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OYSTERS

GOALS, RESTORATION OBJECTIVES, AND PROGRESS




COMPLIANGE

MDEQ

OYSTER MANAGEMENT

REPLENISHMENT /
RESTORATION

OYSTER HARVEST
STRATEGY

OYSTER RESTORATION 101

The MS Department of Marine Resources
operates oyster restoration through three
primary mechanisms.

Why do we need to restore oysters?




| THE WHY OF OYSTER RESTORATION
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MOVING FORWARD: GOVERNORS OYSTER COUNCIL

The Governor convened the Oyster
Council to come up with
recommendations to meet a goal:

1 MILLION SACKS OF OYSTERS BY 2025

TOP 3 PRIORITIES:
e BE SELF RELIANT

* BE ABLE TO SCALE-UP REPLENISHMENT
AND RESTORATION EFFORTS

* DIVERSIFY OYSTER HARVEST STRATEGIES







| BE ABLE TO SCALE

MDEQ



DIVERSIFY
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FALL AND SPRING 2017 CULTCH PLANTS

°  2017-MDMR Cultch Plant Sites

~ Current Oyster Distribution

I Historical Oyster Distribution e ssissippi Sound
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CURRENT AND HISTORICAL DISTRIBUTIONS

MDEQ

lometers \West Mississippi Sound i |




PROGRESS AGHIEVING OYSTER GOALS

Remote Setting Significant oyster monitoring
Allows MS oyster restoration Exceptional monitoring critical to
to scale up significantly sustainable oyster harvest strategies

\ /

Oyster Hatchery

Makes Mississippi self reliant
for oyster larvae

Additional elements
/ Filling understanding gaps to
enhance restoration, harvest,

and compliance.



| BENTHIC HABITAT MAPPING
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BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF FLOWS
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HYDRODYNAMIC MODELLING OF WESTERN MS SOUND
AND THE LOWER 65KM OF PEARL RIVER
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DIVERSIFY OYSTER GRAWTH e
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DIVERSITY OYSTER GROWTH P12

Shellfish Areas - Pascagoula River & Graveline Bayou 2017 »
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RELAY
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BUILDING TOWARD THE FUTURE

v" MULTI-PRONGED EFFORT HATCHERY
MONITORING REMOTE
v SIGNIFICANT AGENCY SETTING
COORDINATION OVSTER

RESTORATION
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sy Bz |\ ANT TO LEARN MORE?
T | I | CONNECT WITH US ONLINE

RESTORATION SUMMIT 2017

Find us on Facebook
Save the Date - 2017 Restoration Summit @ m d e q . m S

RFQ - Habitat Restoration and Conservation in Turkey Creek
Project

Follow us on Twitter
@restorems

Two grant awards announced for Mississippi RESTORE projects

Three Projects Announced by MS TIG

Visit our website:

www.restore.ms
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