
This form is provided to submit comments regarding Mississippi’s utilization of allocated funds through the 
Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust.  The comments provided will be used to assist Mississippi in 
developing its environmental mitigation plan.  Mississippi is not soliciting project proposals as part of this 
information request and will not provide responses to any comments received.   Parties interested in providing 
comments should complete the form and submit it and any additional information via email to  
MSVWSETTLEMENT@MDEQ.MS.GOV, or mail to ATTN: VW SETTLEMENT, MDEQ - Air Division, P.O. Box 2261, 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261. 

Name:  ________________________________                     ____                                          __ 

Affiliation:  _________________________                                                                                  _ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________                                         ______ 

Which eligible mitigation action categories should Mississippi consider funding as part of its mitigation plan?  
Please select all that apply. 
      Class 8 Local Freight Trucks and Port Drayage Trucks       Ferries/Tugs 
      Class 4-8 School Buses, Shuttle Buses, or Transit Buses      Freight Switchers 
      Ocean Going Vessels Shorepower         Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks 
      Airport Ground Support Equipment         Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
      Forklifts and Port Cargo Handling Equipment        Light Duty ZEV Infrastructure 
 
Should funding be provided for:    Government Owned Vehicles Only  
      Non-Government Owned Vehicles Only 
      Both Government and Non-Government Owned Vehicles 
 
What factors do you feel are the most important factors for Mississippi to consider as we develop our plan?  
Please select your top three choices. 
  
 Environmental Justice: Prioritize vulnerable communities          
 Health Impacts: Focus on achieving health benefits by also reducing related pollutants    
 Public Fleets: Focus on publicly-owned vehicles          
 Private Fleets: Equal eligibility for privately-owned vehicles        
 Statewide: Spread funding across Mississippi          
 Volkswagen Areas: Fund projects where most diesel VWs are located       
 Cost-Effective: Achieve greatest NOx emissions reductions for lowest cost per ton   
 
Do you use social media? 

   Facebook       Twitter     LinkedIn     Other: ___________________ 
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Please provide additional comments you believe Mississippi should consider when developing its mitigation 
plan:  
 

COMMENTS: Summary

1. GOAL: DEQ must have the ability to fund for implementation new American technologies 
(patented by USPTO) which effectively mitigate NOx, CO2 and other harmful emissions.

2. OWNERSHIP:  

a) 100% reimbursement of costs should also be extended to 501(c) (3) entities are 
non-profits which are auditable and whose profits do not inure to individual shareholders.  
These include many R&D institutions, universities, churches, etc.  

b) Also full cost reimbursements should be extended to some privately owned equipment, 
e.g., diesel engines, etc.  Number of private owned equipment for 100% cost 
reimbursement should be limited to say 1-3 units per owner so that its benefits could 
spread out to maximum number of diesel vehicle/engine/equipment owners. 

3. INNOVATION:  DEQ must have the ability to fund the implementation of new patented 
technologies which display their effectiveness through demonstration.  Such technologies 
must be proactively encouraged to reduce the emissions from a diesel truck/ bus/ 
equipment/ on-road or off-road emission sources. Such funding should not exceed 25% of 
the total funding available to the State under the VW funding.

Our detailed comments are mentioned in the attached letter.
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March 22, 2019 

 

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality 
Attn.: Mr. Elliott Bickerstaff 
Contact for Public Comments on  
State of MS VW Beneficiary Mitigation Plan 
Jackson 
MS 39225 
 

 

Subject: Public Comments on the State of Mississippi’s Proposed VW Beneficiary Mitigation 

Plan for spending its portion of funds form the VW Environmental Mitigation Trust. 

 

Dear Mr. Bickerstaff, 

 

Emission Control Associates (ECA) of MS takes this opportunity to introduce itself to MDEQ. 

 

As our company’s name signifies, ECA is fully dedicated to the goal of reducing and ultimately 

eliminating greenhouse gases – e.g., NOx and CO2 – from diesel and other fossil fuels 

emissions.  Towards achieving this end, it has come out with an emission reduction/elimination 

technology to eliminate NOX and CO2 emissions from fossil fuels.  This technology’s working 

prototype has been vetted by third party experts and had been successfully demonstrated in the 

states of MS and Texas.  Recently it has also been awarded the Patent from the US Patent and 

Trademark Office (USPTO).  This is the only technology in the world today which can 

simultaneously address NOx, CO2, SOx, and PM2.5 emissions from fossil fuels – diesel and 

coal.  It does not require any modification in the engine, but adds a small zero-GHG emission 

reactor (“Xero”) after the tailpipe, does not require any expensive additives and is therefore the 

most cost-effective and least intrusive solution to the GHG emissions in today’s world.  It also 

does not have any fugitive emissions or emissions from its by-products.  ECA is keen to launch 

this technology from the State of MS (Harrison or Hancock counties, where pollution levels are 

higher).  Therefore, ECA would like to participate in the VW Beneficiary Mitigation Plan (BMP) 

of the State of MS and takes this opportunity to offer its comments thereon. 
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COMMENTS: Summary 

1. GOAL: DEQ must have the ability to fund for implementation new American technologies 
(patented by USPTO) which effectively mitigate NOx, CO2 and other harmful emissions. 

