-
ening to local interest very much
concerned with the rapidly dwind-
Ing supply of gas in the Jackson
field and the discouraging efforts
to bring in new weils to supply lo-
cal demands.

Drilling continues within the city
of Jackson but officlals admit very
frankly that the chance of discov-
ering a new supply of gas is rapid-
ly growing more remote.

Meanwhile, the Yazoo oil field it
the state’s chief ceuter of interest.

Oil men who have followed the
Tinsley developments carefully since
the first well came in six weeks ago
declare that the Jones-O'Brien well
is by far the best producer in the
area thus far,

‘This well showed 19 feet of coarse,
ofl-bearing sand in a drill stem test
Priday and the experts agree that it
will produce in the neighborhood of
7,000 barrels a day.

Further tests were made yester-
¢ay at the Union Producing com-
pany’s Jennie Stevens No. 1 with
results that were more or less dis-
couraging. The project has not been
abandoned, however, and following
the tests the drilling was resumed

.at & depth in excess of 4,800 feet.

Yesterday’s test, it was learned,
chowed twenty feet of sand in this
well and strong indications of oil.
The sand was said to be too fine-
grained, however. to permit the
profitable expelling of the oil.

ually has three producing wells al-
ready and plans are being made
rapidly for the drilling of other
tests in that area.

The output of the Woodruff No.

by FPrederick Mellen. geologist
who the Tinsley fleld,
as the most promising in the

area.

Southern Illinois Refinlery com=
pany is another interest which 18
being looked to for early drilling
and refinery developments. The
concern already has a 250 acre
tract near the city, it is reported,
which was secured for a refinery

site.

H. E. Gardner, senior traffic
cconomist out of the United States
Engineers office, in  Vicksburg
spent Saturday in Yazoo City at
the office of the d(ihn.mlber of Com-

1. the state’s first ¢ pro-

ducer, is being utilized in drilling

operations in the immediate area. "
P Y

“Hard” Sand in Union’s
Stevens No. 1 Sends
Drilling Deeper

YAZOO CIT¥, Oct. 321.—An
authentic repart circulated this
morning that the Union Producing
Co’s Stevens No. 1 had struck

dented

pay were this  evening
when at 4800 feet recover-
ed “tight” sand with traces of

oll. The crew was ah
i S el il
eved
struck shortly. pey will b
Fifty-four feet of sand, it was
reported, had falled to produce
what the drillers are looking far.
g of " at t
wells this week‘pb‘r);uzht towl m
today the most exciting and ac-

merce ta on
originating in Yazoo county which
might go by way of river freight
in case transportation were avall-
A complete survey will be
made by Mr. Gardner of all
counties bordering on the Yazo0
river with & view to submitting
to congress a recommendation with
reference to providing & nine foot
channel in the Yazoo river.

Secretary Foster of the chamber
of commerce assisted Mr. Gardner
in gecuring available data for this
county and a summation of the
total tonnage in freight which
originates ‘in this county astdund-
ed the statistical expert.

The development of a potential
oll field vill vastly increase the
amount of freight originating in
Yazoo county which could go by
water transportation. A detalled
report will be by Mr,
Cardner and a copy furnished the
chamber of commerce.

Formation of a pipe-line cor-
poration is being talked here,
whose facilities would transport
Yazoo oil to water where cheap
barge line transportation would
available, It is pointed out that
the cost of a line would not be
over $25,000 per mile and there
would be few engineering problems
due to the absence of cold wea-

sta

and Vicksburg it was stated.
However, a nine foot channel
in the Yazo0 river would allow
tanker traffic and eliminate the
need of laying the line to the
Mississippi.

—_—
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FACE HAPPY FUTURE

Uncle Tem Germany and his wife are shown here on the porch of their
maod=st Yazoo county farm home. »till somewhat bewildered hy the events

affecting their lives. The couple can lock out across the site of Oil City,
p sed townsite in the newly discovered Yazoo county cil field. Soon
derricks may rise on their acres ax operators hunt oil in the area. For

rhem money means a release from worry rather than a path to luxuries.
They ~ce 1t all as “Ged's blessing.”

Y azoo Coui)lc_s .F;cing
Riches, Bewildered

OIL CITY--Uncle Tom Germanv
had never spoken of failure until
aboul a year ago. when, at the ape
of 73. he realized he had bent to
the plow to the last day of his
strength.

Then he was forced to face pro-
saic facts—that he and his courage-
ous wife who bad fought the same
losing battle with him could do lit-
tle but await the time when the
mortgage would be foreclosed c.1
their 200 acres of obstnate clay
hills,
ele Tom does not care to tilk
much of the bitter months which
followed. His wite. who. during the
long vears of fruitless tilling often
worked in the fields beside her hus-
band. however. will speak cf the con
cern she felt for Uncle Tom. whose
heaith began breaking rapidly. But
they both ha rather live in the
present and tell the story of a new
life which is beginning for them.

It is the story of Mississippt's oil
discovery—a story which will apply |

gencrally to many families resid-
mg in the Yazoo vicinity,

To the Germanys. the oil discov-
cry has meant lfting 4 mortpage
whieh for vears has huns over their
tarm like an ominous cloud. money
W the bauk and promise of riches
which may reach beyond their con-
ception. They concede that folks
who have tilled those erosion-scar-
red hills for so many vears and
received  such  little compensation
from nature. cannot readily appre-
ciate the full signiticance ot sud-

den riches being thrust upon them
To them it is all a little bewilder~
inz—and after such trving circum-
stances which confronted them less

than & year azo. money to them
is not so much a means to lusury
as an end to worry

In a few swilt months not only
the Germanys but  their  rupsed

wood-clad acres as well have under-
2one transformation. Roads lead-
ing to various wells now in produc-
tion have been cut across their
property. and to cap the climax of
exciting events. a new town. QOil
City. is being built on a large tract
of their land which immediately
contronts their home

Shortly after the discovery well,
Woodruff No. 1 was brought in.
land for the new town was pur-
chased from the Germanys by J.
L. Duncan. townsite developer and
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oil operator, who saw nced for a
commercial and business center in
the oi} field. Uncle Tom and his
wife have taken great interest in
townsite  development.  watching
huge road-making machinery level
off the tops of wooded hills and
fill in the gullies and ravines and
two small ponds which once pro-
vided water for their few head of
k. Various buildings which will

stoz
provide a retail outlet in the vie
cinity are now under construction,

und it has been assured by Mr,
Duncan that the road from Little
Yazoo on highway 49 will be
graveled and oiled

In speaking of the oil discovery,
one visitor suggested to Mrs. Ger-
many that the good Lord placed
these riches under the ground to
compensate tor the poor land cn the
surtace.

“He probubly
elderly woman
a long time at
let us find it.”

Many of the people who have
visitea Oil City in the making have
probably observed the genial old
couple at the townsite. for the main
street. of the town is less than a
hindred vards from the home.
Uncle Tom is addressed by Mr.
Duncan. enginecrs and other work-
ers as Oil City's unofficial mavor
“The title brings & smiie to his ruddy
cheeks.

There are those who have asked
them what they will do with their
money. The question always brings
a little puzzled cxpression to Uncle

did.” answered the
“but He let us tug
the top before he

Tom's face and he reserves his
iceas. but Mrs. Germany is very
positive that the first things she's

planning to buv is a new cook stove.
have a new flue built and get a
new whistle for her steam cooker.
To the Germanys. discovery of oil
is a reward for two lives that have
been lived for others. During the
long vears they fought to antice
nature to vield them a living. they
raised three children. After the
children married and left the home-
stead. Mrs. Germany adopted five
orphans. children of her own rela-
tives, offering them every advan-
rage within “heir power. until they,
too. either became married and left
the Germany home or departed to
seek their fortunes elsewhere.

“It is difficult to describe our
feeling at all this sudden good for-
tune.” Mrs. Germany said. “I know
that other families who have been
farming for years in these parts
feel the same as we do. That it is
all God's blessing.”

In addition to the founding of
Oil City. extensive drilling is being
planned on other acres of the Ger-
many farm Mr. Duncan stated
that nine drilling locations have
been selected. Two of these wells
will be located within the townsite
proper. he said. and drilling will be
started in less than 60 days.




34

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Yazoo Field

THE YAZOO CITY HERALD, YAZOO CITY, MISSISSIPPLpUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 1939.

Attracts

Only Woman Oil Driller

Although she’s strictly feminine.
Buda Lee Mauldin is engaged in
one of the most strenuous and most

ous jobs in the world.

!h fact, she is unique. even

women doing men's work.
as nhe is l.he only woman oil driller
in_the world
Miss M-uldm pulled into Jackson
this week and will go shortly to
establish headquarters in Yazoo
City. 8S8he will spend some time
there while assembling a block of

leases.

lllu Mauldin is president of the
Mauldin Oil company, Her son. B.
Henry Mauldin, who is a mdunte
of

is vlce president of the cumpmy

has become more or less com-
monpllce to find women engaged
in occupaunns which formerly were

for men. bui the attrac-
uve Imle lady who has just come
to Mlmsﬂppl is more than unique.
8he is “exclusive.”

The public often hears withonl
much surprise of women dortors
and lawyers, but the business of
drilling for oil is regarded. and
rightly. as heing one of the most
atremions and most dangerous johs
in the world. Tt doesn’t scem pos-
sible that & prel!y five-foot-three-
inch lady could succeed in a game
which taxes the nerve and brawn
of burly “roughnecks' and leather-
necked drillers. Yet that is exactly
what little Miss Mauldin has done.
Yet, she gives the older drillers.
roughnecks. and all the other oil
operators credil. for what she has
accomplis

For nenru nneen years she ac-
companied her former husband, an
expert driller. on his trips to the
great oil fields of the south, south-
west. Mexico and even South
America, She worked side by side
with him, learning the tricks of
the trade, matching her strength
with that of husky raughnecks who
formed the crews. She learned the
science connected with operating
a drill rig. and incidentally most
of the lore of the oil business. So
well did she learn that a few years
after her marriage she urged her
husband to form the Mauldin Oil
company with her as vice presi-
dent. They sunk more than a dozen
welis in half a dozen big fields,
with the usual luck of the driller
—some dry. some small payers,
lnd l few good payers, but no rich

Mter wervhuz an apprenticeship
s a roughneck,
reer as a driller
gln by nccldenl While drilling a
] in the Panuco field near Tam-
pico, Mexico, her husband was
stricken with tropical fever. To
cease operations meant that they
stood to lose several thousand dol-
lars already sunk in the ‘‘hole.”
8he stepped into the job and finish-
ed it after a rather trying time.
Later, as an independent operator

on her own, she drilled her first
wildcat well in 8an Augustine coun-
y Texas, which made her one of

the most colorful personalities in
lhe oil game.

the nine years intervening.

lhe has sunk wells in the Luling
(Tex.) and Many, (La.) fields.

