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Restoration summit purpose

The Restoration Summit was created for the following 
purposes:

• Have a single venue in which all new restoration projects are 
announced for the coming year

• Have an opportunity to provide the coastal community an 
update to restoration projects being implemented

• Create a means to solicit community feedback, input, and 
suggestions on restoration projects, processes, and 
priorities



Restoration Funding stream
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Stakeholder priorities
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Bucket 1 new projects



MIP Bucket 1 - 2018
Project Name County Funding Amount

Pearl River Community College - Hancock County 
Workforce Training Center (Additional funding)

Hancock $4,000,000

Mississippi Aquarium (Additional funding) Harrison $1,350,000

MGCCC Work Ready Program (Additional funding) Jackson $5,000,000

Jackson County Connector Road (Additional funding) Jackson $4,800,000

Harrison County Rail Line Repair and Upgrades at 
Industrial Seaway

Harrison $2,300,000

MS Gulf Coast Low Cost Air Service Growth  
Program

Coastwide $1,200,000

Gulf Seafood Marketing Program Coastwide $400,000



New projects – Bucket 1 – PRCC workforce training center

Location: 
Stennis International Airport
Hancock County, Mississippi

EXISTING PROJECT
Additional Funding Amount: 
$4,000,000

• $3M in RESTORE funds committed in 2017

• $7M total estimated project cost

• Site has been acquired and planning underway 
($1M from Legislature/BP Economic Damages 
funds)                   

• Increase Workforce Training capacity in Hancock 
County

• Current capacity is limited to leased space

Project 
Site

Hancock High School
Stennis International Airport



New projects – Bucket 1 – Mississippi aquarium

Location: 
Gulfport
Harrison County, Mississippi

EXISTING PROJECT
Additional Funding Amount: 
$1,350,000

• $17M – RESTORE funding committed in 
2016

• Aquarium construction is underway 

• Anticipated public opening: 
late 2019/early 2020



New projects – Bucket 1 – MGCCC Work ready community program
Location: 
MGCCC Campuses in Long Beach and Gautier
Jackson/Harrison County, Mississippi

EXISTING PROJECT
Additional Funding Amount: 
$5,000,000

• $4M  - RESTORE Funding Committed in 2016

• Support continued workforce training activities

• Establish Unmanned Systems Technology 
Training Program

• Will support ongoing state and regional unmanned 
systems industry economic  development efforts, 
including Governor’s Ocean Task Force

• Students will receive an Associate of Applied 
Science degree



New projects – Bucket 1 – Jackson County Connector Road

EXISTING PROJECT
Additional Funding Amount: 
$4,800,000

• $10.2M in RESTORE funding previously provided for Phase I (Construction Activities underway)

• $8.2M in federal and $1.1M in county funding has funded all right of way acquisition, engineering/design and permitting. 

• Additional funds will support additional phase(s) of the multi-phase east-west connector road.



New projects – Bucket 1 – Harrison county rail line upgrades

Location: 
Industrial Seaway
Harrison County, Mississippi

NEW PROJECT
Funding amount: 
$2,300,000

• Rail Spur out of service since 2016 due to heavy 
rains 

• Rail line serves tenants along Industrial Seaway

• Negatively impacting current tenants 

• Negatively impacts new industry recruitment



New projects – Bucket 1 – MS Gulf Coast air service growth program

Location: 
Gulfport Biloxi International Airport
Harrison County, Mississippi

Funding amount: 
$1,200,000

• Expand air service offering to Gulfport to 
increase visitation

• Program successfully implemented with 
funding through MDA and Faa – and 
demonstrated return on investment

• Additional funding needed to enhance 
efforts

Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport



New projects – Bucket 1 – Gulf Seafood Marketing program

Location: 
Coast-Wide, Mississippi

NEW PROJECT
Funding amount: 
$400,000

• Funding to support DMR’s Seafood 
Marketing Program efforts

• Funding would cover 3 years 



Bucket 3 new projects



New projects Bucket 3 - 2018

When amending the State Expenditure Plan, we:

• Identify eligible projects, programs, and activities for inclusion on 
the MSEP; 

• Ensure that eligible projects, programs, and activities contribute to 
the overall ecological and economic recovery of the Gulf Coast; 

• Ensure the MSEP takes into consideration and is consistent with 
the goals, objectives, and commitments of the RESTORE Council’s 
Comprehensive Plan; 

• Promote funded projects to be as successful and sustainable as 
possible. 