2. OWNERSHIP:   

a. 100% reimbursement of costs should also be extended to 501(c) (3) entities are 
non-profits which are auditable and whose profits do not inure to individual 
shareholders.  These include many R&D institutions, universities, churches, etc.   

b. Also full cost reimbursements should be extended to some privately owned 
equipment, e.g., diesel engines, etc.  Number of private owned equipment for 
100% cost reimbursement should be limited to say 1-3 units per owner so that its 
benefits could spread out to maximum number of diesel vehicle/engine/equipment 
owners.  

3. INNOVATION:  DEQ must have the ability to fund the implementation of new patented 
technologies which display their effectiveness through demonstration.  Such technologies 
must be proactively encouraged to reduce the emissions from a diesel truck/ bus/ 
equipment/ on-road or off-road emission sources. Such funding should not exceed 25% of 
the total funding available to the State under the VW funding. 

The detailed comments are mentioned below on the next pages. 

We very much appreciate this opportunity to participate DEQ’s efforts to mitigate various 
emissions in the State and shall extend full support in sharing our technology to achieve that 
goal. 

We look forward to hearing from you in this regard. 

 

Many thanks 
 
 
 
Binaya R. Mishra 
7387 Live Oak Way 
Pass Christian 
MS 39571 
228-596-1270 
binoymishra@yahoo.com 
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DETAILED COMMENTS 

 

SERIAL 
NO. 

ITEM 
COMMENT-

ED ON 

COMMENTS FOR ACTION 
(MODIFICATION/ADDITION) 

REASON FOR SUCH REQUEST 

1. 3.0 Goals 
and 
Priorities 

We entirely agree with the four 
stated goals and priorities: 
• Achieve significant & sustained 

reductions in diesel emission 
exposures throughout the state 
– we fully agree and support 

• Maximize the amount of diesel 
emissions reduced each year 
per dollar invested – we fully 

agree and support 
 
• Support projects that invest in 

the replacement of older diesel 
emission sources with cleaner 
alternatives - we recommend 

the following:  before the word 

“replacement”, please add 

“repair, modification or” 
 
 
 
• Support projects that invest in 

new technologies including 
ZEV sources.  We recommend 

the following:  after the words 

“ZEV sources” please add “and 

other new technologies 

patented by the US Patent and 

Trademark Office” 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

• First two bullet points – we 
have no comments as we fully 
support the present position 
as stated. 

 
 
 
 
 

• Repair and/or modification 
can be more cost-effective 
than outright replacement. 
There are technologies which 
just need installation of a 
device after the exhaust pipe, 
and will not require 
replacement. This will bring 
enormous savings in capex. 

 
• Expands the scope of 

technologies to include those 
that have recently been 
launched and also those that 
may come up in the next 2-3 
years of BMP implementation. 
Innovations in the field of 
emission control has only 
been very few in the past 3-4 
decades.  Therefore, the BMP 
must fund any technology 
which effectively reduces 
NOx, CO2 and other 
hazardous emissions.  DEQ 
must have the ability to select 
such technologies to fund and 
implement them across the 
State 
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SERIAL 
NO. 

ITEM 
COMMENT-

ED ON 

COMMENTS FOR ACTION 
(MODIFICATION/ADDITION) 

REASON FOR SUCH REQUEST 

 
2. 4.0 Table 1. First Line: Along with “Large 

Trucks”, please add “and other 
large diesel-operated equipment 
used in ports, airports, logistics, 
commercial, non-profits and R&D 
sectors” 

The objective is to reduce harmful 
diesel emissions; so it should 
include some other major sources 
of diesel emissions, except those 
specifically excluded.  These 
facilities may use forklifts and 
other equipment of cargo handling 
and routine operations. 
 

3. Appendix A 
- EMA 

1. Class 8 Local Freight Trucks & 
Port Drayage Trucks – (b) Eligible 
large trucks must be scrapped” – 
Our comment: Please add: “if 
necessary” at the end of the 
sentence. 