In addition to being a driller
Miss Mauldin is noted wherever
oilmen congregate as one of the
best lessors in the business. She
has obtained all the leases drilled
by her company in competition
with the best oilinen in the land

Before entering the oil business
and matrimony. Miss Mauldin way
a school teacher in a small town
near Dallas. Texas.
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LOCAL SQUINTS
By '
POLLY PIY '

———— ol ¥ Nﬁr irt Bel

[ 3 Twart, upstand
not feel that
i wirange
vrnid friends and
e one did not see
11 subjects —-mayhs)y
ave been a little fecl-
bavndary line— never-
were all good neigh-

Z
i

3eyond the Oil Area

Is where | told. Kit Butler
ranted to £o in my old used ca:
vesterday.  He said, “M Polly
sow've a Jong, long trip ah
wnd scnt his most expericnced
room” to £il the tank, look at fhe
ul, tn:l the and wipc ‘b
ind astonishing 1he
mount of serv |.hc=e filling
ien opeiotors give. - Finally, %Ki
aio eveyiiong was O, K. and -1
»as off while yet “twas eadl;

L]

Running True To Form

In no time at all I was on In'
v rong road. In a Jane almost knoc
leep in leaves fallen from thr
*ence-row irecs along side, I stop-
7ed to get my bcarings and heard
the rnltle of metal on a wagon-
oole. I spied & wagon coming from
2 cornfield on a hill loaded with
rodder corn; heard the whirr ant
of a yasoline enginc; heard :
K I‘lPr call; héard black crows caw
irg cverhead; saw cattle hang-.x'
ive heads over the fence by
ng-shed: near the end of the
lane, I glimpsed a silo rising tower-
like. around its base marks made
by the black snouts of fine porkers
lolling about the enclosure; saw
nne last rec apple on a rugged trec;
and as [ responded to the hail

m the wargonner in clear over-
all which had faded to a soft bluc.
‘e scene was so plcturesque. s0
neaceful. £o pastoral, I decided 1
had reached my destination—beyond
the oil wrea in Yazoo County.

]
Wrong Was I—Very Wrong
Theze two farmers. working to-

3ether. werc near neighbors and,

iife-long frirnds and were just lav-
!, sensible men. who had
lelsed their land to an oil. company, |
but saw no rcason whey they should ;
neglect their usual faurm work be-
rause of it.

o

Business As Usual
Was therr motto. 1 was filled
with admiration as they told in a
quiet. brief manner, so often one of
‘he characteristics of those who are
much alone, of their hopes and
plans.  To make the home more
cgrfortable, “dress up a bit" es-
pecially ‘the wife,” improve the
!lml in every wny. and put by as
or the education
of Ihr chﬂdren—a hright and happy
ip. these children, as they set

out.1w0 catch the s.chcol bus.

ane bhetler. Anyway they had
he the sam o work, for alter g lif~ of activ-
conled,  typice ik they could not live happily if
kindly humo idic. and what d:d they kinow cx-
" have been o ed 1 eont Tarm work. | ean name no
Al Yazoo Coun fo.  vames. for 1 pron but their
ro man better known «  friends will readily re ize thein
eiter liged than Marlin Stubbl are iwo o the m')sl hizhly
ield. 1 fint Marlin before T reach 'u') cted mtn of their community,
4 the wel! site. As all the Stutk + have not been turn-
sleficids and there are many ol by the sudden accession of mon-
tion of hos
or saw the oil sit
arherad into the deli
: looking, ramblin
presided  over by Marlin
veit-voiced. cultured, grac
ous wife, Mary Posey Stubbleficle
The tany rooms of this comfort
thle abode are furnished with rav § clory, 1 lessor
anticn sanded down from bot  'svor.  Interest in the highlands
the Fosey and Stubbleficld familie: ’"‘" never abated.  Citizens of cer-
Believe it ar not. during the hou: s are said to have or-
[ sperit with these two good friend 1t oof pool, handed to-
Af ninc, ihe matter of il wel o1 to gel develapment.
weaith wa, forgotten. 1 on the Frank Broncks
° - ihe proposed well may
I started next (o visit
4 I was told the well on
ﬁmhhl"l Pl plare would
~eiled

o elaily.  Rumor has
what has boen term-
in™ ave being  sought
I've  been lul(l

G 0l People
I have mel, there iz what | ten

a typical American family, the E. R

Smitis. boiling from Tyler. Tex

win have made their prosence fel o

among us.  Most intevesting an- A Coal Milllon or More

plaasant this excellonl coupl Would muke no change in Marlin

and their two adorable little dangh

ters, Daphne and Michasl. I do no tors in Yacoo City Tues

regard them as strangers, however oon.

for they arc friends of Callie Beaird ;| Rev. and Mrs.

and while no stamp of approv: i i

is needed by this Invcﬁ likeablr !ay afterncon.

younz matron, the delightful faw  Mrs. Hunter of spent seve

ilv have it. And. by the vy, the: r2]1 days ihis ‘;'35,‘:“’;:;,“‘“; e

peak of casting anchor in Yazor  nd Mrs. Darrington Phillips.

=0 [ hasten to extend advance wel

eome to th~ dignifice, polished gepy 90N Kelly McCleliand

tleman, “Ernect.” Mr. Smifh, ane ‘5004 Rome affer spendiag

friend "wife. viv ais, enlertainin: Y5 Visit relut

Daphue, whie eyes bring fo mine i, "7

the “Blun Bonnets” of her nativ:

state. and th- precius chel

J. F.

. and’ Mivs. Jiroie L
aughter, Ann. spait Monduy
b whe Auos(;:(vvkwxlh her parents. Mr. and
3] rs. Kirk, ing.
{complete the “m.”v chrele. My “’\d E‘:{!Alg:'-ﬁy Wilson were
Pick-Ups usms‘;n s i Greenviood
“Doc” Calliham. a5 he Is know: IS0y nor ning.
to us all who travel the roads op 7, W Pettisrew. Pete W
which he works. did not. mizs a a;
because of leasing his land to
oil compuny. ° MI and Mrs. Jimmie Lewis aad
Satsuma =eason ix in, and e pr .;&mgf“ef;g? ni h’tu show in Yazo
veyors of them ace on the job Mre., W. W. Sfurl-ev and mother.
‘Wagnn loads zre seen gning in cy 1Irs. Boswell spent  Thursday " in
ery direction. Smiall apples are alie 5700 ity with friends, o
being peddled ov".r the county. Charles Henry Crawford of Yazoo
. Pnu‘li ¥n§‘e,'. well known lon néri:‘u:'r(x)trd‘l‘hll;rsday night with A,
ime dealer in fruil trees, is mak ' Yo is visiti
ing his rounds, delivering orders ‘SE;"E' I! go‘;;‘eis::rv;sl";nfex]ﬁ:
and stocking up the honseholde: pp La )
with a variety "f fruits N{rs Bert Middleton, Mrs. DeWitt
No dull m'rm-nt.s in Yazoo Coun ker and son hnve retur!!_e_('l._to
ty. Oil may have grown a trifi
commonplace, so old Yazoo show:
up a new substance to give u

wker and
s icklin_ were business vi
lurs in Yazoo City Thu rorn-

pause.
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State Oii Discovevies Places -
Spotlight On Local Geologists

sther youn
ta  thai o
Ln o received  2n

(Editor’s  Notc: Because
the recent oil bsom in M
~ippi, atiention has been

r - of

en  Fredetic  Mcllen,  assistan e differed frem
state geologist who discovercd in that "2 Wi s'
the Tinsley home in- Yo:io) th & wovinmental

County. In the following arii-
cle is given a short sketch cf
Ceologist Mellen, his instru
and ot
successful Mississippi  ge:

).

When the TV
he continued ¥
cun U and & )
hecame especially interested
vesiduel material 1emaining
trom the weathzring of the Pale-
zeic rock the adjoining paits
of Mississippi. Alabama and Ton-
nessee.

He prepored 2 preliminary pa-

wor, Dr. W. C. Morse,
o

*hould be stadied in the col
ind universities primarily o

cnlwaral ue. for its aid ia te per on tUis material which h2
ing a student to tiink cleally "o the Lit'le Bear residuum
1cconnize the truth, to abhor the h of Bear

And just as the stude county and
ble on  field trips to fzrmer

he learned in te
class room. sn also will he be
to interpret in life that which he
has iearncd in other clacs vom:

approval as a suit-
for ove uf the jearied

fiemnals,

Despite these fifm convictions of | Pyt Dr. More urged him to
Lr. Willlam Cliffcrd Morse. p.¢~ (:ntinue his studies on the prob-
fessor, of geology and state geol- lem wnd s ¢ the paper to thc
cgist a: the Universjy cof Mis“is= university as a thesis for the

sippi. nevertheless. if a student oy
his honesty. intelligence. and in-
dustry reveals his aptitude for e
subject and feels that he will
not k2 happy in any career other
than that cf a geclogisi. (hen
does Dr. M

mas’' (s dezce in the department
cf eology.

His researca was s7 outsianding
that it was nect only accepled us &
'lesis, but Dr. Morse decided 1o
puklish it as Bulletin 34, the Liit®2

and then caly. Bear residuum. of tie State Ge-
grant him advanced woik. clogical Survey. Under similar

Dr. Morse is happy that i cendi'ions, Mellen  discovered the
dreds of students hove taken gen- bentcnite heds in Pontstoc coun-
eral geolcay; he is especially prouc ty.

of hkis boys and girls who L
taken their major or minor i
ology. He is intens:cly proud cf i
Mississippi boys and girls. mostly
native Mississippians: named belew.
He is prcud that whem they are
weighed in the balaner i u-
dents of the bzst univensities that
they are not found wanting.
Among them are three wweal men,
Frederic Mellen. V. M. Foster, and

In the neantime. the TVA geol-
il tudzet had bzen reduced.
a number of geolcgis had been
rclcased. Dr. Morse had placed

Mclien in. chiarge of the WPA-
# in

Miy,

«ippi  Grological  Surve;
sten  County, Bulletin 38 ho
appzaied from the press. and. dJe-
spite toe depression, Mellen
rceeived a number of offcys. omns
al. Jeasi paying in cxcess of $4%0

T. H. Shropshi a m:nth and expenses. which i
Assistant State Geologist Frcd- aceepled in part, diving  every
eric Francis Mellen. ("¢ discoverer third week of his time.

of the Tinsley doma that
yielded the first cTmmercial
well in Mississippi, was one of D

Wien th> Winston county pro-
ject s expanded into a state-
project. invelving 10 to 12 ccunt

Morse's former studeats at b Mellen csigned  from  this ¢
the university of Mississippi nnd mercial geologic work, which

at State College, cf whom h2 is
intenscely proud.

After Mellen finished at Stale
College, Dr. Morse, on request
from the chief neolozist of the T.
V. A. ctecommended him and a

resuited, in the  establishment

the scut:ern

of
branch of the Eas-
te:n  Clay Products Incerpsratec

of Eifert. Ohio, at Pontctes, aow
employing scme 40 or 50 pespie
and producing a bond for mold-

ing sand that is said to excel the
famous Wyoming bond.

Thus, because of his loyalty to
his native state, to his State Ce-
clogical Survey, to his forime:r
toacher, and especlally to himself.
Mellen has voluntarily sacrificcd
nearly half of his salary—hut, let
it bz hoped, not in vain.

