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CATAHOULA FORMATION

The Catahoula formation is not exposed at the surface in
Forrest County but ix reached by numerous wells at depths of
500 to 400 feet in the valleys of the Leaf and Bouie Rivers.

HATTIESHINMWG FOIM ATION .

At Hattiesburg, the Hattiesburg formation, as exposed in
the river Dluffs, consists of thick beds of massive elavs—150 or
20y feel thick—which contain some lime but very little sand.
Wells in the vicinity of Hattiesburg and outerops in the extreme
Lhortheastern corner of the county——as well as outcrops in the
adjacent parts of Jonhes County—show that this thick clay bed
ir underlain by interbedded sands and clays, the sands inereas-
ing in prominence and becoming gravelly toward the Lase. Out-
crops along the higher parts of the river bluffs at Hatliesburyg
and wells at Camp Shelby xhow that the thick clay bed is over-
lain by and grades upward into alternatling fine-grained silty
«ands and clays similar to outerops of the Pascagoula farther
couth. In some places this upper sand-clay sone—d40 or 50
feet thick—is partly consalidated to a soit sandstone. This in-
ivrval has usually been considered the nppermost member of
the Hattiesburg formation and ha= been so mapped in the past.
“hat i= alse the present conceplion of the 0il geclogists who
have worked in the tervitory. The burning tests in the lah-
oratory, however, show that the pyro-physical properties of this
upper interval more closely vesemble the burning properties of
the known DPaseagoula than of the underlying thick clay.  Ac-
cordingly, one would be inclined to draw the Hattiesburg-1*uses-
poula eontaet at the top of the massive clay bed, However, in
the uhsence of definjie proof, it ean only be statéd that the con-
et botween the two Miocene formations—the Hattieshtirg anml
the Paseagoula—is vither covered or gradational and »o obseure
that it cannot be definitely Jecated. ‘

PASCAGUHELA FORMATION

Along the Paseagoula River, the type locality of the Pasca-
goula formation, an unconlormity between the Hattiesburg four-
matinn and the overlying Pascagoula formation is supposed (o
Le present. A =earch along the Pascagoula River from Pasca-
goula to Merrill and along ihe Leaf River from Hattiesburg to
Beaumont failed to locate an unconformity.  Although the out-