New projects Bucket 3 – Hancock Marsh living shoreline – phase 6
Location: 
Hancock County, Mississippi

Addition to an EXISTING PROJECT
Funding Amount: 
$6,000,000

• Leverage existing NRDA HCMLS 
Project
• $50 million, 6 miles of living 

shoreline
• Primary purpose: provide resilience 

to marsh by reducing further 
marsh loss



New projects Bucket 3 – oyster shell recycling program
Location: 
Coast wide

New PROJECT
Funding Amount: 
$650,000

• Program will collect, accumulate and 
recycle discarded oyster shells

• Two components:
• Economic sustainability analysis
• Implementing the oyster shell 

recycling program



New projects Bucket 3 – BU Program for Marsh Creation and Restoration

Location: 
Coast wide

New PROJECT
Funding Amount: 
$12,000,000

• Capitalize on dredge material to 
accelerate marsh creation and 
restoration

• Leverage RESTORE B2 and NFWF BU efforts 
to maximize marsh creation



FPL Bucket 2 – Process Update
The State of Mississippi has begun collaborative engagements. Meetings that have
Occurred:

Have met with:
• State of Louisiana
• State of florida
• USEPA
• USDA

Meetings lined up:
• State of Alabama
• State of Texas
• Department of Commerce/NOAA



NRDA MS TIG UPDATE



NRDA MS TIG UPDATE

The MS TIG is working on 2 items:
• Supplement to restoration plan #1 – Grand Bay Land Acquisition and Habitat 

Management-Additional Funds
• Restoration Plan #2 

Members of the MS TIG



NRDA MS TIG UPDATE – restoration Plan #1A
Supplement to Restoration Plan 1- Grand Bay Land Acquisition and Habitat Management

PROJECT OVERVIEW
IMPLEMENTING TRUSTEES: MDEQ and DOI
PROJECT PARTNERS: MDMR Coastal Preserves/Grand 
Bay NERR, USFWS
PDARP GOALS:
• Restore and Conserve Habitat: Wetlands, Coastal, 

and Nearshore Habitats
• Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine 

Resources: Birds

Supplement Intent: 
We are considering  increasing the 
budget to expand the habitat 
management, enhance the monitoring 
and adaptive management, and 
potentially acquire more 
properties/habitat in the Grand Bay 
Area.



NRDA MS TIG UPDATE – Restoration Plan #2

NRDA Restoration Types Considered for RP#2:

– Wetlands, Coastal, and Nearshore Habitats

– Nutrient Reduction (Nonpoint Source)

– Oysters

–Sea Turtles

–Marine Mammals



NRDA MS TIG UPDATE – Planning Schedule RP #2

Tentative Planning Schedule (16-20 months)

– June 11, 2018: Notice to the Public to Solicit Project Ideas
• https://www.mdeq.ms.gov/restoration/project-portal/
• http://www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration/give-us-your-ideas/suggest-a-restoration-project/

– August 10, 2018: Project Ideas submittal deadline

– October 5, 2018: Notice of Initiation of Restoration Planning in Mississippi

– November 13, 2018: Status of the MS TIG Planning Activities

– Spring 2019: Draft RP/EA (Restoration Plan 2)

– Late 2019: Final RP/EA (Restoration Plan 2)



Accomplishments UPDATE



Accomplishments UPDATE – NFWF GEBF

Pascagoula river Corridor land 
acquisition
• Part of the coastal 

headwaters program
• +/-1100 acres of pristine 

bottomland hardwood forest
• Immediately adjacent to 

Pascagoula WMA
• Bird specific acquisition



Accomplishments UPDATE – NFWF GEBF

Bu marsh creation project  -
Round island
• 220 acres
• Bird diversity records for 

the state of Mississippi



Accomplishments UPDATE – early restoration NRDA Phase III

Infinity science center
• Complete – june 30th

2018
• 3D theater, Biome 

boardwalk
• 11 new exhibits; 

refurbishment of
• Xspherience theater 



Accomplishments UPDATE – Early Restoration NRDA Phase III

Hancock Marsh Living Shoreline
• 6 miles of living shoreline 

has been constructed
• 46 acres of oyster reef 

constructed
• Remaining component 46 

acres of marsh 



Accomplishments UPDATE – RESTORE Bucket 1

William Carey pharmacy school 
at tradition
• Received RESTORE Funding on 2016 

MIP
• Faculty Hired
• Ribbon cutting held
• 120 applicants to first class
• 64 students accepted – full 

capacity!
• Classes started july 2018



Accomplishments UPDATE – Restore Bucket 1 and 3

Water Quality Improvement Program:
• Source tracking underway
• Multiple project applications complete
• 2019 Summit – data and project

status update



Chris wells
Director of office of restoration / chief 
of staff, MDEQ

Thank you

cwells@mdeq.state.ms.gov



Round table discussion

Thank you