In fact, only reecntly, one ot i'e
oil ccrporations sought his serv-
ices, which Dr. Morse refused to
relinquish unless Mellen was cif-
ercd a salary considerable in ex-
cess of the one from which he
had withdrawn.

Ancther favorite student of Di.
Morse was Velora Meek Foster,
who grew to manhood on his
grandfatzer's and hig father's

MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

farms adjoining State College. Al-
ways intensely interested in geol-
ogy, Foster' was such an excellert
student that he was elected to a

p first in ton Un-
iversity, St. Louis, and then in
Ncrthwestern University, Evanston,
where he has completed all the
requirements for the Ph. D. degrec
except the thesis.

Foster served as geologist to
t-e Mississippi State Planning
Commission until he was relers-

ed td the Missiscippi State Geolcg-
ical Survey to serve as supervising
geologist of the WPA mineral sur-
vey of Lauderdale and Forrast
counties. More recently he has be-
come a member of the U. S. Gec-
logical Survey.



TINSLEY FIELD

Oil And Gas News

From The Tinsley Field And Elsewhere

New Well
Inspiring
To Buyers

wWas omed by many hold-
ers of ol interests.
m Ex however,

xchange sald,
es have not mlmhlly ad-
ue to the hl‘h prices ask-

‘Thur;
past month buyers al-
nonh.vni;n:x‘-::th south and

Prices to the north and northeast
eontinue to hold !helr own with the
bility of & should the
’Brien-Stevens )lo. 3 come in at
either the first or second sands.
The following prices are being
llhd with '.he dlaum:el qqu

PRODUCING WELLS
Union Producing company’s

0. 1, the

well, Yasoo county; topped ofl
sand 4540-4560 feet; casing pres-
sure, 440; tubing, 408; capacity,
600 barrels on 3-8 inch choke.
Union Producing company’s
Perry No. 1, Yasoo oounty;
pay 4470 feet, oasing

struck

170; tubing 230; capac-
E- 308 barrels on 12-64th inch
choke.

Jones-O' Jennie Stevens
No. 1, Yi ocounty: topped
ol sand 4497-4520 feet; casing
pressure 2905, tubing 210; capac-
'"v 1658 barrels on half-inch

Producing company’s
suv-iu No. 1, Yasoo county
topped oll nnd 4860-4877 feet;

recovered feet u-mvny
oil in 11 nlnuhl. on 3-8 inch
choke tubing pressure 195
pounds; casing pressure 70

pounds.

Jones and O’Brien’s Stevens
No. 2, SE N ESection 13-10-3.
Topped oll sand at 4550 feet
and recovered 23 feet of oll
sand through half-inch choke.
Flewing 5 hourly
through 22.64 in. choke. Hole
was carried to 5,085 feet and
casing was set at 4,669 feet.

OIL MAN’S CALENDAR

Dec. 4-T American locicty of

bein,

ducinﬁ well wl'.h the better prlcu
prevailing to the north, northeast,
east'and southeast, while the north-
‘west, west, and southwest is still
mncrlu from the Friley ‘“dry

phia,

Dec 4-9 17th Exposition of Chem-
ical lhdultrlea Grand Central Pal-
wce, New Yorl

87, Nebnsh Petroleum

hole.” llu'keur! Inc., 19th Annual con-
1-3 mile, leases, none available, | vention, Hotel !onunello. Omaha,
poyalty, $350 to $600. Nebr.
3-4 mile, leases, none available,| Dec. 7, N. J. Oil Trade assocla-
u!tuy. $350 to $450; tion, annual meeting and banquet,
,. Jeases, nons available, hotel, Newark, N. J.
Joyalty, $300 to $350; - Dec. 7.8, Mid-Continent Oil and
1 1.3 mils, leases, $180 to $300, | Gas association, general associs-
, $180 to $378; tion standing tax committees, Rice
miles, leases, $135 to $380, | hotel, H n, Texas.
TW- ‘l’ to $200 Dec. 7-8, Mid-Continent Ofil and
miles, leases, $80 to $10, roy- |Gas tion, general associs-
ﬂ,. 400 o $1180; tion standing tax X
miles, leases, $40 to $78 roysl- | hotel, 3
W, 540 to $88; Dec. 11, West Central Texas Ofl
.5 and Gas sssociation, Abilens, Tex-
s,
Dee. 14-15, Petrol

leum Klectric

Power association, Texss State ho-
tel. Houston, Texas.

Dec. 18, Mid-Continent Oil and

Gas associatioin, annual meeting of

eral board of directors,

club roof, Tulss, Okla,

37
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0il And Gas News

From The Tinsley Field And Elsewhere

Gas Drilling |
In City Area !
Is Approved

Two gas drilling e~ in Jackson
and vi ity were wppro.:d ves.
by the Missis. o'ni nineral

lease commission. “lucl at the

same time approved mod.iications,
in oil drilling requirements tu eu-
courage exploration on state land
Th- pas leases weir on the s'ate |
faire-ounds propcrtv and on a nar-
of land in Rankin county
the Pearl River from Jack-
the has

son.
Heretofore commission

held that in the event a prodmrr

is brought mn on priaicly
acreage in a block of land
includes statc-leasoc  acreaze, A,
test must he madc on the state:
land within 60 to 90 davs Teday'
.he position was mwodified to give,

to six months «me on laree
b ks to permit orderly develop-,
ment of structures.

The madification Wi made ir!
conne ton with tentative approve
of a lease on 120 acves of state
owned land in Madison connty,
nine miles north of Canton. to

Ralph A. Johnston of Houston. Tex.

Meanwhile cil exploration act-
vitv on private leases moved Ai
quickened ~peed

Two test:. one oo county
and one in Hin re  closed
down over the nd - but der-

addi-

1ing in Sl‘lﬂkk\
and Issaquena counties

Hessie Hunt of  Dallas. Tex .
started two of the Yazoo tests u
the Tinsley field area—an A
Johnson No. 1 at the center of rlu
8E 1.4 of the SF 14 of section
11-10N-3W. and an A G. John=on
No. 2 at_the center of the NF 1.4
of the SE 1-4 of the zarce section

Union producing corrpany start.
ed erection of derrick on -ts Perry
No. 2 at the center of th, NE 1.4
of the NW 1-4 of sertion 24.10N-3W

Ralph E. Fair et al of Dallas
took permit for a test an the Hous.
ton estate in 8harkev county with
location at the center of the NE
.}; of the NE 1-4 of section 12-10N.

‘The Issaquena permit went to
W. E. Hall of Shreveport La.
for an Irby Charping No. 1 test in
section 29-10N-8W.

Abandoned. at least temporarily.
over the weekend were the Gaddis
Farms No. 1 test of Byrd-Fros
and assoclates in section 12-6N-3W.
Hinds county. and the Atkinson
No. 1 of T. B. Slick of San An
tonfo. Texas. in section 3-10N-3W,
Yasoo county.

The Hinds test was below 6,300
t‘et lnd the Yazoo test at 5,043

eous material.

PRODUCING WELLS

Union Produrln: company’s
Woodruff No. 1, the Discovery
well, Yazoo county; topped oil
sand 4540-4560 feet; casing pres-
sure, 440; tubing, 408; capacity,
600 barrels on 3-8 inch choke.

U sion l'rndutln‘ company's

c. No.
struck  pay casing
pressure 170: tubing 230; cap. -
ity. 303 barrcls on 12-64th inch
choke.

Jones-O'Brien Jennie Stevens
No. 1. Yazoo county:
oil sand 4497-4320 fee!
pressure 295, tubing 210
ity, 1656 barrels on h:
choke.

Union Producing compan:’s
Stevens No. 1, Yazoo county
topped oll sand 4860-4877 feet;
recovered 2900 feet 36-gravity
oil in 11 minutes. on 3-8 inch

-

choke tubing pressure 195
pound:: cas.ng  pressure 70
pounds.

.lom's and O'Brien’s Steveny

23 feet of oil

and recovered
sand through half-inch choke.

Flowing 5 barrels hourly
through 22.64 in. choke. Hole
was carricd to 5.085 feet and
casing was set at 4,669 feet.

Union Producing Company's
Woodruff No. 2, Section
Township 10N, Range 3
3220.5' south, 680.7 east of NW
corner of NE 1-4, topped oin
sand at 4539 feet, recovered 23
feet of oil sand: in first 24-
hour test produced 612 barrels
through 20-64 inch choke, with
casing pressure 0, tubing pres-
sure 165

Jones-O Brien’s Stevens B-1
iNo. 3), located in Section 12,
Townshin 10, Range 3W. Yazoo
county. half-mile from Tinsley
townsitc topped Eutaw sand at
4865 feet.

‘Draws Crowd ’

TUNICA. Dec 18—The Kentuc--
; ky Lumber Company’s Trement
jwell in Itawamba county. which is
producing 25 bairels of oil a day, |
vesterday attracted a hundred or
more visitors from all paris of the

i state, including oil scouts and offi-
| cials of a number of producing :

companies. P

‘The Tremont well located just:
inside the Irawamba county lmrl
north of the Monroe - Itawamba
boundary is the firsy well to strike :
oil in Northeast Mississippi since !
the campaign for o1l began to.
spread from Yazoo county to num-
erous parts of North Mississippi.
and the Delta. Drilling will be con-,
tinued at Tremont in spite of lh('
oil showing in hope that a larger
flow may be obtained sufficient to
make the well commercially prof-
itable.

Keatucky Lumber Company rep-
resentatives saii that the roads
leading to the location were jam-,
med with motorists  vesterday. ;
They would not comment on prox-‘
pects for a paving producer. |

Blocks of 10.000 o 15.000 acres
are being leased in Itawamba, !
Monroe. Lee. Chickasaw and other |
Nonh and East Mississippi coun- i

* amounted
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'BUSINESS BOOM

SEEN IN YAZ00

Retail Sales Show Five Per
Cent Increase Over Same
Period of 1938

YAZOO CITY. Dec. 18 — Pig-
ures supplied the Chamber nf Com-
merce by A A. Stone, chairman
1ate tax commission, indicate that

somebo¢  in  Yazoo cll.y durlng
*he mor: of Septem
rore cedt comldexnhle benem

ing to

E

September ot 1938 the re-
lee  amounted to $228.800
* the :ame period for 1939.
~ales were $264.100, or an in-
crease of over five per cent.

During  October of 1938 sales
in Yazon City proper
tn $321 100 whiic in October 1939
retaji sales a.iounted $408.000 an
incrrase of 27 per cent.

Figures for November are not
vet available but from all indica-
tions sales have been gradually
mounting since August, 29, except
: he heavy good merchants who
will simply have to wait until cold
weather sets in before their parti-
cuiar stogk will move to any ap-
preciable extent above normal. Lo-
cal predictions are, however, to
the cffect that when bad weather
reaily dees set in local stocks of
heavy roods will soon be exhaust-
ed where anticipated increases
business have been made.

