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Introduction

MDEQ manages its surface water programs on a river basin scale and has established a
process that coordinates the water assessment and management activities of numerous
state and federal agencies. This process, the Mississippi Basin Management Approach, is
responsible for the development of and recurring updates to, basin management plans for
Mississippi’s major river basins. This appendix provides water quality assessment
information specific to each of the state’s major river basins. The information in this
appendix is strictly a representation of the statewide §305(b) assessments broken down
by river basin.

Hydraulically, the waters of Mississippi are divided into ten major drainage areas or river
basins. These ten basins are the Big Black River Basin, Coastal Streams Basin,
Mississippi River Basin, North Independent Streams Basin, Pascagoula River Basin,
Pearl River Basin, South Independent Streams Basin, Tennessee River Basin, Tombigbee
River Basin and Yazoo River Basin. For MDEQ management purposes, the Mississippi
River Basin has been divided into upper and lower portions. The upper portion has been
grouped with the Yazoo River Basin and the lower portion has been grouped with the
South Independent Streams Basin.

In the following sections, surface water quality assessment data are presented in the form
of an alphabetical listing of all individual water body assessments made for the 2008
§305(b) report. With each water body entry, pertinent information regarding water body
ID number, reach location, assessed use, assessment status and numeric category
designation are shown. This table also provides the necessary information to cross-
reference §305(b) assessments with the 2008 §303(d) list. It should be noted that the
assessment information provided in the detailed listing is accurate as of April 1, 2008,
which may be different from the 2008 §303(d) list.

The integrated assessment guidance from USEPA allows segments to be assigned to one
of five categories at the designated use level. This results in water bodies with multiple
uses that often have multiple categories. This categorization system assigns a water body
to one of five categories by use:

Category 1: Attaining all uses

Category 2: Attaining some uses but insufficient information for assessment of
other uses.

Category 3: Insufficient information to assess any use

Category 4: Not attaining a use but a TMDL is not necessary

Category 5: Not attaining a use and a TMDL is needed.

USEPA defines a Category 1 water as having sufficient data to prove there is no
impairment for any potential designated use of that water body. Since Mississippi rarely
has data for all designated uses on a specific waterbody, Mississippi currently has no
water bodies assigned to Category 1.
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