
Resource Summit: Marine Living 
Resources

The purpose of the Marine Living Resources summit was to gain insight 
and perspective from Mississippi stakeholders as to what they consider as 
priority marine living resources for restoration. Three expert presenters 
provided marine perspectives in Mississippi. Those presenters were:

1. Dr. Kelly Lucas– Chief Science Officer, Mississippi Department of 
Marine Resources

2. Dr. Jim Franks – Professor, Gulf Coast Research Laboratory, 
University of Southern Mississippi

3. Bethany Kraft – Director, Gulf Program, Ocean Conservancy

The Audience:
• Bay St Louis, Hancock County.
• Total: 105 individuals
• Representing 56 organizations
• 22 scientists
• Five academic departments, 

representing 3 institutions
• Two state agencies
• Three federal agencies

High level questions posed:
1. What are the priority marine living resources in the Mississippi marine 
environment?
2. What are the greatest perceived threats to those identified priority 
marine living resources?
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Prioritization of Stressors in the Marine Environment
(1 = Highest Stressor; 6 = Lowest Stressor)
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Prioritization of Marine Living Resource 
(1 = Highest Priority; 10 = Lowest Priority)

The highest priority marine living resources was oyster reef habitat. The 
second highest priorities were shrimp, commercial oyster reef, and 
recreational finfish.

The greatest perceived threat to marine living resources, regardless of the 
resource, was water quality.
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Visual outcomes of marine living resource discussion 
priorities on the Mississippi coastal landscape. 
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