Telephone connections, while
they have not Increased in Novem-
ber as they did in September and
October. according to R. D Owen,
local manager ot the Southern Bell
Telephone and Telgraph Co. are
still at an all time high with over
1100 installations in operation.

As an evidence of the fact that
Yazoo City is taking care of the in-
creased number of persons com-
ing intv our midst, figures farnish-
ed by the Chamber of Commerce,
by City Clerk J. B. Cobb, and
Manager F. W. Crisg, of Missis-
sippi Power and Light, show that
in November of 1939, 168 bullding
permits were issued, while none
were issued in November 1938,

The value of the permits issued
In November 1939 lmmmwd to $20-
435, as against nothing' for the
month of November, 1938.

-
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Union’s Stevens No. 1 Makes
600 Barrels Through 14-16
Inch Test Choke Yesterday

New Well Is the Fifth;
Fort Worth Syndicate
Leases 720 Acres Of
State Land In Yazoo

With the fifth producing well
marked up on Yazoo's map with
the bringing into production of Un-
ion Producing Co.'s Jennie Stevens
No. 1. at an estimated production
of 600 barrels daily through a 14/64
choke, location work is intensified
over the entire county.

Bottom hole and casing pressure
in this well are reported to be
the best so far in the field.

Foremost in new developments
was the leasing of 720 acres of
“‘~te Jande in west central Yazoo
County adjoining the Kinkead prop-
ity in Sec. 28 & 29-10-3w. A Fort
Waorth syndicate, headed by W. L.
Stewart and Hill & Hill. secured
the lease from the State Mineral
Lease Commission and announced
plans for immediate operation. A
$1,000 performance bond was posted.
with assurance given that ultimate
depth of the well will not be less
than 6, feet.

Taking a part of the spotlight
was the disclosure that plans for
immediate drilling have been made
for the 1. H. Plunkett tract. six
miles northeast of production in
Sec. 1-10-2w. Fifteen days remain
for the start of operations here by
1. R. Allen of Cedar Rapids, Mich.

In Holmes County, State Senator
J. S. Watson completed a 12,000~
acre block with a lease on 6,300
acres of state lands in Holmes coun-
ty. immediately north of Yazoo
County and the present field, from
the State Mineral Lease Commis-
sion to his son. Operations on this
tracl are to start in 90 days, and
will increase the value of northern
!Y:;zoo County holdings if success-
ul.

Also to the north of the field, in
Humphreys County, an 11.000-acre
lease of state lands to J. B. Mon-
crief, a Texas independent, was ap-
proved by the Mineral Lease Com-
mission. A 5-000 foot” well is as-
sured there.

North of the Stevens No. 1
brought in by Union Producing Co.
yesterday, -Jones-O'Brien was drill-
ing uhead today ufter cusing yester-
day at 1500 feet, which depth was
reached in three days' operations.

T. B. Slick’s Atkinson No. 1, two
miles northwest of the Stevens No.
1 well brought in yesterday, in
Sec. 3-10-3w, was approaching 1300
feet this afternoon in the farthest
west outpost of current efforts. The
state lands leased to the Fort Worth
group is a mile farther northwest,
however, and may alter consider-
ably the drilling picture.

On the chance that the Yazoo
field may, like Houma und Bull
Bayou  production in  Louisianu,

show on both sides of the fault,
the Slick operators are  pinning
their hopes, as the location is be-
lieved to be on the same side of
the fault as is the Friley No. 1,
abandaned as drv Theeday morning
a half mile west of the Woodruft
No. 1 discovery well.

Another western test is contem-
plated by Taylor. Kent and Me-
Kinley of Longview, Tex.. who have
made location on the Selby property
in Sec. 9-9n-3w. This location
however. is the first to be placed
far south of production.

North of Benton, the Conroe-Wil-
cox Stubblefield No. 1 was report-
ed today to be drilling ahead on
its wildcat operations after waiting
nearly two days for a section of
casing, which went in at 1100 feet.

Meanwhile, Union Producing Co..
the discovery firm in the field. had
laken to 3219 feet its Woodruff No.
2, east offset of the No. 1 of the
same name. The drill was in black
shale of a slightly sandy nature
this morning, and should reach pay
sand by Monday at the latest, if
nothing goes amiss.

Grading is being done for the
Woodruff No. 3 in Section 13, and
flags have been set for the No. 4
in the same section. All the Wood-
ruff wells contemplated thus far
are by Union Producing Co.

At the Byrd-Frost Milner No. 1,
which is to be put down by the
Plains’ Producing Co. in Section 7.
right-of-way and clearing contracts
have been let, as is the case on the
Milner No. 2

Harold Byrd, another independ-
ent, has located on the Mrs. Cull
Cessna property in Sec. 19-19n-2w.

At the site of the Yazoo Refinery
Co.'s Frank Broocks No. 1, no ac-
tivity was evident today.

Leasing throughout Mississippi is
on the increase, with a few more
than 30 wells either drilling or
starting, and 49 geophysical crews
at work in scattered parts of the
state.

WE'LL LEARN
In Mississippi we

THOUG
are woefully

—_——
OIL WELL TEST RESUMED

MERXDIAN. Miss., Dec. 26—R
Rain put a halt to work at the
Cn\bb -Macning oil test, R. M.
Crabb, geologist, said but it was
resumed today after the crew ob-
served the Christmas holiday.
Crabb made the following state-
ment: “I am staying tver Christ-
mas. foregoing an anniversary
event that I have not nmissed for
vears, because this we'i means so
much to me and this section. Wa
have a well. but we are not putting
out the barrelage yet, because we
want to test it thoroughly.”

SCORE: 5 TO 1

Union Producing Co.'s Wood-
ruff No. 1. Sec. 13, T10n. Riw.
600 burrels on u 3/8 inch choke
at 4540.
Union Producing Cu.'s Perry
No. 1. Sec. 24, TIOn, Riw.
303 barrels on a 3/16 inch choke
ut 4470.
Jones-OBrien’s Jennic Stevens
No. 1 .13, Ti0On, R3w.
1656 barrels on a % inch choke
at 4497,
Jones-O'Brien’s_Stevens No. 2.
Sec. 13. T10n, R3w. 55 barrels

an hour through 11/32 inch
choke at 4669.

Union Producing Co.'s Friley
No. 1. Sec. 14, TiOn, R3w.

Abandoned as dry after going
to 5200 feet.

Union Producmz Co's Jennie
Stevens No. 1 13, Ti0n,
R3w. 600 barrell through
14/64 inch choke (estimated)
at 4867 feet after drilling to
6200 fect.

ignorant

aboul some things, and one of them has heen
the terms used by oil men in their cvery

day conversations.

A farmer overheard a telephone conversa-
tion the other day in which it was said that
in a limited area of the Tinsley field there’s

a well density of 40.

“That’s a helluva lot of them steel things
to be sticking out of the ground for one
acre,” sagely remarked our friend, shifting

his cud over to the left side.

39
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Orderly Development of State’s Oil
Industry Desirable

“Mississippl is particularly fortunate in that there
scems to be an orderly development of the oil find
in the Yazoo area,” said Col. T. H. Barton, presi-
dent of the Lion Oil Refining Co., at El Dorado,
Ark.. in his addrcss before the Vicksburg Cham-
ber of Commerce Friday night. He continued:

“The finding of commercial quantities of oil in
your state will be a great developer and it is to
your interest to encourage the reputable oil man
to explore for the great unknown quantity. Your
state is the most recent one to enter this sphere
of activity and although no one can predict to what
extent or what territory this activity will extend, 1
feel sure that I can say to you that you are just
ahead of an influx of geophysicists, geologists,
scouts, land men, oil men and lease hounds. Map-
making and lease printing business will boom. Your
county record offices will seethe with filings, for
when ofl men move in, real action starts. 1 hope
for you that time ‘will reveal that Mississippl Is a
real oil state.’”

_ The Lion Ofl president warned against being con-
vinced that every farm leased will produce oil,
against being too hasty in passing oil laws and
against under-balanced taxes on sales, leases and

“You in have a ‘natural'—
right on the Mississippl,” he advised, “for you
have an' easy outlet to the sea and an easy inlet
to cities between here and Chicago.” [ .

Col. Barton said he hoped that the oil develop-
ment would be on such a scale eventualy that the
Lion Oil Company would be justified in establishing
a refinery here.

Thus another head of a large refinery points out
the favorable position Vicksburg occupies to be-
come the oil refinery metropolis of Mississippi if
the Yazoo field proves to be of major capacity.

P

That di [y the oil in-
dustry will perhaps play the major role in orderly
development of the state's oll resources seems obvi-

ous.

Just now the issue of “spacing rules” for oil
wells is & live one. Some advocate no rules at all.
But it seems obvious that this would in the end
prove disastrous to orderly development. Unless
some such law is enacted it seems that anyone who
desired could set up a drilling rig and start opera-
tions on the smallest tract of land he could lease.

This would develop areas quickly but not orderly.
«Booms” would be likely to materialize and just
as quickly “fade.” 'Some areas would be overrun
with “transients,” and when conditions levelled off
to a solid basis there would be & deflation of
business all along the line for the community.

Ool. Barton pointed out that El Dorado experiene-
ed an carly boom. The pepulation of E1 Dorado
grew to 60,000, and then finaly dwindled to about
25,000. During that time, however, business condi-
tions in the city were uncertain. He said that s
“poom” in an ofl ares is certainly undesirable.

Gov, Johnson gave assurance in his inaugural
address that any actual proration law was far in
the distance. That was s matter that would have
to walt the production of ol on a very large
(scale,
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The proposal of a tax on mineral rights of both
lessor and lessee, which the governor made, raises
an important issue and one that will have to be
faced. It is said that Gov. Johnson believes land
should be taxed on which mineral rights have been
sold for 8100 an acre.

But there is another side to this. Does paying
money for & wildcat lease fix the value of the land
when the lease is nothing more than a gamble?

In commenting on this questicn raised by the
governor's proposal, the Yazoo City Herald said:

“Is the intrinsic value of a given 80 acres of land
increased because money was paid for the right to
explore for oil which may or may not be beneath
that ground?

“Is the value of Mr. A's 80 acres of land increased
o $10 an acre from $2.50 pecause Mr. A leased his
land when the 80 acres of Mr. B. adjoining it has not
been leased and has no increased valuation.

“What is to happen when Mr. C leases his land
for $1 an acre to Mr. B, who sells the lease the next
day for $10 an acre? Who is to pay the tax bill then?

“And will Mr. A have to pay taxes on his miner-
al righls that he has leased and his neighbors pay
nothing because they have not leased? In either
event, who will set the value of his neighbors’
leases, and what yardstick will he use?

“Pinally, how is the assessor, or anyone else, to
find out how much a givan 2,000 acre tract was
leased for when it appears on the county records
as $10 for the whole thing?