As said before, there are 
technologies which can just install 
a device to control emissions from 
the exhaust pipe and therefore will 
not require the truck to be 
scrapped.  This will save valuable 
national resources. 
 

  2.  “c.” Eligible LARGE TRUCKS 
may be Repowered with new 
engine. Our comment: At the end 
of the sentence, please add: “It 

shall also include other forms of 

modifications and repairs which 

could reduce diesel emissions at 

least as effectively as by engine 

replacement or by installing new 

engines.” 

It aims to expand the scope of 
technology intervention to achieve 
the desired results.  The desired 
goals are to reduce diesel 
emissions (particularly NOx).  If 
this objective could be achieved 
by another technology without 
changing the engine, then that 
technology must be encouraged 
because this approach will be 
more cost-effective and more 
acceptable to people. 
 

  3.   Government-owned eligible 
trucks, etc. are allowed 100% 
reimbursement for Repower with a 
new diesel or alternate fueled 
engine or all electric-engine.   Our 
comment:  please add to the 
“Government owned” or any such 
large trucks owned by 501(c) (3) 
entities.   

501(c) (3) entities are non-profits 
which are auditable and have very 
little or no feature of or similarity 
with private companies.  These 
include may R&D institutions, 
universities, churches, etc.  These 
are tax-exempt under section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code.  Such entities are operated 
exclusively for exempt 
purposes set forth in section 
501(c)(3), and none of its earnings 
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SERIAL 
NO. 

ITEM 
COMMENT-

ED ON 

COMMENTS FOR ACTION 
(MODIFICATION/ADDITION) 

REASON FOR SUCH REQUEST 

may inure to any private 
shareholder or 
individual. Therefore, they should 
be able to get full cost 
reimbursements from the Fund for 
emissions mitigation purposes. 
 
In addition, full cost 
reimbursements should be 
extended to some privately-owned 
equipment, e.g., diesel engines, 
etc.  Number of private owned 
equipment for 100% cost 
reimbursement should be limited 
to say 1-3 units per owner or 
family so that its benefits could 
spread out to maximum number of 
diesel vehicle/engine/equipment 
owners. 
 

  4.   For ownership of the vehicle or 
engine, as mentioned above, please 
include the 501 (c) (3) entities. 
 

Explained as above. 

 Appendix A 
- EMA 

Our Comment:  after “10. Diesel 
Emission Reduction Act (DERA) 
Option, please add the following: 
 
11.  DEQ shall have the ability to 
fund implementation of new 
patented technologies which display 
their effectiveness through 
demonstration.  Such technologies 
must be proactively encouraged to 
reduce the emissions from a diesel 
truck/bus/equipment/ on-road or off-
road emission sources. Such funding 
shall not exceed 25% of the total 
funding available to the State. 
 

There have been only very few 
innovations in the diesel emission 
sector. SCRs, DPF, DOC, etc. have 
been there for some time now and 
do not mitigate ALL harmful 
emissions from diesel fuels.  
Therefore, a reasonable part of this 
funding (at least 25%) must 
proactively go to those 
technologies which show either 
better results or are more 
comprehensive (i.e. mitigate 
multiple emissions together) and 
hold a huge scope to change the 
emissions abatement landscape for 
the fossil fuels, particularly diesel. 

 











This form is provided to submit comments regarding Mississippi’s utilization of allocated funds through the 
Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust.  The comments provided will be used to assist Mississippi in 
developing its environmental mitigation plan.  Mississippi is not soliciting project proposals as part of this 
information request and will not provide responses to any comments received.   Parties interested in providing 
comments should complete the form and submit it and any additional information via email to  
MSVWSETTLEMENT@MDEQ.MS.GOV, or mail to ATTN: VW SETTLEMENT, MDEQ - Air Division, P.O. Box 2261, 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261. 

Name:  ________________________________                     ____                                          __ 

Affiliation:  _________________________                                                                                  _ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________                                         ______ 

Which eligible mitigation action categories should Mississippi consider funding as part of its mitigation plan?  
Please select all that apply. 
      Class 8 Local Freight Trucks and Port Drayage Trucks       Ferries/Tugs 
      Class 4-8 School Buses, Shuttle Buses, or Transit Buses      Freight Switchers 
      Ocean Going Vessels Shorepower         Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks 
      Airport Ground Support Equipment         Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
      Forklifts and Port Cargo Handling Equipment        Light Duty ZEV Infrastructure 
 
Should funding be provided for:    Government Owned Vehicles Only  
      Non-Government Owned Vehicles Only 
      Both Government and Non-Government Owned Vehicles 
 
What factors do you feel are the most important factors for Mississippi to consider as we develop our plan?  
Please select your top three choices. 
  
