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Presenter
Presentation Notes
UST National Convention last week – 3 separate seminars on Trust Fund abuse and investigations

These seminars focused on the importance of maintaining the integrity of the TF program and ensuring TF monies are spent wisely with a watchful eye

One state’s investigation into different cases found no evidence of abuse, but other state investigations weren’t as fortunate

It is now a nationwide effort to ensure there is adequate oversight of TF monies. 
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Presentation Notes
Before the conference, I knew that California and Tennessee had been investigating issues, but I did not know:

The State of California has developed a formal reporting program for persons to report concerns about mis-use of Fund monies.  They have uncovered numerous cases of overbilling, falsified bills, and even fake companies.

The State of Tennessee has created their own UST Program Integrity branch and hired 2 attorneys for the AG’s office to assist with abuse issues
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Business Owner Pleads Guilty to Scheme to Embezzle $1.3
Million from State Fund

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Tammy Dickinson, United States Attorney for the Western District of Missouri
announced that a Missouri business owner pleaded guilty in federal court today to charges related to his
scheme to embezzle more than $1.3 million from the Missouri Petroleum Storage Tank Insurance Fund.

Robert L. Fine, 11, 52, of Lenexa, Kan., waived his right to a grand jury and pleaded guilty before U.S.
Magistrate Judge Matt J. Whitworth to a federal information that charges him with one count of mail
fraud and one count of money laundering.

Under the terms of today’s plea agreement, Fine must pay $1,505,514 in restitution to the Petroleum
Storage Tank Insurance Fund, which includes the total amount of the fraud and related costs. Fine paid
$350,000 in restitution to the fund today, and must pay the balance owed within approximately 60 days.

Fine was the owner and sole employvee of FINEnvironmental, Inc., a Missouri corporation that he operate
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ASTWOMO August 2015
Report
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Presentation Notes
Just last month, the Association of State and Territorial Solid Waste Management Officials (ASTWOMO), one of the leading associations in compiling UST state program data and developing UST guidance documents published a Compilation of UST State Fraud & Abuse Cases Document that was sent to all UST Program offices, EPA, and other interested parties.

It identified resolved TF abuse cases in 5 separate states:
Illinois
Colorado
California
New Hampshire
Missouri
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More DMR dirt leaking in
comments

It has been unusually busy here today in advance of the holiday weekend
but I'd like to take a second to let everyone know that I confirmed the re-
cent incidents being cited in comments to yesterday’s post on Slabbed’s
hacker. The comments in question start here which involve adultery,
porn on state computers along with various and sundry other peccadil-
loes.
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Presentation Notes
Here at home, we have a few of our own skeletons

MDEQ has been put on notice by the State Auditor’s Office that we need to have defined protocol for any fund monies to ensure they are spent correctly along with controls in place to ensure our employees are making wise choices

Transparency.ms.gov 


What is the UST Program doing
\

+* Horizontal Audits

* Reviewing clean-up based on contaminants
removal

*+ Field verification of testing methods
* Administrative Conferences
* Providing clarifying language
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Presentation Notes
Not just looking at one stand alone project – looking at the UST projects as a whole
How can the same person be in Iuka in the morning and Biloxi at lunch
Why to the field logs indicate a different time from the sampling forms
Broken chains of custody – validity of our data – is an NFA really okay

Looking at clean-up through a different lense 
How many pounds of contaminant removed
How many square feet of soil returned to original condition
How much free product recovered
Effects on the economy, re-usability of the property

Oversight of testing
Review of CP testing procedures
Audit of tightness testing

Administrative Conferences
How MDEQ handles violations/concerns
Calling in contractors to discuss issues
Inspectors find same site with failed shear valves each visit, but follow-up testing shows everything okay
Keeping more photo documentation of violations

Providing clarifying language
“not to exceed” verses “fixed priced”
Completion of a SOW
Difference between qualitative and quantitative testing
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