“These questions and others will have to be an-
swered before a tax on potential oil lands, not al-
ready in p can be

“With such things in mind, Dave S. Shackelford,
Yazoo county's assessor, asked for information from
tax in and L oll-pro-
ducing areas. He was told, he said. that assess-
ments usually are not raised on non-producing lands,
but that only slight difficultues are brought about
by higher assessments on producing tracts, as no
one can deny the value has been increased.”
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O Brien’s Stevens C-2 Well
Flows 104 Barrels Hour On
30-64 Choke Last Night

113 Carloads Oil
Out In Four Days

Crude Shipments To
Total Of 768 Cars:
Standard To Continue

Up to noon today 768 carloads of
Yazoo county oil had been shipped
to the Standard Oil refinery at
Baton Rouge, according to Y. &
M. V. officials here. This makes
a total of 113 cars shipped during
the past four days, or approximately

5,085 barrels.
It was pointed out that this
means, roughly, $635 to owners of

royalty on Yazoo county lands.

Although Standard Oil indicated
at the first of January
accept no more oil from the Yazoo
field after Feb. 1, it was reported
authoritatively today an extension
of time has been granted to March
1. with a possibility existing that
the deadline may be forgotten when
that time comes.

This was largely on the strength
of ‘the probable erection of a huge
refinery at Lake Charles., La., by
Continental. calculated to take a
portion of the south Louisiana out-
put now bought by Standard. If
plans for the refinery go through,
it was pointed out. the refinery at
Baton Rouge will need Yazoo oil
to keep its operation on the safe
side.

A total of 40 tank cars are expect-
ed to be shifted this afternoon to
the three sidings at Tinsley which
handle oil. These are owned by
Union Producing Company. Jones-
O'Brien and (Hassie Hunt-E. C.
Johnston. Availability of this
shipping space, along with the ar-
rival of other cars, is expected to
increase production here for the
next week.

———t——

it would

Hassie Hunt Brings
In New Well, Field’s
Eighteenth Producer:
Horizon Widening

Guaged at a 104-barrel an hour
clip through a 3064 choke last
night, the Jennie Stevens C-1 of
Jones-O'Brien. brought in yester-
day afternoon. sent the stock of
the Yazoo' county oil field to a
new, all-time high.
23 feet of sand topped at 4729 feet.
production was at a pressure of
385 pounds on both tubing und
casing.

The test on this. the 17th pro-
ducer of the field. shows it to be
a 2,500-barrel-a 6oy well. by far
the L:.. of the fleld. As one oil
man expressed it this morning. “it
would be good well in East

“ C. Joh

Coming frum
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A new rig came into the field
last night and was being erccted o
the No. 1 Robertson site of Whigate
Oil Company in thc NW; of the
NW3 of Sec. 20-10-2w. two miles
sauhteast of current production.
Whigate is a Jackson corporation
and owner of the derrick could
not be determined immediately.

E. C. Johnston, whose producer,
the No. 1 Brumfield. is flowing at
a_450-barrel a day rate. under a
ciose choke because of limited stor-
age space, is erecting a rig for
the B-1 well, offsetting his pro-
ducer to the west and situated in
the SWY% of the SEY% of Sec. 1-

10-3w. Operations will get under
way immediately, Johnston indi-
cated.

After a delay of two wecks
caused by extreme weather condi-
tions. drilling is under way again
on the Hill-Hill Dent-Kinkaid
wildcat in Sec. 31-11-3. Bottom of
the hole this afternoon was just
short of 1.000 feet. Drilling will go
ahead without further delay. the
operators said.

Building derricks were Ha:
Hunt, for the No. 2 Ida Fair, in
the SEY of the SWY% of Sec. 13-
10-3w, and Jones-O'Brien for the
No. C-1 Jennie Stevens. in the SE¥
of the NE¥% of Sec 11-10-3w.

c NE!} of the NE% of
1-1€-3.

Brought in for the 18th well
of the field this morning was the
Ida Fair No. 1 of Hassie Hunt in
the NEY% of the SWY% of Scc.
13-10-3. in the heart of production.
Initial guage was not available.
a2 washing operations had not
been completed this afternoon. The
casing was perforated between
4585 and 4605 with 60 shots.

Union Producing Company’s
Jennie Stevens No. 4 was coring
ahead this afternoon at 4715 feet
in an effort to penetrate the Eutaw,
or Stevens, sand. in the
SEY% of thg SWi o' * 12-10-2w.
is an east offset to ihe Jennic
Stevens B-1 of Jones-O'Brien. The
Woodruff sand was found between
4419 to 4449 but officials huve in-
dicated they prefer Eutaw produc-
tion. up to now more successful than
any other in the field.

The No. 9 Jeanic Stevens ut
Union Producing Company was
2840 shortly before noon this mc
10 3’4 inch pipe here before drill-
ing ahead. The location is in the
SW¥ of SW¥% of Sec. 1-10-3w.
MORE e OfiI5I2-

On the J. C. Johnston No. 3 of
Hassie Hunt, the core bit was at
4900 feet this afternoon. Woodruil
sand was found at 4425 and a test
showed 27 feet of pay.

Magnolia Royalties and Leasing
Corporation’s well on the Frank
Broocks tract on Sec. 17-10-2w wes
at 4107 feet this morning but
trouble was encountered with one
of the boilers. Black shale was
the formation.

Union y's Per-
ry No. 3. in the NW% of the NEY%
of Sec. 24-10-3w. was in sh'llc
lignite and boulders at 3508 feet
this morning.

T. B. Slick. Jr.. is to be back in
Yazoo county on Feb. 15 to decpen
the No. 1 Atkinson well in Sec.
3-1(-3, it was learned this after-
noon. After leaving this well it
seemed likely, according to a usu-
ally reliable source. that he would
drill an offset on the Slick estate
to the Johnston Brumfield No. B-1.
for which derrick is being crected
tcday. The Slick well would be in
lhe SEY% of the SW¥% of Sec. 1-10-

New locations made known are:
the No. 8 Woodruff by Union Pro-
ducing Co.. in the SW¥% of the
NWY of Sec. 13-10-3w, offsetting to
the south the No. 1 Jennic Stevens
of the same firm: the No. 10 Ste-
vens. centering the NW!; of the
NW¥ of Sec. 12-10-3w; the No. 11
Stevens, center of the SWY% of the
SEY% of the same section.

—_———
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Mass Meeting Is
Hampered By Mud
At Tinsley Sunday

Several Hundred In
Attendance Despite
Rain: Speeches Later,
Says B. E. Grantham

Detpwe bad weather and worse
al

Many Calls Made By
0il Field Workers
For Apartments

From Six to Ten New
Families Would Move
Here If They Could

Find Accommodations

Pointlng to a number of calls
at the Yazoo Coun-

several
per!ons, residents of the Tinsley

ty Chamber of Commerce office u

area and others. the mass
meeting at Tinsley Sunday. Form-
ality was at a minimum, with ev-
eryone having a good time just
talking.

Dr. Wm. C. Morse, state geologist,
discussed events leading to
bringing in of the first producing
oil well in Mississippi on land own-
ed by Green C. Woodruff, long-
time resident of the commurity,
who was unable to be present on
account of illness. Arrangements
were handled by B. E. Grantham.

of a
the number of new families (or
Yazoo City, Vcie-President Nathan
Ostrov remarked cryptically this
morning, “If people of Yazoo City
propose to take advantage of the oil

the | situation, it is up to them.

“Several families whose heads
work in the Yazoo County oil field
are living in Jackson now. but
would move here if we could sat-
isty their needs for apartments,”
he went on. Digging into a list on
his desk, Mr Ostrov produced the

secretary of the Tinsley
association.

Dr. Morse, presented to the meet-
ing by K. S. Foster, secretary of
the Yazoo County Chamber of Com-
merce, gave credit to Fredric F. Mel-

len, young geologist who first point-|

ed to the Tinsley area as a poten-
tial oil-producing area. Mellen de-
clined to speak.

Because of bad roads and weather
conditions, Hon. J. F. Barbour, Ya-
zo0 City attorney, and State Sena-
tor Henry George Warren were ad-
vised by Secretary Grantham that
their part of the meeting was post-
poned to a more favorable date.
Mr. Barbour was expected to ex-
press views of Governor Paul B.
Johnson on oil legislation, and Sen-
ator Warren had announced he
would make a vigorous attack on
proration, or any other form of re-
striction.

It was said today that plans for
a discussion of proration. spacing
and general petroleum legislation
will be set for a later date. with
Mr. Barbour and Senator Warren
slated to lead the discussion.

——a——

as exam-
ples of the need for apartments
here:

J. B. Lum and his family now
are living in Jackson and work-
ing for the Union Producing
Co. in the production end of
the Yazoo oil field. They need
a two-bedroom, unfurnished
apartment or house.

Cleo Milliamson is living in
Jackson and wants an apart-
ment here. He, like Lum,
works for Union Producing Co.
He needs two bedrooms.

Howard E. Richardson, 311
Millsaps ‘avenue. Jackson. needs
a two-bedroom  unfurnished
apartment.

“These men.” said Mr. Ostrov,
“undoubtedly will be in this area
for the next four to six years.
‘With 20 oil wells in production now,
several of these belonging to the
Union Producing Co.. there is little
dm:l'bl of their services being need-

Py
a

According to records on file at
tae Chamber of Commerce office,
six to ten new families could be
pisced now in one- and two-bed-
room apnrtmerns but none are t.o
be had.

1t (s up to the property owneu
of the cny to see that soMg is
done now.” the well-kho; azoo
City merchant ‘rolitinued. “to de-
termaine the future of Yazoo City.”

‘TUESDAY, FEBRUARY .6, 1940.
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By ERLE JOHNSTON
Oll and Gas Editor

Union Producing Company had
completed two new wells yesterday
to bring to 41 the number of pro-
ducers in the Tinsley Field.

The No. 14 Stevens, brought in
Monday, guaged 54 barrels in 4
hours on a 14-64 inch choke, with
tubbing pressure at 180 pounds and
casing pressure, 200.

This well, located in the SE4
of the SW4, Sectionl-10n-3w. is an
east offset of the No. 9 Stevens.

Union was washing into produc-
tion Tuesday the No. 15 Stevens,
north offset of the No. 14 Stevens.
Both wells showed for production
in the Woodruff sand at 4700-
feety where the horizon is about
200 feet low, being on the down-
throw of the north edge fault.

A quarter mile west extension of
the field is looked for at Union's
No. 1 Ross NW4 of NW4, Section
10n-3w, which s drilling at 2076 feet
after running 613 feet of 10 3-4 inch
cashing,

Hassie Hunt owns the 80-acre
lease east of this test and south
ol Union's No. 1 and No. 2 Her-

and has
ed location for his No. 1 8han-
non, east half of SW quarter, Sec-
tion 14.

Hunt's A. G. Johnson No. 3, NW4¢
of NE4 of Section 14-10n-3w, is
coring at 4490 for the Stevens sand.

Union has another test to get
underway this week, their No. §
‘Woodruff, midway between the Dis-
covery Well and their No, 1 Perry,
which is rec eiving the rig from the
No. 4 Per:

Union's No 4 Perry, south edge
test SW 1-4, NE l—( sac 24 was
being swabbed Tuesday and
power lift will be installed if l.he
well fails to flow.