 Environmental Justice: Prioritize vulnerable communities          
 Health Impacts: Focus on achieving health benefits by also reducing related pollutants    
 Public Fleets: Focus on publicly-owned vehicles          
 Private Fleets: Equal eligibility for privately-owned vehicles        
 Statewide: Spread funding across Mississippi          
 Volkswagen Areas: Fund projects where most diesel VWs are located       
 Cost-Effective: Achieve greatest NOx emissions reductions for lowest cost per ton   
 
Do you use social media? 

   Facebook       Twitter     LinkedIn     Other: ___________________ 
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Please provide additional comments you believe Mississippi should consider when developing its mitigation 
plan:  
 



This form is provided to submit comments regarding Mississippi’s utilization of allocated funds through the 
Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust.  The comments provided will be used to assist Mississippi in 
developing its environmental mitigation plan.  Mississippi is not soliciting project proposals as part of this 
information request and will not provide responses to any comments received.   Parties interested in providing 
comments should complete the form and submit it and any additional information via email to  
MSVWSETTLEMENT@MDEQ.MS.GOV, or mail to ATTN: VW SETTLEMENT, MDEQ - Air Division, P.O. Box 2261, 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261. 

Name:  ________________________________                     ____                                          __ 

Affiliation:  _________________________                                                                                  _ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________                                         ______ 

Which eligible mitigation action categories should Mississippi consider funding as part of its mitigation plan?  
Please select all that apply. 
      Class 8 Local Freight Trucks and Port Drayage Trucks       Ferries/Tugs 
      Class 4-8 School Buses, Shuttle Buses, or Transit Buses      Freight Switchers 
      Ocean Going Vessels Shorepower         Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks 
      Airport Ground Support Equipment         Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
      Forklifts and Port Cargo Handling Equipment        Light Duty ZEV Infrastructure 
 
Should funding be provided for:    Government Owned Vehicles Only  
      Non-Government Owned Vehicles Only 
      Both Government and Non-Government Owned Vehicles 
 
What factors do you feel are the most important factors for Mississippi to consider as we develop our plan?  
Please select your top three choices. 
  
 Environmental Justice: Prioritize vulnerable communities          
 Health Impacts: Focus on achieving health benefits by also reducing related pollutants    
 Public Fleets: Focus on publicly-owned vehicles          
 Private Fleets: Equal eligibility for privately-owned vehicles        
 Statewide: Spread funding across Mississippi          
 Volkswagen Areas: Fund projects where most diesel VWs are located       
 Cost-Effective: Achieve greatest NOx emissions reductions for lowest cost per ton   
 
Do you use social media? 

   Facebook       Twitter     LinkedIn     Other: ___________________ 
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Please provide additional comments you believe Mississippi should consider when developing its mitigation 
plan:  
 



This form is provided to submit comments regarding Mississippi’s utilization of allocated funds through the 
Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust.  The comments provided will be used to assist Mississippi in 
developing its environmental mitigation plan.  Mississippi is not soliciting project proposals as part of this 
information request and will not provide responses to any comments received.   Parties interested in providing 
comments should complete the form and submit it and any additional information via email to  
MSVWSETTLEMENT@MDEQ.MS.GOV, or mail to ATTN: VW SETTLEMENT, MDEQ - Air Division, P.O. Box 2261, 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261. 

Name:  ________________________________                     ____                                          __ 

Affiliation:  _________________________                                                                                  _ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________                                         ______ 

Which eligible mitigation action categories should Mississippi consider funding as part of its mitigation plan?  
Please select all that apply. 
      Class 8 Local Freight Trucks and Port Drayage Trucks       Ferries/Tugs 
      Class 4-8 School Buses, Shuttle Buses, or Transit Buses      Freight Switchers 
      Ocean Going Vessels Shorepower         Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks 
      Airport Ground Support Equipment         Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
      Forklifts and Port Cargo Handling Equipment        Light Duty ZEV Infrastructure 
 
Should funding be provided for:    Government Owned Vehicles Only  
      Non-Government Owned Vehicles Only 
      Both Government and Non-Government Owned Vehicles 
 
What factors do you feel are the most important factors for Mississippi to consider as we develop our plan?  
Please select your top three choices. 
  
 Environmental Justice: Prioritize vulnerable communities          
 Health Impacts: Focus on achieving health benefits by also reducing related pollutants    
 Public Fleets: Focus on publicly-owned vehicles          
 Private Fleets: Equal eligibility for privately-owned vehicles        
 Statewide: Spread funding across Mississippi          
 Volkswagen Areas: Fund projects where most diesel VWs are located       
 Cost-Effective: Achieve greatest NOx emissions reductions for lowest cost per ton   
 
Do you use social media? 

