GUIDELINES FOR SECURING THE SERVICES OF A WATER WELL
DRILLER

The following guidelines are provided to assist individual homeowners or small
business owners in obtaining the services of a licensed water well driller. Please
note that following these guidelines neither guarantees a problem-free contractual
relationship with the driller nor does it relieve the parties to the agreement from
complying with applicable regulations of the Mississippi Department of
Environmental Quality (MDEQ), the Mississippi State Department of Health, or
other interested state and federal agencies.
¾ You may need a permit from MDEQ - State law requires that you obtain a
groundwater withdrawal permit for water wells with surface casing diameters 6inches or greater in diameter. Some exclusions apply to this requirement.
¾ Always ask to see the driller’s license - State law requires all water well drillers
operating in Mississippi to be licensed by the state, regardless of the size or type
of well being drilled. This requirement ensures that only knowledgeable drillers
be allowed to operate in the state. Another requirement is for drillers to submit a
driller’s log (record) on every well they drill.
¾ Insist on a written agreement or contract - A reputable well driller should not
hesitate to provide a detailed written proposal for you to accept (as witnessed by
your signature on the document) or to provide a formal written contract for both
parties to sign prior to drilling and completion of a well. Such a document should
clearly state the anticipated dates for starting and completing the well.
¾ Read the proposal or contract document carefully - Make sure that you
understand exactly what equipment, materials, supplies, and services the well
driller is including in the price for the work. The following checklist is offered
only as a guide for review of contracts or proposals:
1. Cost - An itemized list of estimated charges is better than a lump sum
proposal. The list could include the following associated costs:
a)
a)
b)
c)

Actual drilling (per foot of depth);
Casing (per foot);
Other materials, such as drive shoe, grout, and well cap;
Various procedures, such as well grouting, well developing, test
pumping, and well disinfection.
d) Drilling the well deeper and the costs of drilling a second well, if
required to ensure an adequate water supply; and
e) Proper well abandonment (plugging) should it prove necessary.