A squeeze job is in progress at
the No. A-1 Friley, where Stevens

sand in the Eutaw was logged at
m'l to 4919 feet. The test is WOC

4961. Unlon has a derrick on
thelr No. 1 Cull Cessna, NW 14,
BW l-(. Bec. 14-10N-2W, an east
u

Edgar Johnston's B-2 Brum-
{leld, NE 1-4, S8E 1-4, 8Sec. 2-10N-
3W, is drilling at !000 feet and
8lick-Urschell Oil Co’s No. 3 8lick,
a quarter mile north of the edge of
“the field is at practically the same
depth.

TINSLEY FIELD

Nelson's Qui

Nelson Bros. No. 1 Blonar, wild-
cat northwest of Tinsley in NW 1-4,
Sec. 2-11N-5W, has been abandon-
ed at 5013 feet. A drill stem test at
4602 to 4612 feet recovered 600 feet
of mud in 6 minutes.

Union Producing Company’s
wells produced 4,407 barrels Mon-
day, according to the report here
yesterday. The company recently
cut i3 allowable from 300 barrels
per day to 150.

Derrick and pits are complete at
Union's Woodruff No. 5, 8ection 13-
10n-3w; and the Woodruff B-1, Ross
No. 2 and Perry No. 5 are still loca-
tions,

Union's McCorvey No. 1 (Modi-
sette) in Choctaw county, Alabama,
reamed to 7420, recemented sur-
face casing, and is now waiting on
cement to harden.

The Partridge No. 1, 8W4, SE4,
Section 1, spudded and drilled to 51
feet in sand and gravel, set and
cemented 41.63 feet of 16 inch 0.D.,
using 50 sacks of cement.

At the troublesome Stevens No.
1. Union ran tubing, with cement
Tretainer set at 4792 and s waiting
on Halliburton cement machine.

A drill stem test, with tool set at
4848, recovered 3610 feet of salt
water and 270 feet of ofl, with 3-8
choke, top and bottom, open four
hours. Pressure remained at zero
for 10 minutes but was built up to
1600 at the bottom of the hole.

The Woodruff No. 6, which made
five barrels in six hours Monday,
is shut down to work over, with
rods and tubes bemng pulled. This
'was one of the first producers to be
equlpped with & pump.

umphreys County

Fohs-! ou Co-Loffland Bros. No, 1
Holaday. northeast of Louise in
Humphreys county, will be sent
deeper, an announcement yester-
day reveals.

Schlumberger was run Sunday
and officials decided to abandon
the hole. Monday afternoon the su-
perintendent at the well was order-
ed to re-rig. The rig had been com-
pletely torn down and parts sent in
for repairs, and it will be two
days before the test is underway
again. and the cement plugs are
drilled.

Pickens Field

In the Pickens field Kingwood's
No. 1 Wilbourn is still closed in ra
account of lack of storage. A cca-
tracg for loading racks is in forma-
tion and three new locations will be
announced soon.

Holmes County

Hawkins and Mauhews Ellis No.
1. center of NE4 of SW4 of Section
18-14-4e, cored sand and shale early
Tuesday morning at 4040-56, with
no show of ofl. The crew was pre.
paring Lo go deeper. Contract depth
1s 6.000 [

8till a locaﬂm Is Exchange Ofl
Company's 8. D. Gwin, Section 6-
16n-le. The rig is being moved in
and the crew expecu to begin mak-
ing hole this wee

Clarke County

Arkansas - Mississippl Corpora-
tion's 8chool Land No. 1, BE4 of
NW4 of Section 16-2n-16e, is drllu.n(
at 3007 in Selma chalk. This test
resumed Monday after a delay due
toa breukdown

lison County
Ralph A John.swnl Dinkins-Ray

Reid No. 1. center of 8W of 8W of
Section 14-10n-3e. is driiling at 4027
in the Eutaw.
Sharkey County
Plans were made in Jackson at a
meeting of the Eureka Petroleum
Company directors to renew ope-
rations at the Cooper No. 1. Section
15-14n-6w, which has been shut
down severs! weeks at 3600. Jack
Roell, president of the company,
sald operations may get underway
again in the next few days.
Warren County
Burden-Cummings Morrissey No.
1. center of NE4 of Section 8-17-2e,
was coring yesterday after drﬂl.ln,
to 5470 in shale and streaks

sand.
Copiah County

J. 8. Wheless. jr.. Columbian Mu-
tual Life Insurance Company No. 1,
NE4 of NE4 of Section 19-1n-3w,
was shut down yesterday morning
at 176 to await arrival of a fishing
tool. The tool was expected to ar-
rive yesterday and the fishing job
was to get underway last night.

The Humble Oil Company. which
Is conducting tests of strata and
formations throughout the south-
est section, has opened a central
office in Natchez.

H. M. Morse, state oil apd gas
supervisor. has issued this week
four permits for drilling. They were
for Union Producing Company's
Cessna No. 1, N WSW, Section 18-
10-2, and Patridge No. 1, SW SE,
Section 1-10-3. and Hassie Hunt's

Johnson No. 3, NW NE,
Sectlon 14, and Shannon No. 1. NE
{lyw Section 14, all in Yazoo coua-
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OIL AND GAS NEWS

TINSLEY TO GET
60TH OIL WELL

Test Successful at Union
Producing Company’s
No. 11 Stevens

producer for Tinsley
Union

inch chokes, top and bot-

tom.

It was opened for 16 minutes and
built up 13 pounds of pressure.
Recovery was 2146 feet of oil. The
hole was reamed to 4850 !eec and
casing cemented to 4826 fi

Union spudded two new uu this

east quarter of the northwest quar-

ter Section 1, Both tests have

cemcnud 33 feet of 16 inch casing.

of Union's latest com-

pletlon, the No 16 Stevens, in the

northeast corner of Section 13, was

24 barrels an hour on a 4-hour

uge, with 10 pounds on the cas-
and none on the tubing.

ly nm yesterday was 417 bar-

rell chok

e.

Unlm h moving in a derrick at
the No. 2 Partridge, east offset of
‘the No. 1 comple! , in the south-
east quarter of the m\‘.hent quart-
er in Section 1. The No. 5 Twiner,
No. 6 Twiner, No. 7 Stevens, and
No. 5 Perry are still locations.

Hassle Hunt has comvleted his
No. 4 A, Johnson in the SW of
the Nl: Section 14, dor an estimated
150 barrels daily 'flow. A derﬂck
has been fastened on Hunt's No, 2

Scott County
Exchange Oil Co l?mny is still

experlencln; difficulty in d -
feet of stuck drill plﬁ at
the No. 1 N eral .Lease
Commn& Section 30-Tn-7e, and E.
L. Martin is still rigging up at his
new No. 1 Newell Mineral
Company, Section 5-8n-Te,
County

Oil Company’'s No.

BY ERLE JOHNSTON
Ol and Gas Editor

New Hinds Test

Spuds Thursday
J P. !'nl.m and Harvey Robin-
spudded in yesterday at their
No. 1 Alford, SW corner, 8W B‘l

Section 18-6n-le, Hinds county, and
expected to set surface nipc toda; ﬂg
Jackson

don | E.'R, Owen of J
ing contractor.

Asrangements had been
pleted elrller in the mk to hllnl‘h
the new test Thur:
schedule was (ollowed in lpl
the dru:llu rain that fell duﬂu

'memtu-mnmmuum
Jackson, nnd jua outside the
proven area e Hinds-Rankin
gas field. It u prob.bly that the
test will have showing:
about 2500 feet, but unless thi
f” is in producuve voluma. it is
s will carry the drill
de_:%f; Sn leltch of ofl.
is the

& Catchings No. 1 in 8ec
5n-lw,

Roynl Oﬂ and ou Compmyl No.
1 Hinds Junior College,

Section 6-20n-le, is dﬂll
ing in lhlle at 3933,
Yazoo Wildcats
Buccess or fallure at Sells Pe-
troleum Company’s No. 1 Falkner,
SE NE Bectlon u-on—w, may be
determined in the next few days.

base of the Midway, at 6080 and
was expected to move into the
Selma n any moment.

‘Thom| an-Hope's No. 1
Ellw!b-l}dwndu, Section 30-10n-3w,
is dr in Midway at

Lionel Hawkins’ No. 1 Humph-
r:y. Section 33-13n-2e, is drﬂl&z

H. Rowan's No. 1 Ilkln lﬂ:
tlon N-ldn-lc, is drilling in

ry No,
24-12n-Ze, was
drilling h:a_’clhalk yesterday after-

The No. 2 Wilburn made

water.
mnburnh ofmnu No. 1
chnnge Company’s No.
SE Section 28-12n-Ze, /is
still wnmnx on completion of &

wner wel

Dunn has spudded in hll
Nolepe Section 26-12n-3e, and
has set 600 feet of 9 5-8 inch
face casing.

&

last mmt.h

Wayne Location
Wme county got its second new
two days yesterday
when the 'I‘rl-celmt Oil Company
of Waynesboro staked a_ No.
Jones, C NE NE Section 33-8n-Tw.
location is on a block whlch
is carried in the name of Hughes
Drm.lng Company of Abilene, Tex-

ons, in the
er of the northeast

it was learned here

Sec- éln L.W. Dennis, jr., and Otto
T

drilling at «ootmnmem 7
l'llckmthe!wonhalwm Bection

—_—
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18th Producer In
Prospect Today For
Yazoo Qil Fields

Twiner No. 5 and B3-5
Of Brumfield Lease
Having Casing Set As
The Newest Producers
Yazoo Countyl 8th producing oill
well was in prospect today. Wit
this latest development und {hy
purely wildcat operations getii:
under way, the area seemcd 1o

reaching out for a larger proportion|3

of the South’s industrial cxpi i

Two wells were cased for n s
duction in the Tinsley ficld tod:.
while another, the No. 1 J. J. anl
ner of Magnolia Petroleum Corpori
tion, was lowering u corc-Lit int.
the hole to test the Woodrull
tion reached with u drill-bit It
this morning. Maguoli.s prohidib
well will add a new producer o tiw
fleld, inasmuch as the Miluer fe-|
is the firm’s initial eitort the
Tinsley dome.

Union Producing Co.'s Twine: N

Southwest of the Vandcevere wi‘d
cat, E. M. DeLoach Nu. | W
Wilburn was announced st mgln
as being readied for drilling op.
tions. The two locations wurc slig
ly more than five miles apart.

Five miles northwest of Tinsloy}
production, in the NW1i; of (i
NW1 of Sec. 19-11n-3w. Joc Diw

Co., although rigged up. has
er,

In the Vaughan ficld. the connt
of producers remained af four
a drill-stem test late lust woek
!he No. 8 Wilburn of King

son’s No. 1 McGraw-Curran l.umlu-l‘»‘

poti

spudded yet because of bud weith -

0il Exposition ls
Boosted By Radio

Musical Salutes Given
Every Saturday Night
Over Memphis Station
A series of musical salutes to the
Mississippi Oil Exposition was start-
ed Saturday night, June 10, o’l\‘wre'r
e

was ssful.
crew was awaiting orders
while the No. 5 Wilburn
4800 feet. Rowaun. Hupe &
on, drilling the No.
half-mile south of pro
Sec. 6-11n-3e, wus at
drilling.