   Facebook       Twitter     LinkedIn     Other: ___________________ 
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Please provide additional comments you believe Mississippi should consider when developing its mitigation 
plan:  
 



























This form is provided to submit comments regarding Mississippi’s utilization of allocated funds through the 
Volkswagen Environmental Mitigation Trust.  The comments provided will be used to assist Mississippi in 
developing its environmental mitigation plan.  Mississippi is not soliciting project proposals as part of this 
information request and will not provide responses to any comments received.   Parties interested in providing 
comments should complete the form and submit it and any additional information via email to  
MSVWSETTLEMENT@MDEQ.MS.GOV, or mail to ATTN: VW SETTLEMENT, MDEQ - Air Division, P.O. Box 2261, 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261. 

Name:  ________________________________                     ____                                          __ 

Affiliation:  _________________________                                                                                  _ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________                                         ______ 

Which eligible mitigation action categories should Mississippi consider funding as part of its mitigation plan?  
Please select all that apply. 
      Class 8 Local Freight Trucks and Port Drayage Trucks       Ferries/Tugs 
      Class 4-8 School Buses, Shuttle Buses, or Transit Buses      Freight Switchers 
      Ocean Going Vessels Shorepower         Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks 
      Airport Ground Support Equipment         Diesel Emissions Reduction Act 
      Forklifts and Port Cargo Handling Equipment        Light Duty ZEV Infrastructure 
 
Should funding be provided for:    Government Owned Vehicles Only  
      Non-Government Owned Vehicles Only 
      Both Government and Non-Government Owned Vehicles 
 
What factors do you feel are the most important factors for Mississippi to consider as we develop our plan?  
Please select your top three choices. 
  
 Environmental Justice: Prioritize vulnerable communities          
 Health Impacts: Focus on achieving health benefits by also reducing related pollutants    
 Public Fleets: Focus on publicly-owned vehicles          
 Private Fleets: Equal eligibility for privately-owned vehicles        
 Statewide: Spread funding across Mississippi          
 Volkswagen Areas: Fund projects where most diesel VWs are located       
 Cost-Effective: Achieve greatest NOx emissions reductions for lowest cost per ton   
 
Do you use social media? 

   Facebook       Twitter     LinkedIn     Other: ___________________ 
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Please provide additional comments you believe Mississippi should consider when developing its mitigation 
plan:  
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information request and will not provide responses to any comments received.   Parties interested in providing 
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MSVWSETTLEMENT@MDEQ.MS.GOV, or mail to ATTN: VW SETTLEMENT, MDEQ - Air Division, P.O. Box 2261, 
Jackson, MS 39225-2261. 

Name:  ________________________________                     ____                                          __ 

Affiliation:  _________________________                                                                                  _ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________                                         ______ 

Which eligible mitigation action categories should Mississippi consider funding as part of its mitigation plan?  
Please select all that apply. 
      Class 8 Local Freight Trucks and Port Drayage Trucks       Ferries/Tugs 
      Class 4-8 School Buses, Shuttle Buses, or Transit Buses      Freight Switchers 
      Ocean Going Vessels Shorepower         Class 4-7 Local Freight Trucks 
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      Forklifts and Port Cargo Handling Equipment        Light Duty ZEV Infrastructure 
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      Non-Government Owned Vehicles Only 
      Both Government and Non-Government Owned Vehicles 
 
What factors do you feel are the most important factors for Mississippi to consider as we develop our plan?  
Please select your top three choices. 
  
 Environmental Justice: Prioritize vulnerable communities          
 Health Impacts: Focus on achieving health benefits by also reducing related pollutants    
 Public Fleets: Focus on publicly-owned vehicles          
 Private Fleets: Equal eligibility for privately-owned vehicles        
 Statewide: Spread funding across Mississippi          
 Volkswagen Areas: Fund projects where most diesel VWs are located       
 Cost-Effective: Achieve greatest NOx emissions reductions for lowest cost per ton   
 
Do you use social media? 

   Facebook       Twitter     LinkedIn     Other: ___________________ 

 
 
 
 

           

Mississippi Volkswagen Settlement 
Environmental Mitigation Trust 

Comment Form 



Please provide additional comments you believe Mississippi should consider when developing its mitigation 
plan:  
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Electric vehicles are no longer just gaining momentum, they are coming in droves. Mississippi needs to put forth the effort to be ready as the vehicles show up on the roads rather than trying to play catch-up afterward.