Back in the Tinsley arca.
Producing Co. had a deri
ed for the No. 6 Twincr,
No. 1 Adcock unit was
Slick-Urschel will em!
morning on the No. ¢
in the SE¥% of the
35-11n-3w, an attempt at &
west extension.

Magnolia Petroleum Coryp
was drilling at below 2.000

e J. J. Milner No. 2. in the
of the SW¥% of Scc. 6-10n-2w

Wi

Union
ek ereet
while
at 2005 Tt
R tonorrow

[l

5. ulthough it did not make
ing in the deep Lummons ool
5455. will be u producer v
rich Woodruff zone ulready i
ed by the Schlumberger lu:
4800 feet. Casing wus sct

E. C. Johnston meanwhile e o
to bring in his seventh prociecy o
the Brumfield leasc. cas !

e

Hassie Hunt
A. Lammons B-3 this lt v
having removed u stuck «iilt
Sunday night, and win
to run casing.

However, one dark spot
in the otherwise bright pi 0
the announcement that Unios No
1 Powell, a north-end tes
| SE¥% of the SWY of Sce. fii-1in-5
was drilling at 5665 with no indie
tion of pay sand having been reue
ed. The hole will be tuke
feet, where it will be abuncon:
nothing appears to ching
plan.

Outside the Tinsley wrci. P
eum Explorations, Inc., prena

et
pre parine

spud in on the No. 1 L. E. Vi
vere, in the SWY of {he SE:, o0
Sec. 25-13n-1w, and the Wi

expected to start (urning
for a test of what is r
the most favorable st
side the Tinsley
duction areas in
Leases within u

are unobtainable, while only
major holding within a radiu
two and a half miles 1+
leased, that of 1040 acres belone i
to Wise Bros. of Yuzoo Cily.
alty sales, although slower
past few days becaus
holdings, have been :

an acre and above.

fongslil

one
ol

valcs ol $a0

25 ane
)

Exposifion Given
. §500 By Ol Firm

Union Producing Co. Is
Large Donor This Week
To Success of Oil Show

A check for $500.00 was received
Gy ouf this week by the Mis-
ssinpi (M) Exposition  from  the
Unicn a'coducing Co., who drilled
the G. C. Woodruff No. 1 discovery
well in the Tinsley oil field, striking
the puy d st August 29,

It is discovery that will be
celebrutea in Yazoo Cily on August
29 with two days of festiv-
es-thet will provide both interest-
ing cntrfeinment wnd educational
feufures

Ofliciuls of the Mississippi Oil tx-
position ore very grateful to the oil
concern for this cvidence of their
geod wisies and co-operation  to-
wurd the future upbuilding of this
soction.

Mc

radio station WMC, Memphis.

to be staged here Aug-
ust 28 and 29, has the radio recog-
nition through the courtesy of the
convention bureau of the Memphis
Chamber of Commerce. Time of
the weekly program is 7:00 p. m.
(Yazoo City time) every Saturday.

Mack Raue, fumiliar as maestro
of the Memphis Blues orchestra
and as producer of the program,
said attention of the entire Mid-
South area will be called to .azoo
City's celebration in the next broad-
casts.

Rae’s bund is muade up of mu-
sicians who formerly were with
“name” bands. but who now are
making their homes in Memphis,
devoting their time“toward boosting
their hume town and playing dance

in and near
It is well known to many Missis-
slppuns who have attended conven-
tions in Memphis.
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Yazoo’s Oil Fete Opens
Today; GovernorJohnson
To Crown Royal Rulers

Charles Summer, Miss Jeanne La-
cey with T. M. Dixon; th

YAZOO CITY, Aug. 26—Gover-
nor Paul Johnson today will head
a list of distinguished officials and
business men as Yazoo City opens
its two-day ofl exposition.

At Jackson ioday, the governor
said he would attend the fete with
an escort of highway patrolmen
headed by Col. T. P. Brady, com-
missioner of public safety.

Sponsored by the Lions Club
and the result of menths of prep-
aration, the Exposition on the eve

of its opening promises to eclipse | I

any gathering held in the state’s|0'clock. Governor Paul Johnson will

history and to excel all others in |Officiate. Hon. R. R. Norquist will
be master ;t ceemonies.

some respects.
r s
The Junior King and Queen will

wY;zoo City wtillnl.n be host not only
2200 Coumf and
s MississiD- | 10" o owned at 6:30 p, m. that even-
ing at the fair grounds

ip-
ﬁnm. ttht to t:!::uund: of visitors

‘om er s s, including Tex-
as, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Alglblmn ghl state and
‘Tennessee, thers— visitors Oxford,

o of
the stage and background.

el
field, Miss Claire Bennett, with Bil-
ly LaBarre, Miss Charlle Mae
Fisher with Gene Dixon; Miss Mar;
Leila Bradley with Edmund l(on'!
gomery; Miss Sally Willlams with
Nick Roberts.

Train bearers will be the Junior

Je_;: McGnv‘:’.

e crowning of King and Queen
will be held on Wedngadly rQn“om
ing at the fair grounds at 10:00

who have the same common in-

terest with Mississippians in the
newly discovered ofl field. and Tior Love Wl Srown the king
A list of attractions which will | Jro {8 master of ceremaies Ohil

consume the entire time from Wed-
nesday morning into the wee small
hours Friday mornirg, has been
completed in the last detail and
visitors to the Exposition, young,
and old, or rich or poor, will all
find entertainment, recreation, and
educational features.
To Crown Royalty

‘The Exposition wiil be opened
Wednesday morning by Governor
Johnson and the Kirg and Queen,
Dr. Gilruth Darrington and Miss
Letitia Rainer, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. J. T. Rainer, will be
crowned by the chief executive.

Following the coronation, the
exhibits at the far grounds will be
opened. Here more than a million
dollars in oil field equipment will
be on display, some of the sam
displays which have been shown
at the Dallas and Houston shows,
and one. by Edgar Jobnston, which
was exhibited at the world’s fair.
The fair building itself will be dec- i
orated by an expert who has had
wide experience in the Texas

ows.

From this time on the Exposition
will move on through one enter-
tainment after another with tours
.of Tinsley Field, lectures, parades,
softball games, dancing, and the
giving away of an automobile and
suite of furniture and other prizes.

5 Tour of Field .

The tour of Tinsley Field is cer-:
tain to attract every visitor. Mis-;
sissippl is proud of her new oil
field where 75 producers are now
pouring out more thau $10,000 wort
of ofl daily and where the daily |
potential has exceeded 40,000 bar-;
rels. Here will be seen towering:
derricks and slow turned pumps;
be heard the labored

e

clatter of tong on drill stem. A
trip to Tinsley is worth any Mis-
sippian’s time.

dren in the court will be Marie
Clark and Jack Decell, who will
carry the crowns; Billy Vandevere
and Ann Stricklin, of Eden, Louise
g:rns:n Btr‘ic]:lln'lgn ul): Gloria An-

, of Benton; mar Peyton,
of Anding; Mary Ann Griffith, Rob-
ert Coker, Judy Grantham, all of
Yazoo City; and Charles Nichols
:ﬂ Sue Virginia Exum, of Vaugh-

OIL SEARCH
IS STARTED

BILOXI. Aug. 27—The Humbolt
Oil Co. has established offices in
Hotel Tivoli and has started ofl ex-
ploraticn in Harrison. Jackson and
Hancock counties. George O. Mor-
gan is superintendent of the geo
physical crew which already has
started operations in this section
working at Vancleave. There are
25 men in the crew and they ex-
vect to be here six months.

—

Jordan.

John Bill

Tovis Wil e85 follows
escorts as follows.

Miss Patty Barbour with Billy

lgood.

Miss Julia Posey with John Chap-
man.

Miss Elsie Holmes with Eddie
Robertson.

young ladies were runners-

up in-the contest for Queen.
| 'Miss Golda DeCell, “Miss Yazoo
city,” will be in the court and will
be ‘escorted by Sam Olden.

Others in the court will be Miss
Dicy Carr with Tom Rainer; Miss
Sara Rainer with Billy Bridgforth:

Miss Jean Morris with Bruce Brif-
fith; Miss Mary Ann Holmes with

These

King .and Queen, Joe Elliott and Tins
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‘The plans for & comprehensive
tour of the Tinsley Oil Field are
of the Ex-

several producing companies ac-
companying the tour to explain
details of operations, Frederic F.
Mellon, discovered of the Tinsley
Dome, has also been requested to
make the trip to outline geologi-
cal phns:l of exploration and de-
velopment
'f.lfe tour will assemble in front
of the Yazoo Theatre where park-
ing space has been arranged, leav-
at 1:30 p. m. each day. Stops
will include the following in the or-
der named: Slick-Urschel’s facill-
tles at Valley, Hassie Hunt’s leas-
es and wells in operation west of
ley, the ery Well,
Jones-O’Brien loading rack
offices, Magnolia Petroleum Co.
wells, Tinsley, including Union
| Producing Co's offices and facili-
ties, Union’s Powell No. 1 well,
and E. C. Johnston's leases, wells,
and offices. Important develop.
ments may call for additional

stops.
Buses Avallable

It has been arranged to have

school buses available for those

. who have no sutomobiles or who

prefer not to drive their own cars,
with a nominal charge to help
defray expense for each bus. The
tour will be about 35 miles in
length and require from two to
two and a half hours.

Detailed Wo{l’:n“g?i may be had
at_the Exposl ces.

B. E. Grantham,of the Exposi-
tion headquarters from w. G.
Skelly, president of the Internation-
al Petroleumm muhi“r'nm::“egh
Wm. B. Way, general an N
conveying the greetings of the In-
ternattional Petroleum Institute of
Tulsa to the ofl exposition, to Gov-
ernor Paul JJohnson, and to J. L.
Beven, president of the Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad, and N. C. McGowan,
president of the Union Producing
Co., and inviting all visitors to
make plans for attending the 1042
Tulsa O

Show.

The telegram follows:
+“Chariman Oil Exposition-
3Please extend greetings _{rom
the International Petroleum Exposi
+ion of Tulsa to your oil exposition,

President Be-

W. B. May, General Mgr.

Mrs. L. E. Morris, chairman, an-
nounced this morning the members
of the royalty court for the Mis-
sissippi_Ofl Exposition. .

The King, Dr. Gilruth Darring-
ton, will excort the Queen, Miss
Letitia Rainer, at the formal open-
ing of the Exposition and on other
occesions where the couple will be
called upon lo appear as represen-
tatives of the Exposition. At other
times Miss Rainer’s escort will be
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Later Development

The pages reprinted from the area newspapers have
shown how the Tinsley Field developed rapidly. More and
more wells were brought in until in 1941 there were 322
producing wells in the Field. Development of the Field
showed the Tinsley structure to be a high-relief faulted
dome, probably overlying a deep-seated salt structure.
Plate 1 shows the surface configuration of the Field and
the property owners along with a structure map with the
datum the base of the Woodruff sand, the most prolific
producer in the Field. Production was established in the
Field from seven Upper Cretaceous sands (Plate 2), and it
is from these sands that the great majority of production
has come. These sands are developed in the “gas rock”
section, and production is controlled both by faulting and
varying sand characteristics. Plate 3 is a cross section
showing these sand characteristics in a portion of the
Field. The location of the cross section is shown on Plate
1.

Some sour gas and condensate was tested from the
Smackover Formation of Jurassic age and other encourag-
ing shows have been encountered in this deep formation
giving promise of future development. It should be noted
that no giant field such as Tinsley has ever been abandoned
in this Country, and that deep production has been estab-
lished in most of these fields. Discoveries in the last few
years in the area north of Tinsley Field have been promising
and certainly Tinsley needs further evaluation and ex-
ploration for deep production possibilities.

The Tinsley Field has produced 193,413,727 barrels of
oil through January 1, 1974, according to figures furnished
by the Mississippi State Oil and Gas Board. Production by
years and cumulative production is shown on Figure 4.
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TINSLEY FIELD
YAZOO COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
TOTAL PRODUCTION - ALL OPERATORS

Production - Barrels

Year 0il Water
1939 114,972 -0-
1940 4,210,022 179,400
1941 15,277.270 1.126,382
1942 28.179,758 5,191,265
1943 17.264,156 10,384,190
1944 11,802,335 12,936,577
1945 9,400,014 12,361,364
1946 7,995,302 11,915,675
1947 6,738,397 10.527.461
1948 6,047,852 11,007,104
1949 5,568,681 12,333,305
1950 5,187,517 12,520,894
1951 5,029,505 11,949,729
1952 4,925,918 12,000,664
1953 4,541,955 12,121,507
1954 4,325,628 12,540,204
1955 4,519,277 12,655,297
1956 4,465,656 12,194,871
1957 3,956,027 11,647,282
1958 3,491,955 11,260,080
1959 3,403,613 11,723,364
1960 3,231,232 11,591,025
1961 2,983,679 10,773,201
1962 2,843,728 10,191,661
1963 2,852,598 10,790,897
1964 2,668,423 11,032,305
1965 2,450,129 11,193,930
1966 2,323,415 11,239,815
1967 2,274,647 12,250,994
1968 2,167,973 12,719,549*
1969 2,156,519 13,515,111**
1970 2,282,911 17,928,908%**
1971 2,566,096 15,634,077 ****
1972 3,114,070 18,736,409
1973 3,053,706 22,162,346
TOTAL 193,413,727 394,157,319

*Perry Sand, North Segment
**McGraw Sand, North Segment - Stevens Sand, North
Segment
***Perry Woodruff, West Segment - Perry Sand, West Seg-
ment - Woodruff Sand, West Segment
**kx*Woodruff Sand, North Segment

Figure 4 - Production from Tinsley Field.
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A refinery was established by the Southland Oil Company
to process Tinsley crude. This refinery is located at Crupp
Station, Mississippi, and is still in operation. In March
1974,this refinery processed 94,578 barrels of oil. Another
refinery was constructed by Edgar Johnson, who built a
plant in Vicksburg. This refinery never operated as such,
although for a time it was used as a storage facility for
oil. Sohio Petroleum Company constructed a pipeline from
Tinsley Field to the Mississippi River near Mayersville.
This pipeline transported crude to the river where it was
loaded on barges and shipped to refineries in Indiana and
Ohio. This pipeline presently connects with the Mid-Valley
pipeline at Mayersville.

During World War II when o0il shortages threatened,
Tinsley Field answered the call and during April 1942
delivered 2,600,000 barrels of oil, a daily average of 87,000
barrels. Production declined in the late 60’s, but in 1969
secondary recovery was initiated by Pennzoil United at the
Tinsley Field in the form of a water flood in the north
segment (Figure 5). Pennzoil United estimates that the
secondary flood will continue for some fourteen years.
This program has been quite successful, with the rise in
production being shown in 1970 through 1973 in Figure
4. The success of this program has caused company officials
to consider tertiary and even quaternary programs for the
giant field. An ultimate production of over 250 million
barrels is a good possibility, and as it approaches 200 mil-
lion barrels, Tinsley is the largest oil field in the south-
east. It seems certain as Tinsley celebrates her 35th birth-
day that she will most assuredly celebrate her 50th and
beyond.
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Impact on Yazoo County
Norman A. Mott, Jr.*

When the Tinsley oil field was discovered in August of
1939 Mississippians, and Yazooans in particular, thought
at last Mississippi would mushroom in development as did
Oklahoma and parts of Texas and Louisiana.

The Tinsley strike did produce a “boomlet” but as it
turned out all the grandiose dreams and schemes never
materialized. Talk of Yazoo City’s becoming the “oil capi-
tal” of the states also proved out to be just talk.

Today the typical Yazooan is hardly aware of the huge
Tinsley oil field and Oil City which sprang into being over
30 years ago has the appearance of just another rural
crossroads community.

There are no visible signs of the streets and commercial
buildings and developments that Oil City promoters had
plotted and sold to optimistic business interests and
speculators. Tinsley has the Pennzoil offices and yard but
that’s about all, aside from the numerous work-over type
rigs visible from the town.

Nevertheless, the oil industry is a very significant one
for Yazoo County’s economy. In spite of all the discoveries
over the past 34 years elsewhere in the state, no field has
caught up with the total production taken from the prolific
Tinsley Field. Latest figures from the State Oil & Gas Board
show a total production of 193,413,727 barrels of oil and an
annual production rate of 3,053,706 barrels from the sever-
al producing zones.

Today there are several oil service companies and a half
dozen producing companies employing approximately 100
persons who look after their producing wells in Tinsley.
The major operator is Pennzoil company which acquired
Union Producing Company in the latter part of 1960’s. The
Union Producing Company is the exploratory division of
United Gas Corporation of Monroe, La., which on Monday,
August 28, 1939 brought in the No. 1 Green Woodruff dis-

*Editor - Yazoo City Herald, Yazoo City, Mississippi
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covery well at Tinsley. At one time Union operated 77
producing wells.

In 1939 the section around Tinsley was one of the poorest
of the hill sections of Yazoo. Other than the old Jackson
highway, the hills of southern Yazoo County had very few
roads and most of them were unimproved —not even to the
extent of gravel. Some of the early oil company personnel
and speculators had to resort to horseback and muleback
to contact the settlers about their land rights.

In Yazoo City today other than the headquarters of the
Southland Oil Company, there are no signs of the billion
dollar oil industry that is benefiting Yazoo County.

In 1940 the Southland Company erected a small oil
refinery at Crupp seven miles southeast of Yazoo City near
the Illinois Central railroad company freight line cuts
through the hills by Tinsley and on to Jackson. The plant
is still operating today, producing mainly asphalt.

Besides the obvious advantage of the salary payrolls of
the Southland Company, which still operates its asphalt
facilities at Crupp, and the few oil well service companies,
Yazooans are also enjoying a sizable share of the state oil
and gas severance tax collections each year.

Last year (fiscal 1972-73) the county’s treasury was en-
riched by $119,116.12 as its pro rata share of the tax col-
lected on Yazoo County oil production. In addition the
common school fund of Yazoo County received $96,440.

Knowledgable observers of County government say the
oil severance tax has enabled Yazoo County, despite its
rugged topography, to have a much better than average
system of hardsurfaced farm-to-market roads.

Less visible but of considerable importance are the
royalty payment to Yazooan landowners and the leasing of
mineral rights. Tens of thousands of acres are under lease
and most of it has been under lease continuously since the
early days of the “boom.”

Seismic surveying, leasing and exploratory drilling
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have been continuous in Yazoo County.

So far deep oil production, such as from the Smackover
formation, has not been found, but the search continues
and oil money circulates in the local economy, quietly but
significantly.

Every now and then excitement and “oil boom town
dreams” are re-kindled with the announcement of a good
showing of oil and gas in a wildcat venture. This nearly
always sets off a flurry of leasing activity and a royalty
“play” by speculators, both local and outsiders.

Certainly, the oil industry is an important part of the
basic economy of Yazoo County and will continue to be.
Not many Yazooans realize the significance of the mam-
moth Tinsley Field which in pre-Arab oil embargo days had
an estimated, ultimate economic value well in excess of a
billion dollars. Now that oil is selling for up to $10 dollars
a barrel, the ultimate monetary value under the ground at
Tinsley has increased enormously.

Yazoo City experienced a great deal of excitement and
the chaos of the early days as the center of the beginning
oil industry in the state. Adding greatly to the dreams of
an oil boom was the discovery in the spring of 1940 of the
Pickens Field in eastern Yazoo County. However, Pickens
was not another Tinsley. Nevertheless, it had at one time
44 producing wells.

In nearly three and one half decades Yazoo City has
often been in the limelight in oil field development. Seismic
crews have traversed the country side, often with as many
as three or four crews operating at once.

At latest count 187 exploratory wells have been drilled
and abandoned. Several more “dry holes” are added each
year. Besides Tinsley and Pickens other producing fields in
the county are the Bentonia Field and the Satartia Field.

Backing up to 1939-40 legend has it that at one time
Union Producing Company entertained the idea of erecting



54 MISSISSIPPI GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

a seven story office building in Yazoo City.

The legend also says that indifference and subtle re-
sistance by Yazoo business interests caused Union Pro-
ducing to decide to locate its headquarters in Jackson.

Did Yazooans fumble their opportunity to become a
major Mississippi city and the state’s oil center?

The following excerpts from a prize-winning paper,
written by Deery Mott and published in the fourth annual
edition of the Mississippi Junior Historian, April 1966,
affiliated with the Mississippi Historical Society, seem to
give the answer:

“But aside from a handful of oil servicing firms and the
Southland Oil Company’s small refinery, there are not
many signs of those exciting great expectations that were
in everyone’s mind as 1939 drew to a close.

It’s significant that the annual membership meeting and
banquet of the Yazoo County Chamber of Commerce held
at the end of December that year 1939 had for its program
a formal debate.

Two prominent local attorneys, Henry George Warren
and John Sharp Holmes, debated the question: “resolved
that the citizens of Yazoo City have slept on their rights
and have not taken advantage of the good fortune thrust
upon them through the discovery of oil on August 29, 1939.”

Federal census figures show that Yazoo City in 1940 had
7,258 people — a gain over 1930’s total of 5,579. In 1950 the
population hit 9,746, in 1960 it’s listed as 11,236, (and in
1970, 11,688).

History seems to have proved the affirmative side of the
debate.” '
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Epilogue

Tinsley Field was discovered as a result of the application
of the basic principles of geology in a project not speci-
fically directed to oil and gas exploration. The follow-up
development of the field utilized much of today’s sophisti-
cated petroleum technoclogy. Most of the giant fields in this
Country may have been found, and the set of circumstances
which led to the Tinsley discovery may not present them-
selves again. While the possibility may be small, that is
what makes the oil industry exciting; the one faint hope
that even now another young geologist may be approach-
ing that anomalous outcrop whose discovery may lead to
another Tinsley.
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